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ABOUT THE BOOK 

Manipur is the eastern most 
prinoely state of India, a buffer state 
between Burma and Assam, with its 
rich cultural heritage, bounded by 
‘China and Nagaland in the North, 
Lussai Hill and Barak Valley in the 
‘South, Burma in the East, Bengal and 
‘Assam in the West. The Great Logtak 
Lake, as the picturesque, is of the 
table land Manipur, immortalized with 
the Great Khamba-Thoibi relic. It 
belonged to the Khumal (Khuman) 
‘and Moirang clans respectively, where 
the Bishnupriya Manipuris inhabited a 
vast marty from the time 
immemorial. They are the early ruling 
class of Manipur, having Indo-Aryan 
‘Stock and Culture from their ethnic 
‘origin, cultural heritage, religious and 
linguistic point of view. They migrated 
first from Nanipur, since the middle of 
the 18th Century, in the wake of 
intemal dissension, religious upheaval 
and later on, by the Burmese invasion, 
in the last 18th and early 19th Century, 
towards South Western direction to 
Cachar, ‘Tripura and Sylhet and 
thereby settled in a scattered way in 
different areas. 

Thus, on an evolutionary process, 
the Bishnupriya Manipuris had to 
struggle for their existence after 
migration, since the rule of the British 
East India Company. Thus, they 
involved in the freedom and other 
movements, where they took a vital 
role, to play, for which, their 
contribution in the freedom and other 
movements cannot be denied as per 
record, , 

But Unfortunately, the role of the 
Bishnupriya Marupuris in the freedom 
and othet movements, was not 
referred to in any history book, either 
by local or by any foreign account, 
except a very few or rare comments or 
‘observations made by the forerunner 
freedom fighters, that are found in 
recent pubication. 

Hence, the author tried his level 
best, being very much up and doing, 
‘as an utmost attempt, to bring to light, 
the role of the Bishnupriya Manipuris 
in the freedom and other movements 
and made their contributions as per 
record, available from various 
sources. 

In the end, it is assumed that this 
book will be able to serve the interest 
of leamers, young researchers and 
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book on colection of various sources, consisted of freedom fighters 
and other language movement agitators including social reformers 
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seemed to encourage young researchers in future. 
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MESSAGE 


The book entitled Bishnupriya Manipuri in 
freedom and Other Movements written by Mr. Braja 
Gopal Singha is a pathbreaking investigation of the 
political and cultural history ofa marginalised social group. 
Itisa major contribution on the history of resistance given 
by the Bishnupriya Manipuri against colonialism as well 
as against the political and social injustice in a post colonial 
society. The book is, indeed, a pioneer work which would 
open new avenues of research in social, political and 
cultural arena which marks as an essential reading for the 
future researchers on the subject. 


Sudeshna Purkayastha 
Professor, Assam University, Silchar 
Department of History 


FOREWORD 


It gives me immense pleasure in availing the opportunity of 
writing a few words about the book Bishnupriya Manipuris in 
Freedom and Other Movements written by Shri Braja Gopal 
Sinha, a learned person and a devoted social worker. 

Recently, a growing desire is witnessed among the intelligent 
public to know the history of the Bishnupriya Manipuris and their 
activities. Very little is known about their early history, on account 
of the dearth of reliable historical records and materials. But at the 
present stage of our knowledge, which is gathered from the 
evidences of traditions, some archaeological finds and references 
in the writings of writers and scholars, it appears certain that the 
Bishnupriya Manipuris were the scions of the Indo-Aryan people 
and they were the first cultured and ruling race of Manipur. 

However, the glorious days of the Bishnupriya Manipuris 
came to an end during the 18th Century A.D. when the land was 
occupied by the Meiteis, a clan of the Tibeto-Burman origin. To 
"Meiteiaise" the land and the people, they introduced various 
coercive measures to adopt the Meitei Language, Culture and way 
of life at the cost of their own. Their oppressions together with the 
severe atrocities committed by the Burmese during their invasions, 
compelled most of the Bishnupriyas to leave their homeland and to 
move out in waves to the adjacent territories. Major movements of 
the people took place towards the south through Jiribam, to the 
territories of the Barak and Surma Valley, and of Tripura. The 


vii 


\ 


safety and freedom, which they could enjoy in the new places, 
encouraged them to form a number of social, cultural and student 
organizations to undertake movements for the protection of their 
identity rights, language and culture, Thus, we hear of the freedom 
movements of the Bishnupriya Manipuris along with other 
movements of organisations like Nikhil Bishnupriya Manipuri 
Mahasabha, Sahitya Sabha, Samaj Sanstha and the Bishnupriya 
Manipuri Students Union etc. 

Heartly thanks are due to Shri Braja Gopal Sinha, for his 
sincere labour for the collection of informations and other relevant 
records and materials of the movements. He has compiled them in 
his book under reference highlighting their historic achievements. 
His valuable book, I sincerely hope, will be able to satisfy to a 
great extent, the curiosity of the people to know the history of the 
freedom and other movements along with their achievements. 


Shri Namadeb Sinha, MA, AES, 
Retd. Head, Deptt. of History 
Degree and PG Classes 
Halflong Govt. College, N.C. Hills, Assam 
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Shri Barun Kumar Sinha 

Head, Deptt. of English (Retd.) 
Srikishan Sarada College, Hailakandi 
Assam 


"Bishnupriya Manipuris in freedom and other movements” 


The book Bishnupriya Manipuris in Freedom and Other 
Movements (in India and Bangladesh) by Shri Braja Gopal Sinha, 
is a valuable historical document. I am very happy to note that this 
is a piece of painstaking research religiously by the author. What is 
more, it augurs well for prospective researchers in the field. 

In a nutshell, the book is a bold attempt at recapturing the 
glorious events of our history. 


Shri Barun Kumar Sinha 


PREFACE 


The study regarding the role of Bishnupriya Manipuris in 
Freedom and Other Movements is a very difficult task. Their active 
role, specially in the freedom movement was not referred to, in 
any history book, either by the local or by any foreign account, 
except a very few comments or rare observation, made by 
prominent freedom fighters, found in recent publications. 

But before studying their contribution, a specific idea about 
the migration of the Bishnupriya Manipuris, should be brought into 
light. As per records, the Bishnupriya Manipuris, being the early 
rulers of Manipur, consisted of five clans, namely— Khuman, 
(Khumal) Moirang, Angom, Luang and Mangang, better called 
Pancha Bishnupriyas. They started migration first, in the middle of 
the 18th Century, in the wake of internal dissension, religious 
upheaval etc. and later on, by the ruthless Burmese invasions in 
the early 19th Century, respectively towards South Western direction 
to Cachar, Tripura and Sylhet etc. and thereby settled in a scattered 
way in different areas. 

Thus, on an evolutionary process, the Bishnupriya Manipuris 
had to struggle for their existence after migration, since the rule of 
the East India Company and subsequently, they involved in the 
freedom movement in various ways, like socially, culturally, 
economically and politically, that counted not only, as to the freedom 
fighter pension holders along with other life imprisonment, but also 
involvement of the mass people in general, which may be rather 
briefly called, involvement of the Bishnupriya Manipuris in freedom 
and other movements. 

So, in the book, I have made an attempt to record their vital 
role in the freedom and other movements. It includes the Permanent 
Settlement Act of 1793, the Revolt of 1857, the Non-Co-Operation 
Movement of 1920-21, the Civil Disobedience Movement and the 
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Bhanubil Tenant Revolt of 1930, the 2nd World War of 1940-45, 
with special reference to Cripps Mission in Quit India Movement 
of 1942, the Cabinet Mission of 1946, related to the Communal 
Riot and the Indian Independence Act of 1947, referring to the 
Sylhet Referendum and the Freedom Movement of Bangladesh in 
1970-71 ete, Last but not least, I have referred to the Language 
Movement in late twenties, for their identity and ultimately the 
tecognition of the language, together with the Bishnupriya Manipuri 
Development Council etc. Yet, if anything is to be left out, or any 
mistake, let the author be confirmed on humble request. 

I am very happy to acknowledge here the fact that Dr. 
K-P. Sinha, one of the remarkable savants of our society, once 
expressed his desire to publish an account of the participation in 
the freedom movement in India and Bangladesh by the Bishnupriya 
Manipuris. Dr, Ranjit Sinha, a renowned, writer in Bangladesh, 
accomplished this partially, by writing a book on the participation 
of the Bishnupriya Manipuris in the freedom struggle of. Bangladesh 
only. Now my endeavour in this regard, has been to fulfill the desire 
of Dr. K.P. Sinha, along with other movements of the Bishnupriya 
Manipuris. 

Inthe final analysis, I owe my heartiest thanks and gratitude 
to Sri Namadev Sinha, Retd. Prof. and HOD (History Department, 
Halflong Govt.College) for his kind and untiring efforts to scrutinise 
and systematically arrange the book along with Sri Barun Sinha, 
Retd. Prof. and HOD (English Deptt) Hailakandi College and Mr. 
Debasis Sinha, Principal, CVP HS School for correction and analysis 
of the book. My thanks are also due to poet Dr. Santosh Sinha and 
Mr. Kalasena Singha, Retd. Teacher, Ramkrishna Vidyapith HS, 
for their co operation, including my family members to publish the 
book, Further, I am indebted to my maternal uncle late Upendra 
Chandra Sinha, Retd. DFO of Vill Singari, Silchar, for his kind 
helping hand to draw the map of Manipur indicating the location of 
Bishnupriya Manipuris during his life time along with his eldest son 
Shri Sabyasachi Sinha, Retd. IFS, also made some corrections. 

Further more, [have a lot of thanks to publishers and skilled 
hands like Swapan Kr. Singha and others, for their artistic 
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preparation, along with other freedom fighter pension holders, who 
helped me by their records and snaps etc. 

Inconclusion, I fervently wish that this book willbea great 
source of inspiration for the vital role of the Bishnupriya Manipuris 
in freedom and other movements, both to the learners and young 
researchers, including the scholars as well. 


Braja Gopal Sinha 
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CHAPTER-1 


1. INTRODUCTION OF THE BISHNUPRIYA 
MANIPURIS BEFORE MIGRATION AND 
SETTLEMENT MOVEMENT 


‘The Bishnupriya Manipuris, an early inhabitant and a ruling 
class of Manipur, having Indo-Aryan stock and culture, judging 
from their ethnic origin, cultural heritage, religious and linguistic 
point of view, migrated first from their early settlement in Manipur 
from the middle of the 18th Century with a large portion, in the 
wake of internal conflict, till the advent of the Meiteis under 
Pamheiba in power in Manipur. They started south-western 
direction to Cachar, Tipperah and Sylhet (now in Bangladesh) and 
later on, due to religious upheaval in the late 18th and early 19th 
century along with the ruthless Burmese invasion up to the Treaty 
of Yandaboo in 1826 A.D. Thus, they settled in the Brahmaputra 
Valley, Barak Valley and Surma Valley and took a vital role in the 
freedom and other movements. In the opinion of some historians, 
after the downfall of the Mughal Empire and with the rise of the 
British East India Company in Bengal, a large portion of the 
Manipuris, consisting of both the Bishnupriyas and the Meiteis, 
extended their habitation with cultivation and political supremacy 
in East Bengal, specially in the district of Sylhet after settlement. 

Since the Bishnupriya Manipuris are the early inhabitants 
and ruling class of Manipur, being a linguistic minority community 
after migration, a synopsis of the geographical account of the land 
of Manipur, the habitat of Manipuris, with a short historical 
background, can be estimated in a precise manner, before studying 
the contribution of Bishnupriya Manipuris in the freedom and other 
movements as well. 
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2. GEOGRAPHICAL ACCOUNT: 


Manipur, which is the eastern most princely state of India, a 
buffer state between Burma and Assam, as a table land, is situated 
on the beautiful eastem most plateau of the great Indian peninsula 
with its rich cultural heritage, bounded by China and Nagaland in 
the north, Lussai hill (Mizoram) and Barak Valley in the south, 
Burma (Present Myanmar) in the east and Bengal with Assam in 
the west. It lies between latitude 23.50 and 25.30. North and 
Longitude 93.10 and 94.30. East and consists of 7000 sq miles 
of hill territory and 1600 sq miles of plain areas forming the Barak 
Valley. The great Logtak lake is the Picturesque of the table land 
Manipur and an attractive scenario of the visiting people and 
tourist of the world. This Logtak lake is immortalised with the 
great khamba and Thoibi legend, that belonged to the Khumal 
and the Moirang clan, where the Bishnupriya Manipuris inhabited 
ina vast majority from the time immemorial. 


3. GIST OF LAND DESCRIPTION : 


In ancient period, the land of Manipur had been under 
water, To quote Dharani Samhita, “Aranya Shoovanang Drista, 
Bibidha Kusuma Juktang Sankarena Niruktyantad Aranya 
Nagarang Nripa”. (It means that once siva went outin search of 
a suitable place. Drawing his search, he found this land, 
surrounded by the hills of exceptional beauty, covered by full 
fragment of flowers of various attractive colours, which he 
expressed to Durga) and thus, considered the place suitable for 
divine performances. Being very much delighted with this sight, 
Ananta, the serpent king sprinkled thousands of Manis (jewels) 
over the whole valley. Thus, the land is called Manipur 
(Mani=jewels, pura=city or land) or the land of jewels, which 
later on, became proper for habitation. 
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4. HABITATION: 


Regarding the habitation it is stated that the Manipuris are 
broadly divided into two groups, called the Bishnupriya Manipuris 
and the Meitei Manipuris from the linguistic point of view. But at 
present, the people of Manipur are generally called the Manipuris 
that speak Meitei language. So, in Manipur, now the Manipuris 
are divided into various groups like Meitei Manipuris, Naga 
Manipuris, Loi Manipuris, Bishnupriya Manipuris, Kabui 
Manipuris and other outsiders as businessmen. 

Itcan also be noted here that the Bishnupriyas are originally 
divided into five groups like (1) Khumal (2) Moirang (3) Angom 
(4) Luang and (5) Mangang, from times immemorial, and are 
known as such, by these names even now. They are also called 
the Pancha Bishnupriyas,' that residing in Manipur. But originally, 
Manipuri is the name of acommunity, that was divided into main 
two streams, which have distinct and separate languages, called 
the Bishnupriyas and the Meiteis. The former belongs to Indo- 
Aryan stock and culture, where as the later is linked with Tibeto- 
Burman groups. Thus, the Bishnupriya Manipuris in Manipur, have 
some historical background. 


5. SHORT HISTORICAL BACKGROUND : 
Historically the Bishnupriya Manipuri language contains 
Indian Vocabularies originated from Sanskrit, which is connected 
with Hindi, Souraseni, Bhojpuri and other eastern languages like 
Bengali and Assamese etc., where as the Meitei Manipuri language 
contains non Indian Vocabularies, that are not 
linked. with the Indo-Aryan languages. 
Henceforth, Dr. K. P. Sinha remarked- 
Manipuri is neither a language nor a Tibeto- 
Barman tongue. This is as much as a race 
and culture. Of course, from the beginning 
\ of the Christian era, waves of Indo-Aryan 
speaking people entered Manipur from time 
Dr. K.P. Sinha to time and languages of those people might 
have contributed some elements to the formation of Bishnupriya 
Manipuri language.” The eminent historian R.M. Nath remarked; 
“The Bishnupriya Manipuris were the first ruling race in Manipur.” 
To add to this, another famous scholar Sri Bhabendra Narjee 
states - “Babrubahanar Parabarti Kalar Manipurar roja achil 
Pakhanghba” It means that Pakhangba was later king of Manipur 
after Babrubahan, the ancestor of the Bishnupriya Manipuris, as 

reported. 

But in the first part of the 18th Century, during the reign of 
Garib Nawaj, a title, as conferred by the Mughal Emperor 
Aurangzeb, to Pamheiba of Nagablood, alias Gopal Signha as 
Hinduname, a great change was made to happen in the history of 
Manipur. The new King Garib Nowaj, introduced a reign of terror 
to uproot the original inhabitants like the Bishnupriya Manipuris 
by his “Nongkhrang Inruppa ceremony” - meaning taking anew 
bath in the Nongkhrang river (near Imphal), who forcibly 
propagated “Ramandi Vaishnavism’ introduced by a new preacher 
Santadas Babaji of Bengal against much will of the Bishnupriya 
Manipuris, which created ill feeling and jealousy between the 
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Meities and the Bishnupriyas, as non-Hindus for the former and 
the Hindus for the later. 

Thus, it appears; from 1714 to the British occupation of 
the State, the Meities were engaged in a series of what Mackengi 
Justly described as “internal wars of most savage and revolving 
type”, in which sons murdered fathers and brothers murdered 
brothers without a single trait of heroism to believe the dark scene 
of blood and treachery. 

Itis clear that there was chaos and anarchy in Manipur, 
due to treacherous activities of Garib Nawaj in the early part of 
18th century. To add to utter surprise of all that, the noted historian 
Sri R.M. Nath remarked, “This scandal made him (Garibnawaj) 
touchy and he ordered burning down all historical records old 
and new in the country,” - Thus, a serious torture was thrust 
upon the original inhabitants of Manipur (Bishnupriya Manipuris), 
who could not stay to identify their originality in Manipur, owing 
to treacherous activities of Garib Nawaj and thus, a major portion 
of the Bishnupriya Manipuris had to forsake their home land or 
motherland Manipur and took shelter in aneighbouring state of 
Burma, Tipperah, Assam and Bangladesh, in a settled manner in 
various places, which will be referred to, in the next phase. 

Thereafter, the last exodus took place as the finishing touch 
in the early 19th century, during the successive ruthless Burmese 
Invasions in Assam through the Manipur Valley, where a large 
number of Bishnupriya Manipuris, who had been banished by 
the Meitei Kings, earlier at Loi Area and Kamrup as punishment 
along with the defeated army of Manipur, fell captives to the 
Burmese, who took them as hostage in Burma and made them 
labours. : 

Furthermore, T.C. Hodson stated, "Historical 
circumstances accounts for the rather wide geographical 
distribution of the Meiteis. There are colonies in Burma, which 
owe their origin to the disastrous raids, which were made by way 
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of reprisal for the invasions of Burma, by the forces of Manipur in 
the beginning ofthe 1 8th century culminating in the depopulation 
of the country in 1819, when the Burmese soldiery took with 
them into captivity, enormous number of Manipuris of all ages 
and of both sexes. Political events have conducted to the growth 
of settlement of Manipuris in Cachar, Sylhet and Dacca, while in 
Bengal and U.P, there are small colonies of Manipuris, who have 
left their country for their country’s goods.”* 

To add to this, it may be said that Sir Jhon Shore, in his 
book, “My experience in Manipur and Naga Hills,” remarked, 
“The early history of Manipur is lost in obscuracy, but there are 
traces of the existence of a highly cultured race in the Pre-historic, 
days, while the Aryans were still in their colonial stage, the state 

” of Manipur was passed over by one wave after another, on 
Penetrating into Burma and Far East Countries”. 

In addition to this, Mr. E.W. Dun remarked - “A great 
Aryan wave of very Pure blood (Bishnupriya - Manipuris) passed 
through Manipur into Burma in the Pre-Historic days. The 
Hinduism of those remote days was probably risen from cast 
prejudice and very different from what it isnow.”* 

Thus, Weare completely aware of the fact that undoubtedly 
the Bishnupriya Manipuris have suffered greatly, because of 
successive waves of invasions, first by the treacherous activities 
of Garib Nawaj and later by the ruthless oppression of the 
Burmese. In this way, all Manipuris in general and the Bishnupriyas 
in particular, suffered in all respects like economically, socially, 
politically, morally and culturally and thereby scattered to and 
fro, leaving their home land Manipur, better called “Hunar 
Manipur” (Golden Manipur) and took shelter in neighbouring 
states like Assam, Burma, Tripura and Bangladesh-living towns 
and cities and in other Indian states also. 


6. SETTLEMENT OF THE BISHNUPRIYA 
MANIPURIS AFTER MIGRATION : 


An approximate statistical account for settlement of the 
Bishnupriya Manipuris in various places on an evolutionary 
process after evacuation from Manipur, due to the treachery of 
Garib Nawaj and Burmese Invasion are as follows : 

In the district of Cachar, Karimganj and Hailakandi of the 
Barak Valley in Assam, in Tripura and Bangladesh, the Bishnupriya 
Manipuris are undoubtedly the majority, while the Meites form 
the majority in rare places like Dholai, Lakhipur and SoYnai of 
Cachar district and Lala in Hailakandi district and Hojai in 
Nowgang district of the Brahmaputra Valley. In the Cachar 
District, the Bishnupriya Manipuris are found at (1) Singerhour, 
(2) Bekirpar, (3) South Bekirpar, (4) Pakaipar, (5) Tuk, (6) 
Katakhal, (7) Purabthal, (8) Panibara, (9) Bhatirgram, (10) 
Santipur, (11) Lakshmipur, (12) Rakhaltilia, (13) Dholai, (14) 
Gandhinagar, (15) Binnakandi, (16) Kabuganj etc of Narsingpur 
area, (17) Chandrapur, (18) Bhakatpur, (19) New Bhakatpur, 
(20), Singari East and (21) West Singari, (22) West Kalinjar, 
(23) Chencoori, (24) Kabirgram, (25) Dharam, (26) 
Shankarbasti, (27) Depchar, (28) Noagaon, (29) Nandankanan 
(30), Kananaguri (31), Silchar. Town, (32) Tarapur, (33) 
Mashimpur, (34) Barakpar, (35) Rengti of Meharpur area, (36) 
Masughat, (37) Dhudpatil, (38) Raj Nagar, (39) Katakhal (Old), 
(40) Dudpur, (41) Tengara Gaon (hilly village), (42) Chayaran, 
(43) Tirikona, (44) Gagrasridarpur, (45) Bagarangan, (46) 
Nandigram, (47) Berabak Tuk, (48) Bhubenswar Nagar, (49) 
Tikor Burunga, (50) Bihara, (51), kalain, (52), Mohanpur of 
Bikrampur area (53), Bekara, (54) Koakhal, (55) Laisabithal of 
Jiribum etc, They have two MLA, named Late Nanda Kishore 
Sinha of Silchar and Late Pulokeshi Sinha of Narsingpur before 
1970. 

In the Barak Valley of Hailakandi District, they are found 
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at (56) Chipar Sangan (Jankir Bazar area) (57) Sonapur (58) 
Nityanandapur, (59) Khumel, (60) Nimaichandpur, (61) Khunou 
and also in (62) Hailakandi Town, 

Inthe Barak Valley of Karimganj District-The Bishnupriya 
Manipuris are found at (63) Karimganj town, (64) Promod nagar 
of North Karimganj constituency and under Patherkandi 
constituency, (65) Bhitargool (Near Barigram), (66) Lakhipur 
Near Menjibari (Adamtilla border), (67) Kanai Bazar, (68) 
Bhagador (old Rajbari place of Pratapgarh), (69) Rajar Gaon, 
(70)Mundamala, (71) Nalugaon, (72) Pathari Gaon (near 
ONGO), (73) Singari, (74) Narayanpur (Patherkandi Block 
Project area), (75) Unamgaon, (76) Burunga, (77) Seipargaon, 
(78) Khilorbond, (79) Lengtigaon, (80) Nalibari (81), Paru Gaon 

. (82), Katabari (83) Deolakhal, (84) Tinokhal, (85) Patrogram, 
(86) Kalkalighat (87), Jamirala (88), Bhilbari, (89) Kachu Bari, 
(90) Gokila Gram, (91) Pekur Gaon, (92) Montri Gram (93), 
Chatra Gram (94) Nayadahar (Khali Bari), (95) Hazarichalk (96) 
Lowaipoa, (97) Sadhukuti, (98) Boithakhal, (99) Laksmimamila, 
(100) Shibergool, (101) Karikhal, (102) Noorkha, (103) 
Nandigram, (104) Bali Pipla, (105) Nuagaon, (106) Rangamati, 
(107) Piplacherra, (108) Damcherra, (109) Dewali (110), Duhalia 
hill under Patherkandi Contituency of Karimganj District. They 
have one Ex-MLA named Kartik Sena Sinha of Patherkandi 
Contituency in 2006-2011. 

In the Barak Valley of Karimganj District-The Bishnupriya 
Manipuris are settled in many villages under Ratabari Constituency 
at (111) Gorerbond, (112) Choudhurykona, (113) Katakona, 
(114) Ramkrishnanagar, (115) Harinagar, (116) Madanpur, (117) 
East Harinagar (Shantipur Area), (118) West Harinagar, (119) 
Tingori, (120) Nayagram West, (121) Amarkhal, (122) Panchdali, 
(123) Bidyanagar, (124) Beratuk, (125) Muliala, (126) 
Lengtarpar, (127) Awalala (Sugermill West), (128) Khilorbond, 
(129) Betubari, (130) Anipur, (131) Tulsiram Gaon, (132), 


9 


Jaynagar, (133) Shyamnagar, (134) Patiala, (135) Rupagram, 
(136) West Krishnanagar, (137) East Krishnagar (Kehurgaon), 
(138) East Krishnanagar (Khilua), (139) Dullabcherra H.S Road, 
(140) Bishnupur and (141) Gurarmanji, (142) Baskaltilla, (143) 
Baskaltilla (No. 3), (144) Harintilla, (145) Fetipath, (146) 
Chamtilla West, (147) Charntilla East (Block Road), (148) Fanai 
No-8 (149) Vetarbond, (150) Dhupanpur, (151) Manishyapur, 
(152) Rankhal, (153) Mohanpur, (154) Balia and (155) 
Bhutucherra (Cheragi). 

The Bishnupriya Manipuris are also found in a scattered 
way in the Brahmaputra Valley at (156) Chaparmukh, (157) Roha 
near, Sonitpur District, Further, they are found at Dispur capital 
city near, town or by lane of (158) Bamuni Maidam, (159) 
Maligaon, (160) Pandoo, (161) Khrsitan Bosti, (162) Kahilipara, 
(163) Dakshin Gaon, (164) Khanapara, (165) Hengrabari, (166) 
Borbari, (167) Panjabari, (168) Shakti garh (Near Bhangaghar), 
(169) Rupnagar, (170) Noon Mati (171) South Sal Bari of 
Bishnupur Colony along with Pathar Quary of Narangi East, (172) 
Satgaon, (173) Lachit Nagar and Rajgarh etc. 

Further, in the Brahmaputra Valley they are found in a 
scattered way in the village near (174) Tinsukia Distrcit Town, 
(175) Jorhat District Town, (176) Moriani Town, (177) Dimapur, 
(178) Diphu of Karbi Anglong District and (179) Dibrugarh, (180) 
village near Haflong town of N.C. Hill District and also (181) 
Shillong of Meghalaya State. An approximate population of this 
community in aforesaid areas is about 8 (eight) lakhs including 
Barak and Brahmaputra Valley, 

Furthermore, apart from the Barak Valley and the 
Brahmaputra Valley of Assam, they are found ina scattered way 
in (182) Calcutta, (183) Nobadwip Sub-divison, (184) Puna, 
(185) Delhi, (186) Mumbai and (187) Bengalore etc of India 
and aborad like America, Australia etc, consisting of some families. 

In the Tripura state, the Bishnupriya Manipuris are 
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concentrated specially in the North Tripura District at (188) 
Fatikroy, (189) Dharmanagar, (190) Ramnagar, (191) Kanchan 
Bari, (192) Rajbari, (193) Sonicherra (Near Nadiapur), (194) 
Kherengjuri, (195) Bhagyapur, (196) Mashauli, (197) Deocherra, 
(198) Ratacherra, (199) Pratyek Rai, (200) Ragana and (201) 
Haor including Chinchaw. 

Inthe Koilasahar subdivision of North Tripura, they are 
found at (202) Kirtan Tali, (203) Galdharpur (204) Tilokpur (205) 
Ishakpur (206) Tengaragaon (207) Bidya Nagar, (208) Kolabari, 
(209) Unukuti (Presently a new district.) etc. 

In the Dholai district of Tripura State, they are found at 
(210) Kamalpur, (211) Khowai, (212) Damcherra and Latiabill 
etc. 

In the West Tripura, they are settled at (213) Udaypur, 
(214) Radhanagar (Near Agartala Town), (215) Vishalgarh, (216) 
Takhen (217), Gopi Nagar, (218) Kalkalia, (219) Rangapani, 
(220) Kalyanpur and (221) Bilonia. They had two MLA'snamed 
Bimal Sinha (Minister) and Tarani Sinha (Ex MLA) along with 
Bijoylakshmi Sinha, Ex-Minister from Kamalpur Constituency 
for the former and Fatikrai Constituency for the later. In Tripura, 
their population is now around two lakhs. 

In Bangladesh, the Bishnupuriya Manipuris are confined 
in Sylhet, mainly in (222) Bahanughat of Bhanubill Area, (223) 
Sarapathari, (224) Rajbari, (225) Mashimpur, (226) Norsing Tilla, 
(227) Chuto Dhamai, (228) Boro Dhamai of Borlekha Sub- 
Division, (229) Dewan Bag, (230) Sri Mangal, (231) Sripur, (232) 
Chandipur and (233) Parua of Sunamganj area. 

In the Moulabi Bazar District, they are found at (234) 
Aadampur, (235) Madhab Pur, (236) Ghuramara, (237) Kamal 
Ganj, (238) North Tilakpur and, (239) Baligaon of Kamalganj 
Union and (240) Tetoi Gaon of Adampur union and (241) Tez 
Gaon of Dhaka Sadar District etc. This linguistic minority 
community, better placed there, but their Kinsmen are in India, 
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as the Govt. of Bangladesh have been trying to ameliorate their 
social and economical condition and promote their cultural heritage. 
They have been already given the benefit of Radio and Television 
programme to focus their dance, music, fine arts, and aristic tracts 
in their language in Bangladesh. Their Population is estimated to 
be more than two lakhs about. 

Moreover, the Bishnupriya Manipuris were originally 
confined to the surrounding areas of the Logtak Lake in Manipur. 
The Principal localities are known as (242) Khangbok, (243) 
Heirok, (244) Nachau, (245) Mayang Imphal, (246) Bishnupur 
(Bishenpur), (247) Khunau, (248) Ningthowkhong, (249) 
Thampapokpi, (250) Lamangdong, (251) Moirang, (252) 
Thoubal and also in (253) Loi areas and other places etc. 
Formerly, the Bishnupriya Manipuris are very numerous in the 
above said localities, of which a major portion was included in 
the Khumal Kingdom. Still a good number of them are living in 
Manipur and estimated to be near about two lakhs. Even, 
according to Late Suna Chand Singha of Village Jamirala of 
Patharkandi Constituency under Karimganj District - (254) In 
Burma, there were not less than 50,000 thousand Bishnupriya 
Manipuris living during the freedom movement of 1934-35, who 
were accustomed to dress “Lungi‘‘ in place of Khuttei (Gamocha) 
or "Feicham" (Dhuti) as under garment, which may well be 
expected to be three times more perhaps after 80 years. 


The rest of the Bishnupriya Manipuris of about 2,00,000 
(two lakhs) are in Manipur, after last Burmese Invasion, which 
will be feasibly quadrupled after two centuries of Burmese 
Invasion. 

In such a sporadic situation, on an evolutionary process, 
the Bishnupriya Manipuris had to struggle for their existence after 
migration, since the rule of the British East India Company. Thus, 
even when Assam was made asa Chief Commissioner’s Province 
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in 1874 separated from Bengal, both the Bishnupriyas and the 
Meities identified as the Manipuris of Assam with East Bengal, 
though there were clashes between the two linguistic groups 
occasionally only, Since 1931, after the formation of Surma Valley 
Manipuri Association, their relation was too far to reconcile. 

They study of foreign account brings back the Assam 
Census Report of 1891-“Manipuris exile in these districts (Assam, 
Sylhet Cachar and Tripura), who consider themselves, I am 
informed to be the real Manipuris and the present inhabitants of 
the country Manipur (Meitei Manipuri) to be the poor and 
adulterate stock accomplishment, which is reciprocated to often 
with acerbity.’” 


Notes & References : 

1, Prof. N Sinha “History of Manipuri”-Bishnupriya Manipuri Text Book 
Production Committee - Publication 2006, Page No- 27. 

2. Dr, K.P. Sinha “An etymological Dictionary and Bishnupriya 
Manipuris” Calcutta Publication 1986 page - IX (Introduction). 

3, Bhabendra Narjee “Boro Kacharir Samaj Aru Sanskriti” - 2nd Edition 
1971 Lawyers Book Stall, Guwahati, Page No- 17. 

4, R.M. Nath “The Background of Assamese Culture”, 2nd Edition 1978, 
Barua Publication, Guwahati, Page No-91. 

5. T.C. Hodson “The Meitheis”- Reprint 1975 Western Book Depoo, 
Gowahati, Page -4. 

6. E.W. Dun “Gazettier of Manipur” Reprint 1992, Manas Publication, 
Delhi, Page- 15. 

7, MLK. Sinha “Manipurar Prachin Itlhas” Coch Press, Silchar, 1968, 
Pagee No- 50-51, 
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CHAPTER -2 


1. ROLE OF BISHNUPRIYA MANIPURIS IN THE 
FREEDOM MOVEMENT: 


The role of the Bishnupriya Manipuris in the freedom 

movement, which has been described in the history of anti-British 
struggle, is anoteworthy one. This may be clearly evident from 
the following chronological accounts. 
1. Anti Landlord Movement : During the rule of the British 
East India Company under Robert Clive, Pratapgarh area under 
Sylhet, the centre point of the migrated Bishnupriya Manipuris, 
was known as Sunai-Kanchanpur in early times and it is supposed 
to be a feudal state by uniting Patharkandi and Ratabari area 
near Tripura state. There a king or a Raja, named Pratap Singha 
ruled the area or zone, and after his name, the area or Porgana 
was known as Pratapgarh area or Porgana. The name Pratapgarh 
was recorded in the Allen's Assam District Gazetteers vol. II, 
(Sylhet, Cha.II, P-62) as follows:- 

“Two miles north east of Patharkandi Police Station, there 
are the remains of the fort of Raja Pratap Singha, a petty local 
notable Chief, who had given his name to the Pratapgarh 
Porgana.” 

Coming to History, we can understand that the Chargola 
Valley, covered with dense forest, was situated in the east-west 
part of the Pratapgarh area, including another long soil wall with 
jungles in the north side of capital Rajbari, called the Garh of Pratap 
Singha, being the protection of boundary wall. But the family 
traditions of Jagat Singha and Pratap Singha have not been identified. 
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Yet, the name of Pratapgarh is so identical with the name of King 
Pratap Singha, supposed to be the Tripura King. Later on, the 
Pratapgarh area was captured by one Mughal, named Amir Jafar. 
But some opined that Rajbari was the Capital of Pratapgarh area 
of Nobab Pratap Singha, which was occupied under the leadership 
of the Kachari Queen Kamala Devi. But later on, the Kachari 
soldiers were driven out from Pratapgarh by one sultan or the 
Mughal, where many enemies were killed, and their heads were 
buried by digging a pond in the south of Rajbari, as called “Munda 
Mala”, Butaccording to some, the Bishnupriya Manipuris feel proud 
that the strongmen Udai and Budai of the Capital Rajbari, were 
their ancestors, who killed their enemies and drove out the rest 
from Rajbari,’ and thereafter cleared forest and jungles. Thus, later 
on, some villages or Janapadas were created by some Bishnupriya 
Manipuri families of Sylhet till the advent of the East India Company 
under the British rule. 

So, it can be said that Pratapgarh is the prime centre of 
freedom movement of Bishnupriya Manipuris after the down fall 
of the Mughal Empire to fight against the rule of the British East 
India Company. In this connection, it may be pointed out here that 
the East India Company under Robert Clive gained the Dewani 
Grant of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa in 1765 from Shah Alom, the 
Mughol Emperor and thereby the collector Mr. Robert Lindsay 
was empowered to collect revenue from Chargola Valley of 
Pratapgarh Mohal under Sylhet. But Radharam, the local chief of 
Chargola Valley openly declared himself as the Nowab of Chargola 
and did not agree to pay tax or revenue to the company and got 
ready to attack the soldiers of East India Company with the help of 
kukis and naval forces. Accordingly the soldiers of East India 
Company under Davidson were seriously defeated by the 
Radharam Company at the battle of Sonbil. Yet later on, the British 
East India Company, by the Divide and Rule Policy, plotted a 
conspiracy by joining hands with Kanuram Biswas, the General of 
Radharam and thus, Radharam was caught red handed at 
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Siddeswar Baruni Mela near Pachgram, who committed suicide in 
1782 A.D. Thus, the battle of Sonbil of Chargola Valley under 
Pratapgarh Revenue Collection Zone, isa mile stone of the freedom 
movement after the battle of plassey. 
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2. Permanent settlement Act and the Bishnupriya 
Manipuris: 

There had been civil uprisings now and then amongst the 
Bishnupriya Manipuris of Pratapgarh area against the colonial 
rule, for payment of revenue to the landlords or Zamindars, which 
fanned the flame of the fuel by the Bengal Regulation Act of 1793, 
better called the Permanent Settlement Act of 1793, implemented 
by Lord Cornwallis, the then Governor General of India. 
Accordingly, as this Act was introduced in Sylhet District, a great 
repercussion spread in worse effect among the local Bishnupriya 
Manipuris, mostly of the peasants and labours. By this Act. the 
Landlord class was made the practical owner of land to collect 
revenue from the cultivators and hence, the enjoyment of 
autonomous status of the lands of Bishnupriya Manipuris was 
suppressed, which provided with a weapon against the Permanent 
Settlement Act of 1793. Ultimately a bitter clash took place 
between the police and the protestor of Bishnupriya Manupris, 
who were mostly women. In this clash, a Magistrate named 
Sambhu Sen was killed, as remarked by Mrinal Das Gupta in the 
book “Je path DiaAlam.” 

In that clash of struggle, an active role was taken by the 
Bishnupriya Manipuris of Pratapgarh area like 1. Kamala Singha 
Hazari. 2. Ratna Singha Hazari 3. Manjuri Kshetrani. 4. Janhabi 
Devi (Janu). 5. Bargol Oja (drum dancer). These valiant 
Bishnupriya Manipuri heroes and heroines even appealed to the 
Calcutta supreme court, better called King in Council or Privy 
Council against the judgement of the lower court for revenue 
collection by the zamindars, the rule of which runs as follows. 

“If any person shall find him or her or themselves aggrieved 
by any judgement, decree, order or rule of the said supreme court 
in any case whatsoever, it shall and may be lawful for him and 
them to appeal to us, successors in our or their council.” 3 

It is learned that both the king of Manipur and Tripura 
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helped very much in this appellant judgement; for which the 
Kolkata Supreme court (Privy Council) passed the Verdict and 
declared as “John Decree” in favour of Bishnupriya Manipuri 
farmers of pratapgarh area and asa result, the Zamindars lost the 
power of revenue collection and handed over the power to the 
Bishnupriya Manipuris to pay tax and revenue at their own. 
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3. The Revolt of 1857 and the Bishnupriya Manipuris : 

In the next phase, during the Sepoy Mutiny or the Revolt 
of 1857, the active participation of the Bishnupriya Manipuri 
sepoys, is clearly proved from the following records- 

i) A letter (Judicial Branch) of the then collector of Sylhet 
dt- 22™ Oct. 1857, Bangladesh Archives records to the 
Board of Revenue Vol. 366, Page- 112-13. 

i) A letter of the then collector of the Sylhet, Dt. 24" Nov 
1857 to the Board of Revenue. 

iii) A letter of Superintendent, Dt. 29" Nov 1857 to the 
District Magistrate of Sylhet. 

iv) Aletter of Captain M.G. Allen, Dt. 4" Dec. 1857 to the 
District magistrate of Sylhet. 

v) Aletter to the District Judge, Sylhet from the commander 
Arakan Battalian dt 19 May 1857, remarked by Historian 
Ratan Lal Chakraborty, University of Dacca in his book " 
Sadhinata Yudha and Bangladesh" 

“That the feeling and courage of the Bishnupriya Manipuris 
could not be put an end in the sepoy mutiny. The Manipuri sepoys 
stationed in the District of Sylhet appealed to the European officials 
in Sylhet town. To encounterimminent threat, the European officials 
and the leading citizen of the Sylhet town, gathered in a meeting. 
One of the members of the sitting made a proposal to surrender 
half of the treasury among the rebles, so that the rest half amount 
would be intact. But Mr. Larkin, the collector of Sylhet and Mr. 
GN. Dod, the contemporary writer as well as the direct participant 
in the war of Sylhet ruled out the above proposal and subsequently 
the Sylhet Treasury was shifted to Fort William (Calcutta). In 
May 1857, Sepoy Nutan Singha escaped from the party and 
linked up with the Cachar Manipuris and also with the rebel 
Manipuris. The District Judge of Sylhet issued an order to arrest 
(6) Nutan Singha on Noxious with the trained level sepoy to outfit 
Manipuri sepoy, (7) Pulor Singha nobbed at Sylhet. His intension 
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was to arrest him hand in hand with the 73 NI station at Dhaka 
before the revolt, the fact was divulged at the time of interrogation. 
The three companies of 34 NI which had mutinised at Chaitagang, 
entered Cachar with intention of advance towards Manipur. It 
was remarked by K.N. Dutta in his book “Land mark of Freedom 
Struggle in Assam”, Shillong (1952, P-32) and the company 
confirmed that the Manipuris of Sylhet had maintained a close 
relation with the 33 NI company of Chitagang Mutineers, who 
were leading towards Manipur as referred in Captain M.G Allan's 
letter to the Sylhet district Magistrate, Dt. 14.12,1857 quoted by 
R.L. Chakraborty on 16.12.1857. The British forces led by Major 
Byngnik Singh of Sylhet Light Infantry, raided Pratapgarh to flash 
out the rebel sepoys from their hideouts that referred to Rajani 
Kanta Gupta Sepoy Yoddha Kotha, Part-IV, P-210. Later on, 
Major Bygnik Singha was killed during the ecnounter at Latu. 

The local Bishnupriya Manipuris of Pratapgarh strongly 
reacted to the station of Army in the area, which took the shape 
of a fight with officials and resorted to many unlawful activities 
against the colonial rule. About 50 Nos. of Bishnupriya Manipuris 
were arrested during the period of movement, among whose the 
name of (8) Gillou Singha, (9) Paisananda Singha, (10), Tulsidas 
Singha, (11) Kailash Chandra Singha, (12) Shyam Singha, (13) 
Nara Singha and (14) Tabina Singha and (15) Bhagabati Mishra 
were specially mentioned. 

Further, The Assam District Gazettee 1857 Vol. II (Sylhet 
Chapter) in page-78 has stated- “The Manipuris are by nature 
turbulent and unruly people and have a little respect for the 
Magesty and the Law.” 

Thus, it is quite evident that the East India Company under 
the British Govt. was very much afraid of the Bishnupriya 
Manipuris in the Revolt of 1857. Among the rebel Bishnupriya 
Manipuri Sepoys, some had been banished and some had been 
executed. 
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In this connection, some notes with reference to the book, 


“The Munity Period in Cachar” by Dr, Sujit Choudhury, which 
are mentioned below, seem to be very important. 


i 


iti) 


A letter from Capt. Robert Stewart, Superintendent, 
Cachar to the Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal Fort 
William, Dt. 22.12.1857 runs as follows - Late on the 
night of the 19th instant, I received a letter from Mr. Dod, 
who had accompanied the force, sent with Major Byang 
from Sylhet in pursuit of the mutineers of the 34" NI 
informing, that after having marched to Pratapgarh, Major 
Byang's forces, upon certain information received, counter 
marched to Latu on the River Kushiara, and there had an 
engagement with the mutineers on the moming ofthe 18th, 
in which they were completely routed with a loss of about 
30 men, The remainder had left; it was said in the direction 
of Pratapgarh with a view to march towards Cachar and 
Manipur. 

Another letter of R.S Stewart to the Captain Stevens. 


Captain Stevens, 
Comdg, Officer, Sylhet Light Infantry. 


Thave the honour to bring to your favour able notice the 
conduct of the marginally noted men of your Battalion. 
These men formed a guard sent with four boxes of 
ammunitions to major Byang at Pratapgarh. Thither they 
went but on reaching that place they found Major Byang 
has proceeded to Latoo. 

“I have informed you that the Manipuris have deserted to 
mutineers. I have as yet been unable to take any of the 
princes, who joined them or who broke their arrest, but I 
do not think it possible that they can long escape, as the 
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rewards offered for their apprehension will excite the 
Cupidity of the Bengalees to give information.” 

iv) Iam preparinga list of the Manipuri Princes resident in 
Cachar for submission to his Honour through Mr. Allen, 
with a view to arranging their future disposal. The presence 
of many of them, upwards of 30 in this district, amongst 
all, have been of claim for tittle to the Guddee of Manipur, 
has already on many occasions and is likely to be in future 
also, the cause of much disturbance, which nothing short 
of their deportation further is likely to prevent. 

Thave etc, R.S Streewards offg, Supdt, 
The names of eight men are in the margin:- 
16) Sroop Singha, (17) Ramdeen Singha, (18) Paraik 
Singha, (19) Dameer Singha, 
(20) Rajkumar Singha, (21) Soraram Singha, (22) 
Kujunder Singha and, (23) Laxman Singha, 
v) Another letter to Lt, T.G. Roos from Capt. Stvens, dt. 
16.01.1858 is as follows’. 
To Lt. T.G Ross 
Comme, Sylhet Light Infantry Battalion 
“The following isa list showing the total Nos, of ‘mutineers, 
sepoys, killed since they entered Cachar. Tried and executed by 
civil Authority : 13 
killed inaction :37 
Died of wounds : 02 
Killed by scouts : 17 
Found dead in jungles : 02 
Caught by villagers, scouts, troops both govt, and Manipuris 
and tried and executed By military Law : 39 
Total : 110 


Sri Achhut Charan Tatwanidhi wrote in his book “Srihattar 
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Itibritta” that when Major Byang learnt that the rebels, had left 
for Latu, the British Soldiers met the revels at Latu, who took 
shelter on the Malegar (treasury) hillock, on the bank of the river 
kushiara and started firing on the British soldiers. The Soldiers 
were stationed on the bank below. The first round took Major 
Byang, who instantly died. Soon another five soldiers were killed 
and others were seriously injured. Subedar Ajodhya Singha 
showed great skill and won the battle. The Incident is known as 
the battle of Latoo. The rebels left behind them, 26 of their 
comrades, who were dead and hid themselves in the jungle.”* 

However, the confusion as not clearly explained by Dr. 
Choudhury about Manipuris, it can be assumed that the Manipuris 
were perhaps most of the Bishnupriyas. So, many incidents took 
place surrounding the Mutiny of 1857, being the great upheaval 
in the whole country. It has been styled as the Sepoy Mutiny by 
the foreign historians, but in the opinion of Indian Scholars, as the 
First War of Indian Independence, where some Bishnupriya 
Manipuris took an active part for the freedom of the country, as 
reported, 
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4. Tenant Revolt at Bhanubil Area: 

After the Revolt of 1857, a great awakening spread 
throughout the country for freedom movement, and as a result, 
the great Indian National Congress was formed in Dec, 1885 in 
Bombay, under the presidentship of Sir W.C. Banarjee, which 
showed the path of freedom movement from the foreign yoke. 
Thus, the dawn of 20" century in India is a great land mark for 
national awakening as a Movement of Renaissance, leading to 
many notable incidents. Thus, an important one is called the 
"Bhanubil Tenant Revolt" under Sylhet District of East Bengal, 
that happened in various phases from 1901 to 1932 against the 
Zamindars and Nayebs under the British East India Company. A 
large Nos. of Bishnupriya Manipuris were involved in the Anti 
Zamindari Movement and fought valiantly by courting arrest and 
faced imprisonment with heroic death, thatrecorded belowina 
phase manner, as an account of the freedom movement, next 
after the Revolt of 1857. 

Hence, the next important Bishnupiya Manipuri Freedom 
Fighter of Sylhet is (24) Panchanan Sarma, alias Panchanan 
Thakur, the father of Baikuntha Nath Sarma, an inhabitant of ' village 
Bhanubil of Maulabi Bazar under Kamalganj Police Station of 
Sylhet. He took an active part from 1901-1907 against the 
Zamindar Amzad Ali khan of Pritham Pasa of Kulaura Police 
Station. He possessed the great Bhanubil Taluk or revenue 
collection area, including largely Bishnupriya Manipuri inhabited 
Village of Ghuramara and Tetoi Gaon etc. The Zamindar Amzad 
Ali Khan, with the help of Nayab Promd Dhar and Raj Behari 
Das, created pressure to pay tax or revenue of land to the 
Bishnupriya Manipuri farmers of Bhanubil area. But panchanan 
Sarma fought heroically against the Zamindar Amzad Ali khan, 
and the liberal Bishnupriya Manipuris jointly protested deeply 
against the revenue collection or tax payment of lands of Bhanubil 
area, led by Panchanan Sarma with his associate members like 
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(25) Chauba Singha (26) Raman Singha, (27) Gobardhan Singha 
and (28) Rupchand Singha by the slogan “free tax, free land”. 
But Panchanan Sarma was tortured and imprisoned for two years 
in Sylhet Jail and following the incident, many evictions were made 
by breaking houses of liberal Bishnupriya Manupris, with the help 
of elephants etc.® 


Notes & References: 
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2011, Page -14. 

4. Dr. Sujit Choudhury - “The Munity period in Cachar” Silchar 
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5, Dr. Sujit Choudhury - “The Mutiny Period in Cacahr” Silchar 
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6. Prof. Ranjit Sinha “Swadinata Sangrame Bangladeshar Manipuri 
Samaj”, Reprint 2000 A.D. Dhaka Publication, Page No- 17/19. 
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CHAPTER-3 


1. NON CO-OPERATION MOVEMENT & 
THE BISHNUPRIYA MANIPURIS 


With the spread of westem education in India, when the 
spread of nationalism influenced the whole country, a new kind 
of Renaissance inspired the minds of the Bishnupriya Manupris in 
the early part of 20" Century, settled in Shylet and Tripura. The 
spirit of Non-Cooperation movement of Gandhiji and specially 
by the writings of lyrical poems and songs of (29) Gitiswami 
Gokulananda of Madhavpur of Sylhet, as a social reformer and 
philosopher and writing with historical facts, about the origin of 
Bishnpuriya Manipuris by (30) Mahendra Kumar Sinha and (31) 
social reformer like Tanu Babu Sinha of Patherkandi and, Folk 
Dance and Artist Dancer like (32) Guru Nileswar Mukharjee of 
Mashimpur in Sylhet, added a lot to this effect. 

All these social reformers created a great enthusiasm in 
society, who joined the peasant revolt by joining hands with the 
great rebel (33) Baikunthanath Sharma, the son of Panchanan 
Thakur and (34) Lilabati Sharma, another revel and daughter of 
Baikunthanath Sharma of Sylhet District, along with another 
freedom fighter named (35) Girindra Mohan Sinha, S/o Dhala 
Sinha of Bhanughat of Sylhet District. Now, how the writings and 
songs of the lyrical poet and famous social reformer Gokulananda 
Gitiswami influenced the whole Bishnupriya Manipuri Society, is 
clearly effected by the following rhythmic song — 
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“Utho Utho! Kshatriya Santan! Salkaro Joy Bagabhan, 
Bishnur Kripar Bouhane, akta onir Megalahan.”! 

(Meaning- “oh! rise the Kshatriya son! pray to the Almighty, 
as symbol of unification, by the blessings of Lord Bishnu”’). 

Naturally, this cultural song of Gitiswami, instigated the 
BishnupriyaManipuris to join in the Non-Co-operation Movement 
and Swadeshi Movement, launched by Gandhiji in 1920-21. They 
followed the slogan of Gandhiji—“If you become Swadeshi, you 
must boycott Videshi”. Thus, they are much accustomed to use 
Charka (Spining Wheel) as the Symbol of Swadeshi and dignity 
of labour, as source of economy by weaving Bishnupriya Manipuri 
dress like Khuttei (Gamcha), Angaluri and Talafuti (Women 
weaving Dress), Bed- Sheet, Chador etc. Even the Manchurian 
Cloths import could not influence them. The Chief manufacture 
was carried on in Sylhet, Cachar, Tripura and Manipuri Khesh or 
cotton cloths, as bed coverlet etc. woven by Manipuri Women 
living in the district. Thus, a khadi store room shopcentre, better 
called ‘Bidyashram Khadi centre, was set up in 1925 at Rangirkhul 
near Kulaura Junction of Sylhet. Some freedom fighters of the 
then time, were the members of Bidyashram Centre, named 
Mahendra Sinha, Girindra Sinha and Balaram Sinha of Bhanubil 
under Sylhet. Two Satyagrahi workshop centres were performed 
at Rangirkhul and Sylhet as pillars of Non Co-operation 
Movement, where a numberable Bishnupriya Manipuris joined. 
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2. CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE AND SALT 
MOVEMENT WITH PEASANT REVOLT 


The British Govt. sent Simon Commission by the Montague 
Chelms ford Reform Act of 1918-19, which helped to launch the 
famous Civil Disobedience Movement and Salt Movement in 
1930. It excited both the students and employees of the Country, 
where a large number of Bishnupriya Manipuri freedom fighters 
Joined like (36) Madan Mohan Sinha of Patherkandi, (37) Krishna 
, Kumar sinha (Head Pandit) of Rajar Gaon, 
(38) Promod Sinha, O/C and (39) Krishna 
Mohan Sinha of Bilbari, (40) Gajendra 
|| Sinha, Teacher of Nurkha, (41) Rajkumar 
f| Sinha, Amin of Patherkandi etc tesigned to 

4) the post and joined in the Civil Disobedience 
Movement. Further, (42) Shyamakanta 
Sinha of Mantrigram, Patherkandi as the 
President of Karimganj Congress 
Committee, being influenced by the idealism 
of Jogeswar Das of Surma Valley Congress, convened a Congress 
meeting at Patrogram Srimandap and origanised the Bishnupriya 
Manipuris to join the Civil Disobedience and Salt Movement to 
protest against the Salt Tax. But due to economic crisis to run the 
movement (43) Badan Sinha, (44) Tuku Sinha, (45) Dhanhani 
Sinha of Tmokhal, (46) Ballavi Sinha of Kachubari, (47) Madana 
Chand Sinha of Billbari, (48) Gopi Mohan Sinha of Hailakandi 
looted Hundi (Labour wage) from Chankhira and Medley T.E 
and even Sonachand Sinha of Jamirala boycotted class from 
Kumilla College. As a result, Badan Sinha of Tinokhal was 
arrested and sent to Tezpur Jail for 10 months during the Civil 
Disobedience Movement. 

To fan the flame of the Civil Disobedience and Salt 
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Movement, the Peasant Revolt moved by the Bishnupriya 
Manipuris in the Bhanubil area under Sylhet, is a memorable 
incident in 1930-37. In the revolt that followed, headed by 
Purnendu Sekhar Sengupta and Biresh Misra, the Surma Valley 
Manipuri Youths started from Moulabi Bazar reached in the 
Bhanubil area in 1930. There joined many Bishnupriya Manipuri 
agitators like Banikunthanath Sharma, Girindra Mohan Sinha, 
Lilabati Sharma ete, including (49) Lehausena Devi, (50) Sabitri 
Debi, (51) Budhimanta Sinha, (52) Nabadwip Sinha, (53) Bidya 
Sagar Sinha, (54) Dinanath Sinha, (55) Hemangini Sinha, (56) 
Kunjalata Sinha, (57) Usha Sinha, (58) Moitali Debi and (59) 
Kamala Debi etc. They joined with followers like Tulsi Debi, 
Fulkumari Debi, Kala Debi and Bidhumukhi Debi, Jini Debi of 
Sylhet and even Imachou Debi of Barkhola etc. In 1932, 
Choudhury Sinha, the Police Inspector of Sylhet, proceeded to 
break the house of Baikunthanath Sharma, as the ring leader of 
the Peasant Revolt with the help of Police force, inspite of 
obstacles by the agitators like (60) Khamtal Sinha, (61) Raja 
Sinha, (62) Babuchan Sinha, (63) Tombi Kshetrani, (64) Badani 
Kshettrani (65) Laxmi Kshetrani with Guru Nileswar Mukherjee 
ete. 


On the other hand, landless farmers and peasants formed 
Farmers Association after the Civil Disobedience Movement. They 
occupied Forest Reserve Land by Landless Peasant at Patherkandi 
Longai Reserve and Ratabari Singla Reserve Forest Lands by 
CPI leader like (66) Sambhu Sinha, (67) Sachindra Banarjee, 
(68) Mouba Sinha, (69) Ibemcha Singha, (70) Golap Singha, 
(71) Kalachand Singha and (72) Hunou Singha etc. of 
Patherkandi, headed by Mrinal Dasgupta and Sambhu Sinha ete.* 
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3. TENANT REVOLT 1930 AT BHANUBIL 
AREA UNDER SYLHET 


Inthe Tenant Revolt at Bhanubil area, Rasbehari Das, the 
Nayeb of Landlord Amzad Ali Khan of Prithampasa of Bhanubil 
area, did not dare to proceed to collect tax or revenue of land 
from the peasants of Bhanubil area. The innocent Bishnupriya 
Manipuris made their Slogan "Free Land, Free Tax". Even the 
rebels deeply protested against Salt Tax producing local salt. But 
the Zamindar with the help of police forces arrested many agitators 
like Rupchand Sinha along with (73) Krishna Mani Sharma, (74) 
Purnachan Sinha, (75) Thongbabu Sinha, (76) Bijoy Sinha, (77) 
Kunjalata Sinha, (78) Dhala Sinha, father of Girindra Mohan Sinha 
and, — Mohan Singha of Bhanubil area. In 1931, Baikunthanath 
Sharma was arrested and imprisoned for 2 years, and Khamtal 
Sinha, Babu Chand Singha and Raja Sinha were imprisoned for 
6 months each in Sylhet Jail. 

How the Peasant Revolt of Bhanubil area excited the 
movement exploiting the Bishnupriya Manipuris by the Zamindar, 
is beyond description. One glaring example-as per record is 
sufficient, in respect of Dhala Sinha, a poor peasant and father of 
valiant freedom fighter Girindra Mohan Sinha of Bhanubil area, is 
furnished below. 

Assam Schedule VII (Part -1) Form No- 339 H.E. Civil 
Procedure No-50A (Approved in letter No- 1807, Dtd. 
13.05.1931) Attachment in Execution (5). 

Prohibitory order, where the property consists of immovable 
property, (order 21, Rule-54, Code of Civil procedure Dist- 
Sylhet, C/o- Moulavi Bazar Munsef Court. 


To, Dhala Sinha, Accused 
“Since case No, 80, Dtd. 20.12.1930 in favour of appealant 
Md. Hyder Ali Khan, case No-47 V9. As you are unable to 
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clear Land Tax, you are not entitled to sale the Deed or Decree 
of immovable property. It is prohibited until further order.” 

Thus the Bishnupriya Manipuri peasants were tortured and 
deprived of their immovable property, for which the Tenant Revolt 
rose into climax. In this connection, following special leaders of 
Peasant Revolt, are noteworthly to be mentioned, that translated 
from Bengali of the book “ Swadinata Sangrame Bangladeshar 
Manipuri Samaj” by Dr. Ranjit Sinha. 

I) Panchanan Thakur: Sri Panchanan Sharma, better called 
Panchanan Thakur, was born in an aristocratic family of Bhanubil 
Village under Sylhet. He was the first leader of Peasant Revolt to 
fight against eviction made by the Zamindar Amzad Ali Khan and 
Nayeb Rasbihari Das in 1901 and 1907. The British Govt. 
officials could not control him, who fought heroically to survive 
the right of peasant about the immovable property, for which he 
was made political prisioner for 2 years in Sylhet Jail, where he 
fled from the Jail by beating the Jail Superintendent. Thus, the 
heroism of Panchanan Sharma, as the freedom fighter is a 
memorable one. 

ID Girindra Mohan Sinha : Girindra Mohan Sinha, being the 
valiant freedom fighter of Bhanubil area, was born in 1905 at 
Bhanubil area. He was a member of Bengal Provincial Congress 
under Purnendu Kishor Sengupta and Durgesh Deb. He was the 
follower of Non-Co-Operation Movement. He was caught in 
ted handed at Ghoramara Village by one Choudhury Sinha, a 
Police Inspector, for finding anti Govt. records and thereby 
imprisoned for 2 years in Sylhet and Midnapore jail and realeased 
from Jail in 1934 and thereafter sent to jail for 3 times. 

Even for this Congress work in freedom movement, he 
was invited for award in 1973 by Mrs. India Gandhi at Red Fort, 
but he was unable to attend due to his Physical illness. He lost his 
life in 1983 by sacrificing his work in freedom movement, which 
was a remarkable event. 
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II) Baikunthanath Sharma : Sri Baikunthanath Sharma, the 
2nd Son of Panchanan Sharma, born in 1890 at Bhanubil Village 
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of Kamalganj Police Station under Sylhet, took active part in the 
Tenant Revolt of 1930 against ill-activities of the Zamindar Amzad 
Ali Khan of Pritampasa by organising the Peasants and labours. 
Thus, he was imprisoned serially for 5 years in Sylhet Central 
Jail. Thereafter, he was released in 1935, by the Provincial 
Autonomy of the Govt. of India Act 1935, where he was 
congratulated highly and delivered his valuable speech at the 
Moulavi Bazar Sadar area for freedom movement. 

Thus, Baikunthanath Sharma, a reverent Congress worker 
and freedom fighter, breathed his last in 1961, by contributing a 
lot of works uniting the people of Bhanubil area in the freedom 
movement, which cannot be forgotten. 
IV) Lilabati Sharma : Lilabati Sharma, the daughter of 
Baikunthanath Sharma, was a valiant 
heroine and successor to her father in the 
Tenant Revolt of 1930. She raised the flag 
of the Country in a Conference Hall of 
Sadar Sylhet comprising thousands of men 
and women against the ill activities of the 
| Zamindars. At the time of arrest, Lilabati 
Sharma, a young girl of 16 years, told to 
women- “Do not fear and Pluck up 
courage to continue the Peasant Revolt”. Such a valiant Heroine 
Lilabati, was sent to Sylhet Jail for 9 months, who was released 
in middle of 1932. Apart from these, many peasant and farmers 
were arrested to fight against the British Govt. like Raja Sinha, 
Dhanbabu Sinha, Purna Sinha, Khamtal Sinha, Babuchan Sinha 
and Budhimanta Sinha and thereby sent to Midnapore Jail for 6 
months each.° 

It may be pointed out here that during the Tenant Revolt, 
Pandit Jawharlal Nehru, landed at Bhanubil area in 1937 early 
part, where Pandit Nehru was felicitated by the Bishnupriya 
Manupuri Women Thampalei Kshetrani of Ghoramara. There, 
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Pandit Nehru remarked - 

“In the Bhanubil area of Sythet, I came across a large 
number of Manipuris, hundreds of charka with Manipuri women 
and girls playing in the wheel sets, therein ordered array to 
welcome me and their menfolk and charming children stood by. I 
was surprised and pleased to see these Manipuris and delighted 
to learn the brave part they had taken in the Civil Disobedience 
Movement. They had also, had an economic Non- Tax Movement 
of their own same year ago, where an attempt was made to 
enhence their rents” ° 

Thus, the Tenant or Peasant Revolt of Bhanubil area for 6 
years from 1930-35, was ended by the Govt. of India Act 1935, 
that was implemented in 1937. Yet, the Peasant or the Tenant 
Revolt of Bhanubil area initiated by the Bishnupriya Manipuris, 
was a milestone in the history of freedom movement in India. 
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4. EMERGENCE OF 2ND WORLD WAR 
AND INVOLVEMENT OF BISHNUPRIYA 
MANIPURIS 


After the Civil Disobedience Movement and Peasant Revolt 
at Bhanubil area, relating to other freedom movements like 
Agrarian Movement etc, Netaji Subash Chandra Bose, while 
returning from Kulaura in 1937, visited Bhanubil and delivered 
an attractive speech applauding the heroic Bhanubil Peasant 
Revolt, led by Baikunthanath Sharma, Lehausena Debi, Lilabati 
Sharma, Girindra Mohan Sinha along with Purnendu Sengupta 
and Biresh Misra etc. The British Govt, observed that the revolt 
was spread among the Manipuris in surma valley and thus, witha 
view to suppress the movement, Mr. Walker Saheb, the then 
Surma Valley Commsioner, deputed Krishna Kumar Sinha of 
Masughat, an officer of Cachar District and advised him to 
convince the Bishnupriya Manipuris, not to join at the influence 
of the Bengal Provincial Congress. But as no fruitful result was 
seen, many Bishnupriya Manipuris were tortured by the Gurkha 
Soldiers with the breaking of houses and temples by elephants 
etc. At last, an Inquiry Commission was formed with Mrs. Elan 
Wilkinsion and Mr. Krishna Menon, member of the House of 
Commons and Labour Party, who came to study the movement 
of Bhanubil, that was reported to Parliament. But it was ended in 
smoke, as the British framed a constitution, by the Govt. of India 
Act 1935. It was implemented in 1937 with the Provincial 
Autonomy. Thereafter, the Bishnupriya Manipuri Prisoners of 
Bhanubil area were released from Jail and both the Sirdulla 
Ministry and Bordoloi Ministry were declined with the advent of 
24 World War. 

In the 2" World War that followed, Germany conquered 
Poland in Europe and got ready to attack England, who could 
understand that without the help of Indians, England could not 
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overcome the situation in the 2™ World War. So, Lord Linlithgo, 
the British Indian viceroy, made a declaration on August 1940, 
better called “August Offer” only to please the Indians, which 
was rejected by Mahatma Gandhi. 

Thereafter, Mahatma Gandhi started the Individual 
Satyagraha Movement on 05.01.1941, instead of the Civil 
Disobedience Movement. Simultaneously, “All India Jallian 
Wallabagh Day” was first observed at Patherkandi, where Peasant 
Organisation along with various Congress Party were formed by 
the Bishnupriya Manipuris in every village including other areas 
also. : 

It may be pointed out here that some local reactionaries 
were very much up and doing, by setting aside both the 
Bishnupriya. Manipuris and Meitei Manipuris from political 
influence, but not successful, only because of the influence of the 
CPI leader Mrinal Das Gupta and other political leaders. As a 
result, most of the Bishnupriya Manipuris became the members 
of the Peasant Organisation, consisting of Congress and 
Communist Party of India, specially both at Patherkandi and 
Ratabari areas. 

7 Among the individual Satyagrahis of 

Mahatma Gandhi that accorded 
permission, was (79) Shyamakanta Sinha, 
the Congress member, following the MLA 
of Karimganj Rabindra Aditya and Khan 
Bahadur Mohammad Ali. This 
Shyamakanta Sinha was arrested near 
Baitakhal T.E with his large number of 
Bishnupriya Manipuri youths, by one 
Banamali Kewte, the then S.I. of 
Patherkandi and another one Binoy Gupta, 
the CID Police Inspector, on the way to Bazaricherra, in the middle 
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of January 1941 and thereby sent to Sylhet Jail. In addition to 
this, (80) Sona chand Sinha of Village Jamirala, Patherkandi area 
joined in the Satyagraha Movement, for which he was sent to jail. 

Needless to mention that this freedom fighter Sonachand 
Sinha boycotted class room at Kumilla Degree College of Sylhet 
in the Movement of 2nd world War, accompanied by revel 
Ullasker Dutta of Silchar, as a revolutionery party against the 
British Govt. Simultanously, (81) Sri Nishikanta Sinha of Village 
East Krishna Nagar, Dullabcherra under Ratabari, student of MC 
College, Sylhet and thereafter as Police Officer, on being supporter 
of the Satyagraha Movement, was transferred to different places 
of Assam. But due to his efficiency, Nishikanta Sinha was 
promoted to the post of DSP (Deputy Superintendent of Police) 
after 1930. Even with the supervision of the British Govt. Sri 
Sinha donated some lands to set up one LP School in early 1930, 
one Nehru Girls MV School and CVPHS School in the Pre- 
Independent period.* 

In the next phase, we can know that both the Peasant 
Organisation and Congress Organisation, along with the leftist 
idea was initiated by Mrinal Das Gupta, the CPI leader, at various 
villages of Ratabari and Dullabcehrra area like- Panchdali, West 
Krishnanagar, East Krishnanagar, Patiala, Beratuk and Betubari 
etc in the 2" World War. 

As stated, Sri Das Gupta took shelter at first in the house 
of Congrees minded freedom fighter (82) Sri Suresh Sinha of 
village West Krishnanagar and thereafter remained-in another 
Congress minded freedom fighter (73) Sri Rajmani Sinha of Village 
Panchdali, along with some leftist individuals of Mukharjee family 
of the same village. Further infuenced by both the rightist (congress) 
and the leftist ideology (Communist Party), some Bishnupriya 
Manipuri freedom fighters of different villages are found in the 
middle of the 2" World War under Ratabari and Patherkandi of 
Karimganj. They include : 
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84) 
85) 
86) 
87) 
88) 
89) 


90) 
91) 
92) 


Drunacharja Sinha (Congress) of Village Chamtilla 
Laxmi Kant Sinha (Congress) of Village Baskaltilla 
Babu Dhan Sinha (CPI of Village Shyamanagar 

Behari Sinha (CPM) of Village Baskaltilla 

Lalmohan Sinha (Cong) of Village Patiala 

Mahendra Kr. Sinha (Cong) a freedom fighter Pensioner, 
Chamtilla, Dullabcherra 

Gopal Sinha (Cong) of Village Betubari 

Monoranjan Chatterjee (Cong) of Village Betubari 
Madan Mohan Mukharjee (CPM) of Village Panchadali 
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i i is 
Madan Mohan Arjun Sinha 
Mukharjee 
93) Kamini Mohan Mukharjee (Cong) of Panchdali 
94) Gopi Mohan Mukherjee (CPM) of Village Pancdali 
95) Kalachand Sinha (Cong) of Patherkandi 
96) ‘Tarachand Sinha (Cong) of Patherkandi 
97) Khandal Sinha (Cong) of Village Patrogram 
98) Arjun Sinha (CPI) of Khalibari 
99) Com.Manmohan Sinha (CPI) of Patherkandi 
100) Selkom Sinha (CPI) of East Krishnanagar 
101) Mani Sharma (Cong) of Vidyanagar. 

Thus, the aforesaid freedom fighters are found to be 
involved in freedom movement during the 2" World War. 

More over, some active members of political parties from 
Patherkand area, that joined in the freedom movement during 2 
World War, are mentioned below. 

102) Tampha Sinha (Cong) of Patherkandi 

103) Sena Sinha (Cong) of Patharkandi 

104) Kolababu Sinha (CPI) of Patherkandi 

105) Kamalbabu Sinha (CPI) of Patherkandi 
106) Braja Mohan Sinha (Cong) of Patherkandi 
107) Baladev Sinha (CPI) of Patherkandi 

108) Laxman Sinha(CPI) of Khalibari 

109) Sureswor Sinha (CPI of Patherkandi. 

110) Ramkrishna Sharma (Cong) of Man trigram 
111) Krishna Mohan Sinha (CPI) of Pathearkandi 
112) Bidyapati Mukherjee (CPI) of Block Road 
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113) 
114) 
115) 
116) 
117) 
118) 
119) 
120) 
121) 
122) 
123) 
124) 
125) 
126) 
127) 
128) 
129) 
130) 
131) 
132) 
133) 


Irendra Singha (CPI) of Ratabari 
Sachindra Banaerjee (CPI) of Patherkandi 
Gopal Sinha (CPI) of Patherkandi 

Rupa Sinha (CPI) of Patherkandi 
Jogeswor Misra (Cong) of Kalkalighat 
Madhu Sinha (Cong) of Patherkandi 
Narendra Sinha (Cong) of Patherkandi 
Debo Kumar Sinha (CPI) of Patherkandi 
Nimai Rajkumar (Cong) of patherkandi 
Bijoysena Rajkumari (cong) of Patherkandi 
Khambanjow Sinha (CPI) of Patherkandi 
Kalasena Sinha (cong) of Patherkandi 
Chandrababu Sinha (Cong) of Patherkandi 
Gourbishnu Sharma (Cong) of Patherkandi 
Hunow Sinha (CPI) of Patherkandi 

Gokul Sinha (CPI) of Patherkandi 

Khiro Gopal Sinha (CPI of Patherkandi) 
Nittai Sinha (CPI) of Patherkandi 
Kameswor Sinha (CPI) of Patherkandi 
Babusena Sinha (CPI) of Patherkandi 
Senatal Sinha (Cong) of Patherkandi) 


Movement of Kanai Bazar area. 


134) 
135) 
136) 


Chandreswor Sinha (CPI) of Singari, Patherkandi 
Kukileswar (CPI) of Block Road, Patherkandi 
Brajendra Sinha (CPI) of Block Road, Patherkandi 


Bazaricherra area Satyagraha movement in 1941): 


137) 
138) 
139) 
140) 
141) 


Mouba Singha, (CPI) 
Paka Singha, CPI 
Tbumcha Singha, CPI 
Khelendra Singha (CPI) 
Siban Singha (CPI) 
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142) Santana Singha (Cong) 
143)  Thakin Chouba Singha (CPI) 

Besides these, following are some more female active 
members of Patherkandi, joined in the Satyagraha Movement in 
1940. 

144) — Maital Debi (CPI) of Patherkandi 

145) Tulsi Rani Sinha (CPI) of ‘patherkandi 

146) Kala Debi (CPI) of patherkandi 

147) Mayo Debi (CPI) of Patherkandi 

148)  Fulkumari Debi (CPI) of patherkandi 

149) Wife of Sambhu Sinha (CPI) of Satragram 
150)  Bidhumkhi Debi (CPI) of Patherkandi 
151) Jini Debi (CPI) of Patherkandi 
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5, ALL INDIA TRADE UNION AND 
BISHNUPRIYA MANIPURI FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS IN THE SURMA VALLEY TEA 
(1939-42) 


During the formation of All India National Trade Union 
Congress (INTUC) in 1940, we can know that a few 
Bishnupriya Manipuris from Surma Valley T.E were also 
involved. In this context, it may be seemed that the Sylhet 
Congress Workers actually could not form any trade union, 
inspite of labour movement in the tea garden areas. But it was 
Sri Bidyadhar Tripathi, one Veteran congress leader, initiated 
Sylhet District Labour Movement, as the pioneer of the INTUC. 
He was the founder of Nehru Vidyapith High School near 
Medley T.E. after 1970 and the present writer was the founder 
Headmaster of that School. However, the followers of Sri Tripati 
in that Labour Movement, were Purnendu Kishor Sengupta of 
Sylhet, Rabindra Aditya and Suresh Deb of Karimganj and 
Mahitush Purkyastha of Silchar. 

In this connection, it may be pointed out here that various 
tea garden labours were organised in different tea garden areas 
like Teliapur, Nuapara of Habiganj Sub-Division, Bubrighat and 
Adamtilla Tea of Surma Valley etc, headed by Sri Mrinal Das 
Gupta, accompanied by Khandal Sinha of Patrogram during the 
period of the 2? World War. Even strong dispute was seen 
between the Manager of Longai T.E and Cachar Cha Sramik 
Union Workers, for which Sukchan Nunia, Pyari Kol, Com, 
Haridas Bhattacharjee, Rajkumar Sinha Amin, Khandal Sinha 
and Mankumari Sinha of Patherkandi and Mrinal Dasgupta were 
arrested and sent to Karimganj Jail, by the order of SDO Ahia 
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Khan Choudhury of Karimganj, 

In addition to this, Com, Sambhu Sinha, with his brother Sena 
Sinha of Satragram and Md. Badrul Haque, were selected to 
plead the case of above Prisoners, assisted by Mahabur Rouf 
Choudhury, who were also arrested and sent toJail, but altogether, 
they were released after 49 days. 
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6. QUIT INDIA MOVEMENT 1942, AND 
INVOLVMENT OF BISHNUPRIYA 
MANIPURIS. 


In the early part of 1942, the 2nd world war was started 
as a very terrible threat all over the world, due to the fact that 
after the downfall of France, Germany started to move as a victor 
power in Europe. On the other hand, Japan attacked Pearl 
Harbour, the American Navigation Port in December 1941 and 
thereafter started to proceed towards Indian border by conquering 
Burma, Indonesia and Malayasia etc. On the contrary, Netaji 
Subash Chandra Bose forsaking India, went to Germany through 
Singapore in the last part of 1941, where he addressd the Indians 
to form the India National Army (INA) better called Azad Hind 
Fauj, to fight against the British Govt. 

Insuch a critical juncture, the British Govt. felt that it was 

not feasible to suppress Japan without the help of the Indians and 
thereby released all the Indian Satyagrahis from Jail. Thereafter, 
Mr. Winston Churchil, the Prime Minister of England, sent Mr. 
Strafford Cripps with some proposals to discuss with the Indian 
National Congress, to handover the power of Indian administration 
after the 2" World war. But these proposals were rejected by 
Mahatma Gandhi with the remark that “it was a post dated Cheque 
onacrashing Bank”, which other Indian political Parties also 
rejected, 
Failure of Cripps Mission : As rejected by the Indian National 
Congress, headed by Mahatma Gandhi along with other political 
parties, Mr. Strafford cripps returned in England in March 1942 
witha failure motive. 
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Quite India Movement : Thus, after the failure of the Cripps 
Mission, “Quite India Resolution” was passed in Bombay, on 
August 8, 1942, provided to quit India by the Bristishers. Gandhiji 
speaking before and after the adoption of the resolution pressed 
the points asking the people to (i) forget the difference between 
the Hindus and the Muslims and to think that all are Indians and 
(ii) the fight was with the British imperialism but not with the British 
people (iii) In Satyagraha, there was no scope for fraud or untruth, 
(iv) everybody to feel that he was free man, not dependent and, 
(v) “Do or Die”, that is to free India, otherwise to face death and 
to accept the Congress demand that the British should quit India. 
The Govt. was already prepared to take most stringent measures 
to deal with the Congress. On 9* August morning of 1942, the 
Police arrested the Congress Leaders like Pandit Jawharlal Nehru, 
MoulanaAbul Kalam Azad, along with Mahatma Gandhi and 
sent them into prison, that to end the rule of a Government, so 
tyrannical and barbarous, led to all kind of excess, post offices, 
telegraphs, telephone and net work of railways became the main 
target of the maddened crouds." 

As the situation was very much worsened by the ruthless 
suppression of the Govt. on 09.08.1942, it had a great impact in 
the Bishnupriya Manipuri Society also. 

Freedom fighters like (152) Kuber Sinha accompanied by 
Shyamakanta Sinha and Tarachand Sinha (153) Sukhomoy Sinha 
and (154) Taraleima Debi, (Daughter of 
Mahendra Kr. Sinha) (155) Koirang Sinha 
of Patherkandi etc were arrested and sent 
to Karimganj Jail in the middle of August 
1942. Further, (156) Bhupendra Kumar 
Sinha (Moniraj) of Karimganj, the Editor 
of “Drishtipat” Karimganj, joined the Quite 
India Movement in 1942 at Tezpur, 
following the Martyr Birbala Kanaklata as reported and imprisoned 


46 


at Tejpur Jail. It may be pointed out here that the said Sinha, as 
aneminent freedom fighter, was appointed as the 3% Commanding 
Officer of Assam State Congress Sebadal in 1948, as told by 
himself to the writer, during his life time and later on, became the 
President of the Bishnupriya Manipuri Mahasabha in early 1984. 

In addition to this, (157) Nanda Kishor Sinha, Ex-MLA 
of Silchar was another freedom fighter, who was also influenced 
by Mahatma Gandhi in 1934 at Golaghat Congress Conference 
of the Brahmaputra Valley during his college life at MC College 
of Sylhet. Furthermore, the Said Sinha was elected as Chairman 
of Silchar Local Board and Chief Commanding Officer of Assam 
State Congress Sebadal. Even, he was the President of Cachar 
District Congress several times accompanying Arun Kr. Chanda 
of Silchar and three times Congress MLA in Assam Legislative 
Assembly from 1952 to 1967. Needless to mention that he was 
arrested and sent to Jail several times at Tezpur and Cachar 
respectively in the freedom movement of 1940, 1942 and 1946 
respectively. Over and above, once he was the President of the 
Bishnupriya Manipuri Mahasabha in 1975 at Rajnagar." 

In the Quit India Movement of 1942, the other freedom 
fighters were (158) Rasaraj Sinha of Tikor Burunga under 
Bikrampur, (159) Nanda Kishore Mukahrjee and Pabitra Sinha 
of Chencoori as freedom Pension holder, (160) Muhi Sinha of 
Bhakatpur, (161) Golakchand Sinha of Gandhinagar, Narsinghpur, 
(162) Manikbabu Sinha of Narsinghapur (163) Pulakeshi Sinha, 
EX-MLA of Narisinghpur (164) Surendra Kr. Sinha of Kalinajar, 
Meherpur area, (165) Gosai Sinha and (166) Radha Mohan Sinha 
of Patherkandi, (167) Banamali Sinha of Baskaltilla, the follower 
of Bhupendra Kr. Sinha and Mohendra Kr. Sinha, at Tezpur in 
the Quite India Movement including others like, (168) Manisena 
Rajkumar of Beratruk (Anipur), (169) Rakhaljit Rajkumar and 
(170) Guna Sinha of Kailasahar etc, who were reported to be 
the absconder freedom fighter, that spent their life at Kanchanbari 
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of Kailashar area under Tripura. 

It may be pointed out here that Sri Nanda Kisor 
Mukharjee of Chencoori and Surendra Kr, Sinha of Kalinjar 
under Meherpur area as reported, were awarded with “Copper 
plate Momento” as freedom fighter in the Quite India Movement, 
of 1942. The said Sinha was also once the president of 
Mahasabha, followed by Pabitra Sinha of Chencoorie, a freedom 
fighter. 


Assam Govt. award of the said freedom pensioner 
Surendra Kumar Sinha 


SURERORARGMARSIONA) cewravammovasan 


You performed a glorious Brew TET ayinTS mete! 
historic role by involving . . 

yourself in the freedam A SIN cw Ayre fem 
Struggle of India. In the = TTAWNW tery @Fafie | enfer 
Golden Yeur Celebration of etait cater wi Gare 
Independence weremeniber 

your great sacrifice with SRA TRY STH SST 


reverence, CraPTE 1 


1SAnqust, Pesan Maton 
19 ‘Chief Maes, esa 


_—} 
Assam Govt, award of the said freedom pensioner Surendra Kumar Sinha 


48 


stam Got award ofthe sad freedom pensioner Nanda Kishore Maree 
Assam Govt. award of the said freedom pensioner Nanda 
Kishore Mukarjee 
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7. FORMATION OF AZAD HIND FAUJ 
(INA) AT MOIRANG OF MANIPUR 1943 
AND INVOLVEMENT OF BISHNUPRIYA 

MANIPURIS 


During the middle of the 2nd World War, Netaji Subash 
Chandra Bose appeared with the entrance of Japan in the 4th 
phase of the 2nd World War. Netaji issued the famous declaration 
after the advancement of Japan in India, stating that the Army of 
Indian liberation was now fighting on Indian soil, request all Indians 
to give every help and full Co-operation, so that the British 
imperialism in India can be over thrown at any cost. 

Thus, Netaji first hoisted the Tri-Colour Flag on Indian 
Soil at Moirang of Manipur on 12" April 1943, after liberating a 
substantial part of Manipur and set up the house of Hemam 
Nilamani Singha, as the head quarter to liberate the whole of 
India. One leading daily newspaper of that time proclaimed that 
whoever holds Imphal, holds the weapon, can be turned down 
towards India or Burma. While mobilising the army and the people, 
Netaji addressed, “The first drop of blood, shed on Indian soil, 
must be that ofa soldier of INA assured that India’s freedom had 
to be won by Indians. Further Netaji, standing on the border of 
Moirang near the bank of the Logtak Lake and pointing his hand, 
Netaji asked his Azad Hind Fauj to take Plunge of the last phase 
of the Indian struggle. He said, the last step, we shall kiss the 
road that will bring our army to Delhi. This road to Delhi is the 
road to freedom with the famous slogan “Delhi Chalo”. 

Inthe light of History, it may be humbly pointed out here, 
why Netaji selected Moirang of Manipur, as the first suitable battle 
place of Azad Hind Fauj against the British Govt. In this connection, 
it might have appeared to Netaji that at first Moirang, the original 
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inhabiting place of the Bisnupriya Manipuris, was the suitable place, 
because of the bravery of the Manipuris. Secondly, because of 
Bir Tikendrajit, who showed his bravery and sacrificed his life on 
August 13, 1891 by killing Mr. Quinton, the British Commissioner, 
with the help of Thangal General, Khelendra Subedar etc. Thirdly 
Netaji could not forget the heroic deed of the Bhanubil Peasant 
Revolt, by revel like Lilabati Sarma and Girindra Mohan Sinha 
etc. of Sylhet, about whom, he learnt, while visiting Bhanubil in 
1937 on the way to return from Kulauara Railway Junction. 

So, by the inspiration of Netaji, a vast majority of 
Bishnupriya Manipuris joined in the INA, to fight against the British 
Govt. In this regard, the leading role was taken by (170) K, 
Kanglang Singha, (171) M. Koirang Singha, (Moirangbam 
Koirang Singha) the Ex-Chief Minister of Manipur, born of 
Bishnupriya Manipuri Family as reported, (172) H. Nilmani 
Singha, (173) Pakel Singha, (174) Subra Singha, (175) Randhani 
Debi and (176) Kanya Debi." 

Inthis connection, it may be pointed out here that the author 
of this book, visited Logtak lake and Netaji Park Museum at 
Moirang of Imphal on 13.11.13 in connection with the NEIHA 
(North East India History Association) 3 day conference, from 
11.11.13 at Kachinpur, Manipur University and collected a few 
informations, by observing the Netaji Museum wall inscri portion, 
which are as follows : 

1) Mr. M. Koirang Singha, born in 1915 of December 19 of the 
Bishnpriya Manipuri Moirang family as reported, was amember 
of the Manipuri Mahasabhain early 1938, that convened by Irabat 
Singha in 1935. He Joined in the Azad Hind Fauj in 1943 asa 
leading person and hoisted the Tri Colour Indian Flag at Moirang 
on 14.04.43 with Netaji. He was the Ex-Chief Minister of 
Manipur for 5 years from 1963. 

ID H. Nilmani Singha was another associate member of. Azad 
Hind Fauj. From the wall inscription, it seems that the residence 
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of H. Nilmani Singha was the head quarter of Azad Hind F. auj at 
Moirang. 

II) The next member of INA was (177) A Hanjaw Singha of 
Moirang as the freedom fighter. 

TV) Another freedom fighter and associate member of INA was 
(173) L. Sonaba Singha of Moirang family. 

V) The next valiant freedom fighter and member ofAzad Hind 
Fauj, was (179) Jatra Singha of Bishnupur under ‘Ningthowkhang 
Village of Khumal family and also a member of Manipuri 
Mahasabha. 

VI) Further, another freedom fighter and member of Azad Hind 
Fauj was (180) S, Ibohol Singha of Moirang family, who joined 
inINA in 1943 against the British. 

Further, O Kanya Debi born in the Moirang family, was 
also another member of INA and even joined in the Nupilal 
movement of 1940, along with women like Randhani Devi etc 
and thereby in July 22, 1944 formed 156 members of. Manipuri 
women organisation called “Jhansi Regiment of Manipur”, that 
received training in Rangoon, the Capital of Burma, to fight against 
treacherous activities of British Force. Thus, Moirang of Manipur, 
was recorded as the centre place of INA, for the freedom 
movement of the country, that helped the Japanese forces against 
the British Govt. 

On the other hand, suspecting imminent danger or Civil 
uprising during war time about the Bishnupriya Manipuri inhabiting 
areas outside Manipur, the British Govt. and other parties took 
some precautionary defensive measures to preampt such a 
movement. Thus, in the middle of 1943 the British Govt. took 
and occupied vast areas, that consisted of Bishnupriya Manipuri 
Villages under the charge of Mr. Kith and Grindle, like the Bubrighat 
TE Garden Manager and the Chandkhira T.E Garden Manager 
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Netaji inspecting the Rani of Jhansi regiment in Manipur 
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respectively. Asa result, due to the immense loss of agricultural 
products and lands during the 2" World War, the Bishnupriya 
Manipuri Villages had to face financial hardship, for which people 
raised their Voice against the loss, due to war activities. Further, 
in this situation, the agrarian movement or peasant movement was 
organised in the whole Protapgarh area and its repercussion 
extended throughout the Surma Valley. 

At this critical juncture, the emergence of (181) Irabat 
Singha, the CPI Leader and the role, accompanied by Sambhu 
Singha and other associate freedom fighter & members like (182) 
Krishna Sinha and (183) Chandbabu Singha of Patherkandi area, 
are of great importance. 


Trabat Singha : It may be pointed out here that Irabat Singha, 
born on 30th September 1896 at Imphal of 
Manipur, was a national leader ofall Manipuri 
4 communities and married a princess named 
Kadomba Sena Rajkumari, daughter of 
Manipur King Churachand Maharaja as 
reported. He was an active member of 
communism, led by Mrinal Dasgupta and 
within a very short time, he rose to Climax, 
as a patriotic leader of Manipur, Sylhet and other place of the 
Surma Valley. He convened a great conference of all Manipuris 
inside Manipur on 19" Nov, 1935 at Imphal, the aim of which 
was to remove the difference between the Meiteis and the 
Bishnupriyas on racial problems, for the greater interest of the 
society. This gave a sentimental blow to the Manipur King and 
Irabit singha was arrested and made Political Prisoner at Imphal 
Jail for 3 years in 1940 and for various public excitement, 
thereafter, he was transferred to Sylhet Jail. 

Since Irabat Singha was very much influenced by the 
communist ideals in Prison life, he was notaccorded permission 
to enter into Manipur after his release from Sylhet Central Jail. 
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Thereafter, Irabat Singha selected Pratapgarh area, as a movement 
place, to fight against the imperialistic power of the British Govt. 
With this aim in view, Irabat Singha moved door to door in every 
Manipuri family (both the Meiteis and the Bishnupriyas) at 
Patherkandi and Ratabari area under Karimganj. Thus, in early 
1944, Irabat Singha convened a great general meeting at East 
Krishna Nagar Ramkrishna Srimandap of Dullabcherra under 
Ratabari area, with presence of both the Bishnupriyas and the 
Meiteis, to remove their racial problems for unification, under the 
Presidentship of Noradhvaj Singha Choudhury of Bisgaon, under 
Habiganj Sub-Division, accompanied by Mrinal Kanti Dasgupta 
etc. But although the object of the unification by removing racial 
problems was not successful, because of protest of both the 
Manipur Govt. and the Meiteis in General, yet the Peasant 
movement was strengthened, which rose to climax against the 
exploitation of land lords, with imperialistic tendency etc. 
Thereafter, Irabat Singha went to Cachar District and remained 
there fora long time, by organising Peasant Movement in different 
places like Borkhola, Udarbond, Laksmipur, Joynagar, Kabuganj, 
Norsingpur, Mcherpur and Bikrampur area etc. Even the British 
Govt. sent many CID employees to arrest Irabat Singha, who 
took shelter in a hidden place in one Bishnupriya Manipuri family, 
the head of which was Leikhamsena Singha, father of famous 
Guru Bipin Sinha of Village west Singari, Silchar as reported. 
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8. BISHNUPRIYA MANIPURIS IN 
CULTURAL MOVEMENT, PART OF 
FREEDOM MOVEMENT 


Gokulananda Guru Nileswar 
Gitiswami TeRb aT Siis Multarjee 


The Surma Valley Cultural squad of 1942-43, through 
Drama, Music, Cultural Song and Dance etc. headed by artist 
Hemanga Biswas against the imperialistic and fascist doctrines, 
was formed, which had a great repercussion on the Bishnupriya 
Manipuris in freedom movement. Glaring example may be cited 
to Sri Gokulananda Gitiswami of Bhanubil, 
Tanu Babu Sinha of Kanaibazar (Patherkandi), 
Guru Senarik Rajkumar of Silchar Kalinjar and 
Guru Nileswar Mukharjee of Mashimpur, 
Sylhet etc. Many Cultural activities like 

: Gitiswami's drama “Matri Mangal”, “Mathur”, 
ey ie, PE=3 folk song and poems etc. awakened the 

Guru Senarik Bishnupriya Manipuri Society. Even the 
Rajkumar Maharashleela of Mashimpur Sylhet in early 
1919, by the initiative of Guru Nileswar Mukharjee, Guru Senarik 
Rajkumar and Tanubabu Sinha etc. attracted Kabi guru 
Rabindranath Thakur, Simultaneusly, even Guru Nileswar 
Mukharjee was very much favourite to Mrs. Indira Gandhi, the 


56 


former Prime Minister of India, who was a dance student of Guru 
Nileswar Mukharjee in Calcutta, Northem Academy Kala Kendra 
(Calcutta Dance and Music College). 

In addition to this, many Bishnupriya Manipuri eminent 
persons were much influenced by the Surma Valley Cultural squad, 
the main objective of which was to influence the down trodden. 
and depressed classes of society to fight against the imperialistic 
tendencies of the British Govt. through music, dance and dramatic 
action, being the cultural movement, as part of the freedom 
movement in the society at Patherkandi and other places. Thus, 
glaring example may be referred to (184) Paramesh Sinha, 
(Youngest son of Tanu Babu Sinha) and (185) Sri Dhirendra Sinha, 
the third Son of Choudhury Sinha. the Ex-DSP and famous dancer, 
along with musician and artist, that made active role to instigate 
the Bishnupriya Manipuris to jump in the freedom movement for 
the development of Society. 

Further, some more cultural freedom fighters like (186) 
Durga Charan Sinha of Patherkandi, (187) Durgaram Sinha of 
Patherkandi, (188) Aswini Sinha and (189) Hemanta Sinha of 
Rajargaon, (190) Iswar Misra, (191) Kalasena Rajkumar of 
Patherkandi, (192) Sonadhan Sinha, (193) Chandra Sekhar Sinha 
of Unam Gaon and (194) Bhadra Sinha with (195) Maino Sinha 
of Tinokhal performed the “Jolly Opera” cultural function, that 
created a great national spirit for freedom movement in the society. 

Furthermore, the following freedom fighters were the 
members, that selected in the Local Board Election of Cachar in 
the early 1946, They include (196) Com. Loknath Singha of 
Silchar, (197) Com. Bimal Sinha, Silchar, (198) Dhaneswar Sinha 
of Chencoori (199) Priyadhvaj Sinha of Bikrampur, (200) Com. 
Bachan Sinha of Ramnagar, Silchar, (201) Com. Babuchan Sinha 
of Silchar, (202) Com. Bhagirath, Sinha of Ramnagar, (203) Com. 
Binod Sinha of Ramnagar, (204) Com. Bijoy Sinha of Boaljur, 
(205) Gournityai Sinha of Borkhola, (206) Com. Jogeswar 
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Sharma of Udarbond, (207) Com.Gourhari Singha of Lakshipur, 
(208) Com. Nilmani Sinha of Kabuganj, (209) Com. Madhab 
Sinha of Bekirpar, (210) Com. Radha Mohan Sinha of Narsingpur 
etc, Itis worth mentioning thatall these are influenced by com. 
Irabat Singha, who went to his mother land Manipur after the 
withdrawal of ban order on imprisonment. There he organised 
the great Satyagraha Movement, by uniting the brave Manipuri 
women to fight against the illegal activities of the British, in which 
many Manipuri women got wounded and scarified their lives, 
which is better called the “Nupilan” in the freedom movement." 
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9. TE-BHAGA ANDOLON AT CACHAR 
(THREE PARTS MOVEMENT ABOUT 
PRODUCTIVE LAND CROPS AT CACHAR) 


After the end of 2nd World War and with the decline of 
the Azad Hind Fauj, freedom movement was continued by Indian 
Political Parties like Indian National Congress, Muslim League 
and Communist Party of India. In such a sporadic situation, a 
wide spread peasant movement was organised boldly at Cachar, 
headed by Communist Party of India, demanding the production 
of agricultural crops to be handed over to farmer class. In this 
movement, different sections of people like Bishnupriya Manipuris, 
Meitei Manipuris, Dimachas, Kacharis, garden labours, hill tribes 
and plain tribes along with Bengali farmer class joined and fanned. 
the flame of the movement. It was spread as stormy weather to 
the Patherkandi area also. The British Govt. ruthlessly suppressed 
this movement by arresting and torturing the various Satyagrahis 
and the farmers as well. Needless to mention that the peasant 
leader com. Chandbabu Sinha of Patherkandi, was shot dead 
brutally in March 1946, by the British forces at the Patherkandi 
Civil Hospital. There, he embraced death, as a martyr of the 
Peasant Movement, that proved as a heroic death in the battle- 
field, being the symbol of the ensuing extreme freedom movement 
that showed the path for the Bishnupriya Manipuris.'* 
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10. CABINET MISSION PLAN AND 
COMMUNAL RIOT IN 1946 AND ROLE OF 
THE BISHNUPRIYA MANIPURIS, 
SPECIALLY DULL AVCHERRA AND 
PATHERKANDI CLASH 


From the time of the Simla Conference and specially after 
the revolt of the Royal Indian Navy, it was felt by the British 
Govt. that freedom of India could no longer be withheld. So, on 
19" Feb’ 1946, the British Prime Minister Clement Attlee, by 
declaration in Parliament, sent three Cabinet Ministers, named 
Lord Pathick Lowrence, Sir Strafford Cripps and Mr. A.V, 
Alexander on March 23, 1 946, better called the “Cabinet 
Mission”, that put forward a plan with the following provisions. 

@ There would be an all India Federation with the 
enjoyment of self Govt. (ID) The Provinces would be of three 
categories, like “A”- category-consisting of the Hindu majority 
Provinces, “B”-category would be the Muslim majority provinces 
and “C”-category would be Bengal and Assam (III) A Constituent 
Assembly would be formed, till the final constitution being drafted 
with the major Political Parties of the Country, 

Though the plan was very much complex, yet there was no 
other way but to effect a harmony between the Congress and the 
Muslim League. Thus, the Congress did not agree to join the 
Interim Govt. for discussion, but to accept other part of the plan. 
On the other hand, Md. Ali Jinnah had accepted the plan as the 
creation of Pakistan was indirectly included, but refused to join in 
the Mission with the Congress, saying that the Hindus were the 
enemies but the Non-Muslim League were the traitors and so, he 
could not deal with the traitors, (The Statement, dtd, 27/07/46). 
Communal Riot : Lord Wavel, the then Viceroy of India, could 
not form an interim Govt., due to the Congress victory in the 
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election of Constituent Assembly in July 1946, which was a great 
shock and disappointment to Mr. Jinnah. He gave direct 
incitement to the Muslim League antisocials. Thus, on 16th 
Aug’ 1946, under the infamous ministry of Mr. Surawardy Khan 
in Bengal, it was in Calcutta observed the Direct Action Day of 
the Muslim League by killing a large number of innocent Hindus. 
In return, the Muslims were attacked and killed in Bihar and the 
Hindus of the Nowakhali and Tripura were tortured by the 
Muslims with crime against women, forcible conversion to Islam, 
killing innocent Hindus and women were perpetrated. An 
approximate calculation lies that near about 75 lakhs of Hindus 
and Sikhs left west Punjab and came over to East Punjab. But 
actually, this was due to the secret activities of Lord Wavel, for 
which, he was replaced by Lord Mount Batten, the last Governor 
General or Viceroy of India in March 1947. Lord Mount Batten 
made the following declarations on 3" June 1947. It provided 
that the Muslim majority areas would form separate Dominion 
called “Pakistan” on the plea, for the division of Bengal and 
Punjab, (II) 2ndly, North West Frontier Province would join 
Pakistan via referendum. (III) 3rdly, Sylhet, whether or not to 
join with Pakistan, would be decided by a referendum. (IV) 4thly, 
the division of Bengal and Punjab, to be decided by two Boundary 
Commissions and (V) Lastly, the British Parliament would enact 
law for the Partition of India and Pakistan. 

Needless to mention that the communal riot between the 
Hindus and the Muslims spread in the Surma Valley in Sylhet, 
along with the Bishnupriya Manipuri inhabited areas. Political 
Parties Like Congress and the Muslim League were divided about 
the question of Sylhet Referendum. But the Hindu Bengalees, the 
Bishnupriya Manipuris and garden labours, were very much up 
and doing, in respect of Sylhet Referendum against Pakistan. The 
Muslim league tried their level best to include the areas of 
Patherkandi and Ratabari areas into Pakistan, which proved futile, 
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by the bravery of. Bishnupriya Manipuri freedom fighters like 
Sambhu Sinha and Narendra Sinha of Patherkandi along with 
Mrinal Das Gupta ete. 


Dullabcherra Clash : Communal riots also broke out at 
Dullabcherra areas under Ratabari during the time of Sylhet 
Refendum, as reported by the local old emiment persons. The 
Muslim League, headed by Md. Abdul Sukkur Choudhury of 
Lalcherra T.E under Dullabcherra area, with his various light 
infantries and elephants attacked Dullabcherra Tea garden and 
even proceeded to singla river upto the temple of Jamuna Pd. 
Choubey and was ready to attack to the nearest Bishnupriya 
Manipuri Village East Krishnanagar, which was strongly driven 
out them unitedly ringing bell to proceed by the Slogan “Larke 
Lenga Hindustan” against “Larke Len: ga Pakistan”, by leader 
freedom fighters of Dullabcherra East Krishnagar like (211) Nittai 
Sinha, (212) Sarbovoum and Ramkrishna Chatterjee, (213) 
Radhakanta Sinha, (214) Kulochandra Sinha, (215) Nanda 
Sarpancha, (216) Badan Sinha of Fetipath etc.” 


Patherkandi Clash with protection of Kanai Lal Jiew 
Temple : During the time of Sylhet Refrendum, tensions and 
rumour about the capture of Kanai Lal Jiew Temple by the 
Muslimsat Kanai Bazar, surrounded by the Bishnupriya Manipuris 
and other Hindus, spread rapidly. But after hearing the news of 
this rumour, a large gathering of Bishnupriya Manipuris assembled, 
in a great meeting at the Jamirala Srimandap near Tinokhal of 
Patherkandi area. There was decided to protest against the 
Muslims and thereby protected the Kanai Lal Jiew Temple, headed 
by freedom fighters like (217) Sri Falguni Sinha of Unam Gaon 
with the help of Madan Chand Sinha of Bilbari, (218) Golapgori 
of Katakhal, (219) Chandrakirti Sinha of Bikrampur, 
accompanying Sri Badan Sinha of Fetipath etc. 
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11. THE BORDOLOI EFFECT AND 
SYLHET REFERENDUM 


The Bordoloi effect : The Assam Provincial Congress did not 
heartily support the inclusion of Sylhet with Assam after the 
referendum. But the "Eastern Panorama" news magazine of April 
1947, page 22 under the headline, "The Bordoloi Effect" expressed 
as folows:- 

"Mr. Gopinath Bordoloi strongly opposed Jinnaha's 

demand for Pakistan as highly preposterous and demanded that 
Assam be separated from Sylhet. This was however fully supported 
by Pandit Nehru and Sardar Patel. So, finally, when Lord Mount 
Batten took over the Charge as the Viceroy from Lord Wavel, 
the British Govt. decided in favour of Bordoloi and kept Assam 
and the entire North East with a separate entity from East Pakistan 
or East Bengal,""* 
Sylhet Referendum : The Sylhet Referendum was taken on 
6th and 7th July 1947 by Mr. H.C. Stork, the then Commissioner 
and Law member of Assam Legislative Assembly, under the 
supervision of Sambruke, the D.C of Sylhet, the voting account 
of whichare as follows:- 


Ratio picture of Sylhet Referendum 
1. Total Nos, of Polling Centre- 239 

2. Total Nos, of Presiding Officer-478 
3. Total Nos of Polling Officer -1434 
4. Total Nos of Voters- 5,46,815 

5. Vote Cast - 4,23,660 

Balance Vote - 1,23,155 
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TABLE CHART 
Voters voted in favour of 


[East Pakistan (East Bengal) | Assam 
1. North Sylhet 68381 | 1. North Sylhet 38871 
2. Karimganj 41262 | 2. Karimganj 40536 
3. Habi ganj 54543 |3. Habi ganj 40536 
4. South sythet 31718 | 4. South sylhet 33471 
(Maulavi Bazar) (Maulavi Bazar) 
5. Sunamganj 43715 | 5. Sunamganj 34211 
Total 239619 Total 184041 
Voters voted in favour of | (Voters voted in favour of 
Shylet to include with Pakistan | Shylet to include with Assam) 


‘Thus, we can find from the above chart, regarding the Sylhet 

Referendum issue, which shows that sylhet was to be included 
with Pakistan by excess voters of 55578 (239 619-184041) than 
Assam. 
Defranchise of Sylhet Garden Labours :- As stated by the 
above ratio, we can say that near about two lakhs sylhet garden 
labours were deprived of casting their votes in the Sylhet 
Refendum, as the Muslim League protested that the sylhet garden 
labours were the floating citizen along with the deprived voters, 
which the British Govt. accepted as silent spectators. 
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12. MEMORANDUM TO CYRIL 
RADCLIFFE BY THE COMMUNIST PARTY 


The Comunist Party of Sylhet and Cachar, headed by Sri 
Achinta Bhattacharjee, Sambhu Sinha and Narendra Sinha along 
with Mrinal Dasgupta and Biresh Mishra of Surma Valley, went 
to Calcultta and submitted a memorandum to the Boundary 
Commissioner Sir Cyril Radcliffe, to include the deprived voters 
along with the tea garden labours as the real citizen of Sylhet. 

The tea garden labours of Shylet, being the floating citizen, 
as protested by the Muslim League, was consisted of Sadar 
Karimganj, the whole tea garden areas of southern boundary of 
Karimganj into India, in presence of Gopinath Bordoloi, the then 
Chief Minister of Assam, including Basnta Kr Das, the then Home 
Minister of Assam. At last, the Radcliffe Ruadad Commsission 
was influenced by the proposals of Memorandum, with full facts 
of the Communist Party and thus, three and half thanas of 
Karimganj Sub-Division named Ratabari, Patherkandi, Badarpur 
and some parts of Karimganj, as gateway to Tripura State and 
Tea garden areas of Sylhet, were included into Indian dominion 
on 13-08-1947 by rejecting the policy of the Muslim League. 

Even when the communist party was banned by the 
Congress after Independence as illegal, the Congress declared 
that if anybody could hand over the absconder Com. Leader 
Sambhu Sinha of Satragram of Patherkandi, he will be rewarded. 
That valiant hero Com. Sambhu Sinha along with his company 
Narendra Sinha and Arjun Sinha of Satragram of Patherkandi, 
submitted another memorendum, by which Karimganj Sub- 
division was included into Indian dominion, which the Indians 
cannot forget till today. ° 
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CHAPTER-4 


1. DELAY FOR DECLARATION OF 
RADCLIFFE AWARD AS CONSPIRACY 


Sir Cyril Radcliffe announced the verdict about the 
boundary of India and Pakistan, specially referring to Sylhet 
Referendum, actually on 13-08-1947, But Lord Mount Batten, 
the Governor General of India concealed the matter, out of 
conspiracy and declared after 3 days of Independence on 17" 
August 1947, for which the whole of Sylhet including Karimganj, 
Ratabari, Patherkandi and Badarpur was in Pakistan temporarily. 
Asa result, the Indian tri-colour flag was hoisted on 17% August 
1947, after various chaos and excitement among the Hindus and 
Muslims. Even the train starting from Karimganj via Baroigram, 
Patherkandi to Kalkalighat with slogan of Pakistani flag by the 
Muslim League, was turned down by the Hindus including the 
Bishnupriya Manipuris of Patherkandi, by flying tri-colour Indian 
flag in the train. 

Simultaneously, the Dullabcherra train starting from 
Mahisashan via Karimganj to Baroigram, Ratabari also, faced in 
the same condition by the Hindus, flying the tri-colour flag after 
turned down the Pakistani flag. 

Thus, it is with regret to say that the tragic scene of Sylhet, 
which is the birth place of Mahaprabhu Sri Chaitanyadev, the 
fifth appearance of Lord Krishna, as said. in the spiritual sense 
and the field of Sahajalal' Darga, the birth place of social reformer 
Bipin Ch. Paul, is the remembrance for recollection of, past days 
of tear and loss of Sylhet in freedom movement. Sri. Rabindra 
Aditya, a veteran Congress leader of Sylhet in his book “F ight 
For Freedom In Sylhet” remarked — “The fight for freedom in 
Sylhet ended ina tragedy with tears and blood." 
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2. INDIAN INDEPENDENCE ACT, 1947 


In the next stage of freedom movement, we can find that at 
least in July 1947, the British Parliament passed the Indian 
Independence Act, by which transfer of power was fixed on 15" 
August 1947, i.e. in the midnight of 14" August, five minutes 
before 12, i.e. 11-55 p.m., the Independence of Pakistan was 
announced and in the midnight of 14th August, 1947 five minutes 
past 12 i.e. 12-05 A.M., the Independence of India was declared. 

Thereafter, Lord Mount Batten was temporarily appointed 
by the Indian Constituent Assembly, as the first Govornor General 
with Pandit Jawharlal Nehru as the first Prime Minister of 
Independent India, whereas Md. Ali Jinnah was the first Govemor 
General of Pakistan, 

Thus, on August 15" 1947, the British imperialistic rule of 
near about 200 years came to an end. The Sun of Independence 
bathed in the blood and tears of innumerable freedom fighters of 
every community, Congress workers, revolutionaries, Azad Hind 
Fauj, the naval officers and army men, along with victims of 
communal franzy including Peasant Revolt, agitators and labours 
arose in the Indian firmament, bright and glorious. The price paid 
in the last moment, was the partition of India, which Mahatma 
Gandhi, the father of nation could not even dream of? 
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3. FIXATION OF BOUNDARY OF SYLHET 
DISTRICT AFTER RADCLIFEE 
ANNOUNCEMENT 


On playing trick when Radcliffe award was announced on 
17" August 1947, the whole of Sylhet was in Pakistan including 
Karimganj. The Pakistani flag was found floating in the air all 
over Karimganj (The Sylhet referendum-page 205). So after the 
announcement of Sir Cyril Radcliffe, the Boundary of Sylhet was 
fixed as follows 

"A line shall be drawn from the point, where the boundary 
between the thanas of Karimganj and Kulaura meets the frontier 
of Tripura state and shall run North along with the boundary 
between the thanas of Karimganj and Beani Bazar to the point, 
where the boundary meets the river Kushiara as the boundary 
between the district of Sylhet and Cachar, the centre line of the 
main stream or channel shall constitute the boundary. So much of 
the district of Shylet as lies to the West and North of the line, shall 
be detached from the province of Assam and transferred to the 
province of East Bengal. No other parts of the province of Assam 
shall be transferred." 

With reference to the above demarcation before the 
Referendum, the boundary of Sylhet lies between Khasi and 
Jaintia hills in the North, Cachar in the East, Tripura in the South 
and part of Tripura and Mayman Singh district in the west. Further, 
the whole Sylhet district was consisted of five of sub-divisions 
and several thanas before Referendum, which is mentioned 
below - 
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Name of Sub-Division | Name of thanas 


(1) Sunamganj : Tahirpur, Sachna, Dharampasa, 
Diai, Sunamganj, Jagannathpur, 
Chhatak, Sullah. 

(2) Habiganj : Amirganj, Nabiganj, Baniachang, 
Lakai, Madhabpur, Hatiganj, 
Bahubal, Chunrighat. 

(3) North Sylhet : Masaighat, Jaintapur, Kanairghat, 
Sylhet, Biswanath, Balaganj, 
Gopalganj, Fechuganj 
(4) South Sylhet ; Maulavibazar. 

(5) Karimganj : Kamalganj, Rajnagar, Kulaura, 
Karimganj, Bianibazar, Barlekha, 
Patherkandi, Ratabari, Badarpur. 


But the aforesaid tabular form was totally changed after 
the partition of India by the Indian Independence Act 1947—“That 
only four police stations- Karimganj, Patherkandi, Ratabari and 
Badarpur were merged to Assam under India and twelve and 
half thanas of Sylhet were merged to East Pakistan (East Bengal) 
and the river Kushiara was made the border between India and 
Pakistan. The lands on the other side of the river, were transferred 
to Pakistan, even though, those areas formed a part of Karimganj 
police station.” 

Thus, Assam was made as a separate province with some 
parts of Karimganj including four police stations as mentioned 
above, where Gopinath Bordoloi was the first Chief Minister and 
Basanta Kr. Das was the Home Minister of the then time. Hence, 
on 31" December 1947, Sarder Ballav Bhai Patel, the then 
Deputy Prime Minister and Home Minister of India came at 
Shillong, the capital of Assam and met with the Chief Minister 
Gopinath Bordoloi, where Assamese language was demanded 


71 


72. 


the state language. As a result, further proposal was submitted to 
the Govt. for separate province named “Purbanchal” consisting 
of Cachar, Tripura, Lussai hills, Khasi and Jaintia hills headed, by 
Mahitush Paul Choudhury, Silchar and Krishna Sinha BAB L of 
Masughat as reported and furthermore, proposed for a special 
tribunal, to review the division of Sylhet, by reanalysing the fixation 
of boundary between India and Pakistan, as declared by the Sylhet 
Boundary Commissioner Sir Cyril Radcliffe. 

On the other hand, there was a great resentment again, 
between the Hindus and the Muslim League regarding the 
boundary issue, just after the visit of the Home Minister of 
Independent India. Needless to mention that the Muslim League 
started killing and looting the Hindu refugees in the running train 
near Bhairavi bridge of East Pakistan, that reached to Karimganj 
via Mahisashan. Simultaneously, another train from Dullabcherra 
via Ratabari and Baroigram reached to Karimganj railway 
junction. No sooner had the Dullabcherra train reached to 
Karimganj railway platform, chaos and excitement arose between 
the Hindus and the Muslims. Very surprisingly, it spread throughout 
the town and market shops all ona sudden, with killing and looting 
of thousands of people, which was beyond control of the police 
administration. Sri Dharmananda Das (IAS), the then first Civil 
SDO of Karimganj sub-division, who was later on, the Chief 
Secretary of Assam was very much repentant, for the uncontrolled 
situation of communal riot at that time. 

Thus, it appears that the communal riots sprang up again 
after the partition, the seed that sowed in the mind of the people. 
Needless to mention that the communal riots spread seriously in 
various places of Sylhet district, for which the miseries of the 
minority Hindus knew no bounds, Asa result, most of the Hindus 
left their original homeland of Sylhet district and took shelter at 
different places of Cachar, Karimganj and Hailakandi, along with 
Assam. At that time, the Bishnupriya Manipuris of Assam, took 
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active role, for giving shelter to the refugees, coming from Sylhet 
district in various mandaps (temple place) like Pratapgarh Anipur, 
Dullabcherra and Ratabari, Kanaibazar, Singari, Bhakatpur and 
Chencoori of Meherpur area etc. Later on, these refugees were 
rehabilitated at Duhalia and Ramkrishnanagar area under the 
supervision of the Assam Govt. which the conclusive remark of 
the said Civil SDO of Karimganj Sri Dharmananda Das stated as 
below- 

“The Ramkrishnanagar area was the main centre of refugee 
rehabilitation in the sub-division. As a sequel to the communal 
disturbances, the refugee influx became a raging current and their 
organisational attemptreached a breaking point. Their sad plight 
and vacant distraught looks left little doubt that it would be well 
neigh possible to send most of them, back to their original homes. 
We therefore, proceeded with the task of locating vacant areas 
for their eventual rehabilitation according to need. Large areas of 
'tilla' lands were brought under requisition and many refugees 
started trying to settle thereon. As the responsibility for refugee 
rehabilitation in Cachar, was taken over by the centre, not long 
thereafter, it was handed over totally to the rehabilitation ministry, 
prior to my leaving Karimganj.” 

On the other hand, after the partition of India, most of the 
Bishnupriya Manipuri inhabited areas of Surma valley along with 
Sylhet District, were included into East Pakistan (East Bengal), 
which were furnished below in a tabulor form? 

Name of the district union / villages : 
1. Maulavi Bajar, Kamalganj: North Majergaon, Simultala, 
South Majergaon, Japergaon, 
Badlergaon, Barmangaon, 
Jablarpur, West Bagbari, 
Panjibari, Bagbari, Hiramati, 
Cherra-pathari, Gakul Gaon, 
Bandarigaon, Katabill, 
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2. Islampur Union: 


4. Alinagar Union : 
5. Kamalganj Union : 


6. Srimangal Union : 
7. Barlekha sub-district : 


8. Kulaura sub-district : 
9. Maulavibazar Sader : 
10. Habiganj sub-district : 


11, Sunamganj sub-district : 


12. Chhatak Sub-district : 
13. Sylhet district : 


Chayashree, Sukkurugaon, 
Gulerhour, Kanaidasi, 
Kathalkandi, Sripur, 
Purbakalaraibil, Chayghari, 
Mukabilla, Khunow, Ganganagar, 
Tetaigaon, Bhanubil, 
Bandergaon, Khalibari, South 
Ghoramara, Hatiargaon, 
Nayapattan, Kunagaon, 
Chalgaon, Nilkuthi, Nuagaon, 
West Jalapur, Kandigaon, South 
Tilokpur, Takhentapa, 
Majergaon. 

East Tilokpur, Tilokpur, Chitia, 
Mongolpur, Fultali. 

North Tilokpur, Jamira Kona, 
Baligaon, Kumrakapan. 
Ramnagar, Bilapur, Khayaspur. 
Birontala, Batuli, Sagarnal, 
Fultala, Putadhar, Chota Dhamai, 
Pathari, Gournagar, Birontala, 
Golapara. 


Nandari, Puthiali. 

Bashijura. 

Chayasri, Ikartali, Shyamnagar, 
Abadgaon, Katabil, 
Ghanashyampur, Gobargola, 
Vendaria, Sundarpur, 


Gulgaon, Puthipara, Gajigaon, 
Asukona, Digalbagh, Panian, 
Dhanitilla, Barogaon, Ratanpur. 


Dhanitilla, Barogaon, Ratanpur. 
Rajbari, Masimpur, Lamabazar, 
715 


Norsinghtilla, Laldigirpar, 
Kewapur, Ambarkhana, 
Shibganj, Goaipara, Nayabazar, 


Dakshinbagh, Nanabasti. 
14. Kumbani sub-district : Baram Majergaon, Baluchar. 
15. Goaighat sub-district : Bishnu Kandi (Bagaia). 
16. Dhaka district : Tejgaon, Manipuripara. 
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4, BENGALI LANGUAGE MOVEMENT OF 
1961 AND SUPPORT OF BISHNUPRIYA 
MANIPURIS 


After the partition of India by the Independence Act of 
1947 and specially after the implementation of the constitution of 
India in 1950, the miseries of the people of Barak valley knew no 
bounds. The glaring example proved to be the Bengali language 
movement of 19" May 1961. There eleven youths sacrificed their 
lives amidst bloodshed to implement their mother tongue, due to 
the silent activities of the Govt., as a least part of freedom 
movement, to survive fundamental rights, i.e. the right to freedom 
of speech. It was supported by Bishnupriya Manipuris of Barak 
Valley, as a sister language. To quote the remark of Prof. Nishit 
Ranjan Das‘ "We can find a sufficient number of Bishnupriya 
Manipuris supported the Bengali language movement by active 
role. Atleast the name of some of them are furnished below- 
1) Com.Chandbabu Sinha- Panchdali, Dullabcherra 
2) Com. Gopimohan Mukarjee-Panchdali, Dullabcherra 
3) Madan Mohan Mukarjee- Panchdali, Dullabcherra 

(Literary Award Pension holder of Assam Govt.)” 

Besides these, during the language movement of 1961, according 
to the communist leader Mrinal Dasgupta and Gopesh 
Namsasudra (Ex-MLA), the following Bishnupriya Manipuri 
leading persons took active part in the said language movement 
at Patherkandi- 
4) Sambhu Sinha, Satragram (Patherkandi) 
5) Kalababu Sinha (Patherkandi) 
6) Kukileswar Sinha (Block Road, Patherkandi) 
7) Gourmohan Sinha (Patherkandi) 
8) Golap Sinha (Bajaricherra) 
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9) Kushadvaj Sinha-Hospital road (Patherkandi) 
10) Narendra Sinha-Patherkandi. 

The above said picketers were arrested from the 
Patherkandi railway line upto hospital, along with other agitators, 
after the killing of eleven youths at Silchar railway station on 19th 
May 1961. No sooner had the ill news run apace, then the flame 
of the Bengali language movement at Patherkandi was fanned the 
situation, by the active participation of the Bishnupriya Manipuris. 

Needless to mention that the Congress Party in Barak Valley 
formed the Language Movement Council headed by Nanda 
Kishor Sinha, the President of Cachar District Congress 
Committee, Sri Santosh Roy, the President of Hailakandi District 
Congress and Ranendra Mohan Das (Dulubabu) of Karimganj 
District, Congress Member. Even Sri Nanda Kishor Sinha, the 
then MLA of Silchar, boycotted the meeting of Chaliha Ministry, 
in support of Bengali language movement. Moreover, Sri 
Bhupendra Kumar Sinha, the editor of “Dristipat” a weekly paper 
of Karimganj and a veteran congress member of | ‘Karimganj, also 
took active part in the Bangali language movement,1961 and raised 
his sharp pen in support of the language movement. 

In such a spontaneous situation, the Bengali language 
movement in the Barak Valley did not stop, which was rather 
continued for not more than ten years, though Bengali language 
was recognised as mother tongue. Thus, the year 1972 was 
recorded as another milestone in the language movement in the 
Barak Valley in protest of making Assamese as a compulsory 
medium ofinstruction in the college level, issued by a circular of 
the Guwahati university, along with the Assamese as state official 
language, which was also protested during the role of Mr. Sarat 
Ch. Sinha, the then chief minister of Assam. At the same footing, 
the Student Federation of India also, involved in the Bengali 
language movement of Barak valley. At that time the students and 
youths movement council of the Barak Valley was shifted to 
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“Silchar Gandhi Bhawan” from the Municipal Bhawan of Silchar, 
Simultaneously, the ring leader of Student Federation of India 
and the Bishnupriya Manipuri leader of 
Tripura state (266) Sri Bimal Sinha was 
invited to participate in the language 
movement. Thus, the sudden appearance 
of Bimal Sinha of Tripura, created a new 
impetus to the Student Federation of India 
of Silchar, for the Language Movement in 
the Barak Valley, who later on, became the 
Deputy Speaker and Health minister of 
‘Tripura state, whom the terrorist group of 
Tripura state brutally killed on March 31.1998. 

At last, Mr. Sarat Ch. Sinha, the then chief minister of 
Assam, by the cabinet decision of the Assam Legislative Assembly 
on 17" and 18" April 1973, declared that Assamese Language 
will be made compulsory in the non-Assamese medium secondary 
schools of Barak Valley and a separate Assam University will be 
set up in the Barak Valley, where Bengali Language will be given 
importance, for which the language movement in Barak Valley 
came to a halt. 
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5. ACTIVE ROLE OF BISHNUPRIYA 
MANIPURI MAHASABHA, AS PART OF 
FREEDOM MOVEMENT 


Since the very inception after migration from Manipur into 
various parts of Assam, Cachar, Tripura and Sylhet, the 
Bishnupriya Manipuris were found to be involved in the freedom 
movement for existence. So, the Bishnupriya Manipuris were not 
very much acquainted with the purpose of fighting, for protecting 
the ethnic and cultural identity, except religious activities till 1930. 
But when the British Govt. of India, by the Census Report of 
1931, with reference to the Linguistic Commission Report of Simla 
and by the Report of Franchise Committee of Assam, included 
the Manipuri community (Bishnupriyas and Meiteis) into hill tribes, 
the Surma Valley Manipuri Association, headed by Mahendra 
Kr. Sinha, BABT, the Assistant Head Master of Karimganj Govt. 
High School and Sri Nanda Kishor Sinha, the energetic young 
and spirited social worker of Silchar, assembled in a separate 
meeting in 1932, both at Tinokhal, Patherkandi and Radhanagar 
Srimandap, Agartola, under the Presidentship of Tanubabu Sinha, 
along with other eminent social workers. They deeply protested 
against the British Govt., by saying that since the Manipuris are 
the Kshatriyas belonging to Caste Hindu, it should be corrected 
in the Census Report of 1931 of the Simla Commission and the 
Report of Franchise committee. Asa result, in the middle of 1932, 
the British Govt, under Mr. General Waker Saheb, was compelled 
to declare the Manipuris (both Bishnupriyas and Meiteis) as 
Kshatriya Caste Hindu. But unfortunately, the unity between the 
Bishnupriyas and Meities, was not solved, due to racial and 
linguistic problems. 

Thereafter, the Bishnupriya Manipuri Social Reformers and 
Pioneers of the then time, like Tanubabu Sinha, ACS officer of 
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Patherkandi, Mahendra Kr, Sinha, BABT of Patherkandi, Gokula 
Nanda Gitiswami, Advocate Kirti Sinha of Kailasahar, Sebadas 
Pandit of Cachar, Khirod Bihari Sinha of Nalbari, Dhanai Pandit 
of Vidyanagar and Badan Sinha of Fetipath, Dullabcherra, 
assembled in a conference at Tinokhal Srimandap of Bhimdev 
Sharma on 25" September 1932. Sri Tanubabu Sinha, ACS 
officer, presided over the meeting and the meeting was named 
the "First Birat Sabha" of the Bishnupriya Manipuri community, 
for the purpose of maintaining the seba puja of Sri Sri 
Radhamadhabjieu temple of Radhakunda Dham in Mathura of 
U.P.) that set up by the Brahmarshi Pundari Kaksha Sarma of 
Khalibari of Pratapgarh, including the Govindaji Mandir of 
Nabadhip Dham under Nadia of West Bengal, that set up by Sri 
Sri Bhubaneshwar Sadhuthakur, along with other social 
developments of the community etc. 
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6. ACTIVITIES OF THE MAHASABHA 
AFTER INDEPENDENCE 


After the Independence of India, Pandit Jawharlal Nehru, 
passed the “State Re-organisation commission Act, 1956”, by 
which every state (province) of India was recognised, basing on 
the speaking language of the state and as such, the Meitei speaking 
language in Manipur was named as the state of “Manipur” or 
Meitei Leipak, including the remaining Bisnupriyas of Manipur, 
which was confirmed. 

Hence, the year 1956 was very much important as the 
milestone of the Bishnupriya Manipuri society for their language, 
literature, cultural and ethnic identity etc, based on the meeting, 
which was held at West Harinagar (Andurgang) in February 1955 
of Anipur under Karimganj, as “14" great conference of Singla’”. 
There the “1*Bishnupriya Manipuri Mahasabha” was named in 
lieu of “Birat Sabha” held on 25" September 1932, as the 
foundation stone laid down by our predecessors, that involved in 
the freedom movement. So, the year 1955 is considered as an 
important landmark in the history of the Bishnuprya Manipuri 
community, since it witnessed the holding of the first Bishnupriya 
Manipuri Mahasabha at West Harinagar, Anipur under Karimganj. 
The Mahasabha vowed to work for safeguarding and uplifting 
the linguistic, cultural and ethnic identity. It heralded the dawn of 
socio-cultural reawakening of society. The programme and 
activities of that 14" great conference of the 1* Bishnupriya 
Manipuri Mahasabha were mentioned below - 
1) Reception Committee : 
1. President Nishikanta Sinha, DSP of East 
Krishnanagar, Dullabcherra, 
Karimganj. 
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2. Secretary Gopimohan Mukherjee of 
Panchdali, Anipur, Karimganj. 
3. President, opensession Manik Sinha, Kabya Ratna of 
Norsingpur ,Cachar. 
4. The opening song of that conference was - “Utho Bishnupriya”! 
(Awake! the Bishnupriyas), composed by the social worker 
Jagatmohan Sinha, the Headmaster and later on, the Principal of 
Silchar Govt. Boys Higher Secondary School and the song was 
sung by Matilal Sinha, Bhakatpur (Silchar). 
5. The subject maiter of that conference was “our language”, 
decided by, near about 50 delegates of the subject committee 
meeting. In that meeting, the eminent historian Mahendra Kr. Sinha 
(B.A.B.T.) and Headmaster of Karimganj Govt. Higher 
Secondary School, expressed the view that the Bishnupriya 
Manipuri Language originated in Manipur from the time immemorial 
and it belonged to Indo-Aryan stock and culture and hence, 
necessary books were printed in mother tongue and a magazine 
named “Bishnupriya” was published. The editor of the magazine 
was Mahendra Kr, Sinha of Patherkandi himself and sub-editor 
was Madan Mohan Mukarjee of Panchdali, Karimganj. 
Cultural and Religious Activities : Regarding the cultural activities, 
astrong resolution was adopted by giving due importance to the 
Dancer (Duhar), Musician (Isalpa), Dakula or Mridango badak 
(Drum Dancer), for the socio-cultural identity etc. Further, 
regarding the religious activities, financial help was given due 
importance for the well protection of Radhamadhab Jieu temple 
of RadhaKunda Dham under Mathura district of U.P. that belong 
to the Bishnupriya Manipuris. 
Language Committee : To fight for recognition and implementation 
of Bishnupriya Manipuri Mother Tongue in primary level by both 
the Assam and the Tripura Govt. and to put demand in the 
Linguistic Minority Commission along with the Central Govt., “A 
Language Committee” was constituted with the following 
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members- 

1) President: Mahendra Kr. Sinha (B.A.B.T.) of Patherkandi. 

2) Secretary: Gopi Mohan Mukherjee of Panchdali, Anipur. 

3) Member: Birendra Kr. Sinha of East Krishnanagar, 
Dullabcherra and Laxmikanta Sinha, B.A. of 
Shillong along with other members, 

Literary and Cultural Council :- A Literary and Cultural Council 

was constituted with the following members, with a view to 

scrutinise and correction about spelling, words, grammar and 

vocabularies ete, for the development of literature and culture of 

the Bishnupriya Manipuri Language. 

1. President: Guru Bipin Sinha, Singari, Silchar. 

2. Secretary: Jagat Mohan Sinha, Silchar. 

3. Members: Gakulananda Gitiswami and others etc. 


Cottage Industry and Economic Development Committee :- With 
a view to give importance to the cottage industries like weaving 
of clothes and Manipuri bed-sheets and “gamocha” (gents weaving 
garments) etc. in order to strengthen the economic condition and 
self-dependence etc., an Economic Development Committee was 
constituted with some members, which were as follows :- 

1) Lalmohan Sinha, of Patiala and Sri Churachand Sinha of 
Rupagram are worthy to be mentioned. 


Working Committee cum Constitutional Committee :- For the 
well management of the activities of Mahasabha, in relation to the 
organising structure of each and every zone of the society under 
the Mahasabha, a Constitutional Committee was formed with 


the following- 

1) President: Sri Manik Sinha, Kabya Ratna of Narsinghpur, 
Cachar. 

2) Seretary: Sri Gopi Mohan Mukharjee of village Panchdali, 
Anipur, Karimganj. 


3) Members were Mahandra Kr. Sinha and others etc. 
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Thus, the 14" great conference of Nikhil Bishnupriya 
Manipuri Mahasabha was the milestone for recording the first 
.structural based organisation for identity of the language and 
cultural activities of the Bishnupriya Manipuris.’ 

Simultaneously, perhaps on 19" October, 1956, a 
memorable “Numius” magazine was published in Bishnupriya 
Manipuri language from the ancient C.V.PH.S. School, 
Dullabcherra, initiated by the teacher of that school like Bijoysena 
Sinha of Bishnupur, Krishna Gopal Sinha of East Krishnanagar, 
Kamini Mohan Mukerjee of Panchadali, Gourmoni Sinha of 
Patiala and students like Ramusena Sinha of East Krishnanagar, 
Prafulla Sinha of Loaipua, Gopinath Sinha of Patiala, Mani Bhusan 
Sinha of Bishnupur, Noruttam Misra of Baskaltilla, Krishna 
Prasad Sinha of East Krishnanagar etc., with a view to develop 
the language, literature and culture of the Bishnupriya Manipuris. 
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7. NEXT STEP OF THE MAHASABHA 
WITH ITS WING STUDENTS UNION 


The Meitei Manipuri language was confirmed as the state 
language of Manipur by the State Language Reorganisation 
Commission Act 1956 of India. So, the Bishnupriya Manipuri 
speaking people inside and outside Manipur after migration, ina 
scattered way, was neglected or deprived. This was also proved 
vy the Census of India Act 1961 from the following table — 


Census of India 1961, Vol-1, India, All India 
Part IC (II) language table (Statement | Total of speakers 
showing language classified) 


1. Manipuri/Meitei 636430 
2. Bishnupriya 15182 
[ 3. Mayol 04 


This was the Census of 1961 about Manipuris, 49 (A 
Booklet in public interest of 2006 Published litigation No. 32/06 
of Gauhati High Court.) 

But the above mentioned table of 1961 regarding the 
Bishnupriya Manipuri language speaking people, was very much 
absurd, whereas one example is sufficient about the Census 
Report of Tripura of 1901, Which was stated below ina tabular 
form. 

Census Report of 1901 regarding Tripura State 

Total Manipuri Population of Tripura (Bishnupriya + Meitei + 
Muslim) = 13256 


Bishnupriya Meitei Musim | Total 
3850 4001 405 13256 


N.B. : Tripura Cencus Report of 1901, Page= VII 
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Manipuris Male Female | Total 


Meitei Bishnupriya 6760 6096 12856 
Manipuri Muslim 405 200 200 400 
Total 6960 6296 13256 


This was the Cencus Report of Tripura.® 


Thus, as per Govt. Report of Tripura Census, 1901, there 
are much dissimilarities about the Census of 1961, regarding the 
Bishnupriya Manipuri language speaking people, either in Assam 
or in Tripura, It seems that some reactionary elements were very 
much up and doing to reduce the population, in respect of the 
migrated and ill fated Bishnuprya Manipuris, being the original 
inhabitants of Manipur, only for the ruthless suppression of their 
ethnic identity and cultural heritage, like the earlier banished and 
powerless Jews of Palestine-over Israel conflict etc. 

However, in such a sporadic situation after 1961, the 
Bishnupriya Manipuris were listed in the OBC column in the Annual 
School Report of 1961-1962 in primary level, basing on the 
demand of 14" Annual conference of Mahasabha 1955 (photo 
copy of School Report enclosed) 

Thus, the Mahasabha was registered in 1965 under No. 
82 of 1965 and tried its level best with students union to create 
pressure to the Assam Govt. and the Tripura Govt. for the 
introduction of Bishnupriya Manipuri language in the primary stage 
of education, Thus, the year 1968-69 was the turning point for 
the language movement of Bishnupriya Manipuris, where the 
Bishnupriya Manipuri Andolon Parishad or Movement Council 
was formed in October 1969, joining hands with the Students 
Union in the following scheduled programme - 

1) Blood Signature Campaign:- It was madew.e.f. 15-10-1969 
to 22-10-1969 to put various demands including language 
issue. 
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This picketing was done w.e.f. 23-10- 


2) Block level picketing 


1969 to 31-10-1969 at various blocks like Katigorah, 
Narsingpur, Ramkrishnanagar, Patherkandi, Salchapra, 
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Japirband and Meherpur of Silchar, Karimganj and Hailakandi 
subdivisions respectively. 

3) DC/SDO office chair picketing:- The chair picketing was 
organised from 1st to 5 November, 1969, respectively at 
Cachar DC office including Karimganj and Hailakandi 
subdivision respectively, 

4) Block level office picketing:-Block level office picketing was 
held on 11% November to 21 November 1969 at various 
blocks of Cachar, Karimganj and Hailakandi respectively, 

5) 72 hours Mass Hunger strike in 1972 :- The Nikhil Bishnupriya 
Manipuri Mahasabha launched the 72 hours Mass Hunger 
Strike in front of DC Office, Cachar, joining hands with the 
Bishnupriya Manipuri Andolon Parishad and Bishnupriya 
Manipuri Students Union, for the fulfillment of seven point 
demand charter like-introduction of the Bishnupriya Manipuri 
language, broadcasting of Bishnupriya Manipuri cultural 
activities like dance, music etc, in Bishnupriya Manipuri 
language at Silchar and Agartala Radio Station and TV Centre 
etc, and reservation seat for Bishnupriya Manipuris both in 
the State Legislative Assembly and Parliament etc.” 

Even in 1972, the Andolon Parishad protested deeply 
against the Central Govt., for the correction of wrong statement 
against the Census Report of 1961, regarding the Bishnupriya 
Manipuri language speaking population. At that time, Sri Madan 
Mohan Mukarjee, an active member of Mahasabha, submitted a 
memorandum to Mr. D.N. Bajpayee, the Linguistic Minority 
Commissioner of the Central Govt, for the correction of statement 
of Bishnupriya Manipuri population of the Census of 1961 and 
to publish the correct statement in the next Census Report. Thus, 
the Mahasabha, with the Students Union and the Andolon 
Parishad, took an active part, for the development of the language 
movement, though some sort of anomalies were seen during the 
time of Mr. Sarat Ch. Sinha, the then Chief minister of Assam. 
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8. ASSAMESE LANGUAGE MOVEMENT 
IN 1972, AS STATE L ANGUAGE ISSUE 
AND SUPPORT OF THE BISHNUPRIYA 

MANIPURIS 


The Language Movement in 1972 was an important 
landmark in the history of the language movement in Assam. At 
that time, the author of this book was a new student of previous 
MA of Guwahati University, along with other colleagues of Barak 
Valley and Tripura. At that time, the Academic Council of 
Guwahati University passed a resolution on 28" June 1972, for 
the introduction of Assamese Language as a compulsory medium 
of instruction in schools and colleges of Assam, which was deeply 
protested in Barak Valley. 

But simultaneously, some P.G. students of Guwahati 
University, belonging to Bishnupriya Manipuri community, 
including the author, assembled in a meeting at Maligaon 
Radhamadhab Sebasram Mandir unitedly and submitted a 
memorandum, headed by Banamali Sinha to Mr. Hiteshwer Saikia, 
the then Education Minister of Assam, for the introduction of 
Bishnupriya Manipuri Language in the primary stage of education, 
along with other demands like facilities to the P.G. students as 
OBC and necessary arrangement for broadcasting of | ‘Bishnupriya 
Manipuri song and dance in the Silchar and Agartala Radio Station 
etc., which was consented. 

Further, various organisations of the Bishnupriya Manipuri 
community, supported Assamese language, as a State Language 
of Assam. Even some Assamese Language Diploma Examination 
Centres were also opened at various places of Barak Valley like 
Meherpur, Norsinghpur, Hailakandi, Asimganj, Patherkandi, 
Tinokhal, Gandhigram (Medley T.E.), Ratabari, Anipur and 
Dullabcherra area etc.and thus, many local unemployed youths 
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got qualified and absorbed themselves in various schools to teach 
Assamese language by the helping hand of the benign Assam Govt. 
Thereafter, within a few years, Assamese Language teachers 
were appointed in every M.E., High and Higher Secondary 
Schools of Assam, including Barak Valley. Thus, Assamese 
language was in existence as the state language by the rules and 
regulations formulated by the policy of the Govt. of Assam. 
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CHAPTER-5 
PERIOD OF BANGLADESH WAR FROM 1970-71 
Sh EBAAGLADESH WAR FROM 1970-71 


1. ROLE OF BISHNUPRIYA MANIPURIS IN 
THE FREEDOM STRUGGLE OF 
BANGLADESH 1970-71 


For about 200 years, the British Govt. was able to set up 
their supremacy in India, by introducing various policies, Atlast, 
Lord Mount Batten, the last Governor General or Viceroy of 
India passed the Indian Independence Act in July 1947. Thus, as 
per will of the Indians, transfer of power was fixed on crossing 5 
minutes of midnight 14" August 1947 to India and at 11-55 PM 
of 14" August 1947 to Pakistan. In India Lord Mount Batten, 
became the Governor General and Pandit Jawharlal Nehru as 
the Prime Minister of India and Md. Ali Zinnah, became the first 
Governor General of Pakistan. Hence, from the historical point 
of view, it can be said that the plan of Lord Mount Batten was 
made not for the permanent solution for framing of Indian 
constitution, for which, conflicts created among different castes, 
creed and sex of Indian territories. 

To add to utter surprise and needless to mention that Sylhet 
Referendum was organised on 6" and 7 J uly 1947, on the plea 
that whether Sylhet would be included either in Assam or in East 
Pakistan (East Bengal), headed by the commissioner Mr, H.C. 
Stork, where about 5 lakhs tea garden labours were deprived of 
casting their votes in Sylhet Referendum. Thus, as per 
Referendum, Sylhet was included into East Pakistan (East Bengal) 
by excess votes of near about 55 thousands, with twelve and half 
thanas and the remaining three and half thanas named Badarpur, 
part of Karimganj, Patherkandi and Ratabari, were included into 
Karimganj Sub-division of Assam. In this way, the fate of the 
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Manipuris (Both the Bishnupriyas and the Meiteis) of Sylhet 
district was adjusted into East Pakistan (East Bengal). 

So, by the Indian Independence Act of 1 947, two 
Independent countries, named-India and Pakistan, came into 
being. So far concerned, Pakistan was set up based on Islamic 
Religion. But though, most of the inhabitants of East and West 
Pakistan belonged to the Islamic religion, yet their language and 
culture were seperate between the East Pakistan and the West 
Pakistan along with the distance of exceeding thousand miles. In 
spite of all these, the power of administration was in the hand of 
West Pakistan. And as such, the country's official language was 
Urdu, where as the mother tongue of most of the people of East 
Pakistan was Bengali, which was a debacle between the east 
and the west. Even in the early 1948, the Governor General Md. 
Jinnah of Pakistan, declared loudly in Ducca that Urdu shall be 
the state language of Pakistan. It was strongly protested by the 
people of East Pakistan, in addition to all benefits and 
developmental works, enjoyed by the people of West Pakistan. 
Insucha way, the language movement of 1952 and rise of mass 
movement in 1969 sowed the seed for the freedom of Bangladesh 
from the yoke of West Pakistan. 

Thus, the Awami League Party, headed by Mujibur 
Rahaman, gained the absolute majority party in the General 
Election of 1970, for which, Mr. Yahiya Khan, the President of 
Pakistan, played a diplomatic role, by declaring Mujibur Rahaman 
as political prisoner, in lieu of handing over the power. The same 
policy was followed by Julfikar Ali Bhuttoo, the leader of the 
Pakistan peoples Party, that followed the policy of ruthless 
suppression by the military force on 25" March 1971, over the 
people of East Pakistan. Most of the people of East Pakistan 
(East Bengal) escaped and took shelter in neighbouring states of 
West Bengal, Assam, Tripura and other parts of India, for self 
protection. 
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In the same footing, many Bishnupriya Manipuri families of 
East Pakistan, took shelter in many parts of India. But remaining 
majority Bishnupriya Manipuris of many places like Bhanugat 
(Bhanubil area), Maulavi Bazar, Kamalganj, Chunarghat, Chatak, 
etc. took an active part in the freedom movement of Bangladesh, 
the account of which is stated below :- 

On 12" August 1971, the Pakistani soldiers entered in the 
ouse, arrested and killed(220) Sarbabhoum Sarma of Bhanubil 
village of Kamalganj police station under Maulavibazar. 

The next day, on 14" August 1971, the house of (221) 
atan Sinha was looted, who fought heroically and at last escaped 
in India. Further, among the youths, (222) Mantri Sinha, (223) 
Babu Sinha, (224) Bidyadhan Sinha and (225) Kuleswar Sinha, 
teacher of Bhanubil area, joined in the Mukti Fauj of Mujibar 
ahaman, to fight against the illegal activities and injustice of 
‘akistan Govt. for their self-dependence etc. Next Bishnupriya 
Manipuri Freedom Fighter of North Bhanubil area was (226) 
Krishna Kumar Sinha, S/o Late Ratan Sinha ofAdampur Bazar 
of Kamalganj under Maulavi Bazar, Sylhet, who escaped in India 
and appeared at Dalugaon village of Kailasahar sub-division under 
Tripura and met with Rajasaheb, the special organiser of Muktifauj. 
hereafter on inquiry, it was found that Krishna Kumar Sinha 
was an actual Freedom Fighter of Muktifauj and thus, he was 
sent to Halflong, for the training of Muktifauj and after passing 
the training, he joined in the Kamalpur Border of Tripura under 
Sajadur Rahaman. Thus, a terrible fight was fought between the 
Muktifauj and Pakistani-Punjabi soldiers at Dholai camp, where 
many soldiers of both sides were killed and injured. After operation 
of the forces, Lt. General A.K.M. Niyaji, the Eastern Commander 
of Pakistan, visited the Dholai camp. On the other hand, the 
Muktifauj under ‘Z” force, commander Major Jiyaur Rahaman, 
crossed the border, by shooting, where the Pakistani-Panjabi 
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soldiers started shooting, by hiding near the tilla area of Bishnupriya 
Manipuri village of Fulbari T.E. Garden. On the contrary, the 
Muktifauj also took shelter in the Bishnupriya Maniputi village, 

where it got the support of the Bishnupriya Manipuris of Tilakpur 
area. Thus, on 3 December 1971, Krishna Kumar Sinha helped 
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the Muktifauj, by handing over the map of Kamarcherra area, 
He was appointed in the Revenue Departmentafter the freedom 
of Bangladesh, but very much physically weak in his later life. 

Next to Krishna Kumar was (227) Satish Ch. Sinha, S/o. 
Murulichand Sinha of Tilokpur under Kamalganj of Maulavi Bazar 
area. During the movement of Bangladesh, Satish Ch. Sinha was 
astudent of BA in Srimongol College, where the Pakistani soldiers 
made campand in the next day of making camp, Satish Ch. Sinha 
took shelter by escaping and joined in the Muktifauj at Vidyanagar 
Higher Secondary School under Kailasahar of Tripura. The next 
day, Satish Ch. Sinha joined in the Guarilla Training at Lower 
Halflong of Assam, under the supervision of M.V. Krishnan, an 
Indian Military Officer, consisting of 31 Politbureau members. 
But on 18" December 1971, the Pakistani Aeroplane made firing 
onan Indian Halipad, to help Muktifauj at Somsenagar Airport, 
where five Indian soldiers were shot dead. Insucha situation, 
Satish Ch. Sinha, a famous soldier of Muktifauj, was involved in 
the freedom movement of Bangladesh till Independence in 1971 
December and at last, surrendered to the Govt. representatives 
at Maulavi Bazar. 

Next freedom fighter of Bangladesh was (228) Nilkanta 
Sinha, S/o Chourel Sinha of village Nuabaluchar under 
Companyganj of Sylhet District, who was a Pakistani Govt. 
employee and escaped in India, following various refugees of 
East-Pakistan and entered at Karimganj-Silchar Refugee Camp 
consisting of Srimongol and Habiganj. There Mrs, Indira Gandhi, 
thethen Prime Minister of India, Sri Siddartha Sankar Roy, the 
then Chief Minister of West Bengal and Mr. Sanjay Gandhi, the 
then Secretary of Congress, visited the camp. Sri Nilkanta Sinha 
was handed over the charge of supervision at Indian Redcross 
Society, Karimganj by his classmate friend Dr. Nalinaksha Roy. 

But after a few days leaving the charge of red cross, 
Nilkanta Sinha joined in the Muktifauj under No. 5 sector 
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commander Major C.R. Dutta, to fight against the Pakistani 
soldiers of Kumilla and Chattagram. Simultaneously, an Army 
Officer named Major Dalim of East Pakistan, escaping from West 
Pakistan, entered at Barlekha of Sylhet and empowered the 
charge of Lathitilla Border, to fight against the Pakistani- Punjabi 
soldiers. There he was wounded by shooting, who was 
hospitalised at Calcutta Civil Hospital. Thereafter, fora fort night, 
Nilkanta Sinha remained involved ina terrible fight at Hakaluki 
bil of Sylhet, that fought between the Pakistani-Punjabi soldiers 
and the Muktifauj, who got defeated and only 6 soldiers including 
Nilkanta Sinha returned alive among the Muktifauj, who were 
arrested. 

On 3" December, 1971, no sooner had Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi, the then Prime Minister of India, being declared war 
with full arms and ammunitions against Pakistan, than the Indian 
Army along with the Muktifauj defeated the Pakistani soldiers in 
the battle, one after another and advanced by the infantry soldiers 
of captain Rajaram at Kadamtali, on the opposite bank of Surma 
river and started firing terribly on the Pakistani soldiers. At last, 
on 16 December, 1971, the Pakistani soldiers surrendered 
before the Muktifauj, in the premises of circuit house of Sadar 
Sylhet. Thereafter, Nilkanta Sinha also surrendered before Major 
C.R. Dutta, who was then appointed as Health Supervisor at 
Jaintiapur Health Complex. 

Next Freedom Fighter was (229) Brajamohan Sinha, S/o 
Botha Sinha of Cherrapathari under Kamalganj of Maulavai Bazar, 
avaliant soldier in the freedom movement of Bangladesh. He 
was a cultivator by profession. He was arrested by the Pakistani- 
Punjabi soldiers, during the time of cultivation abouta month before 
the freedom of Bangladesh, and thereby escaped from the hand 
of the Pakistani soldiers and took shelter at Kailasahar of North 
Tripura. Thereafter, he joined the Muktifauj training at Lower 
Haflong and after the training, he took part in operation at Kumilla 
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of Sylhet under captain Abdul Salam. Thereafter he took part in 
operation at Kamalpur and Kailasahar Borderarea. Prior to 16" 
December, the Pakistani soldiers surrounded the house of 
Brojamohan Sinha, for arresting him, knowing fully well asa soldier 
of Muktifauj. At that time, in disguise, Brojamohan Sinha could 
understand that his house was surrounded by Pakistani Soldiers. 
Then Brojamohan Sinha shot to a Pakistani soldier with 
Machingun, who was made floating on the river. Thus, the bravery 
of Brojamohan Sinha, who surrendered to the representatives of 
Srimangal after Freedom Movement of Bangladesh, was 
recorded. The family of Sinha was granted pension by the 
Bangladesh Govt. Needless to mention that Sri Brojamohan Sinha 
(a veteran Bishnupriya Manipuri Valiant Muktifauj, joined in 
the great conference of Dhaka, convened by the Bangladesh 
Muktifauj Parliament, asa famous freedom fighter of ‘Bangladesh, 

Next Freedom Fighter of Bangladesh was (230) Babusena 
Sinha, of North Bhanubil, Adampur Bazar, under Kamalganj thana 
of Maulavi Bazar District. He escaped with three others from 
Sylhet and met with Rajasaheb, the captain of Pritampasa, on the 
way to Kailasahar, who handed over Babusena Sinha, to Baldev 
Sinha, the Indian Military Officer. Babusena was sent to Duarbond 
of Silchar, for Guerilla Training and thereafter sent to Dholai border 
of Kamalpur under Captain Sajjadur Rahaman. During the stay 
at Dhalai camp, Babusena was caught red handed at Satgaon 
Bazar, by the Pakistani-Punjabi Soldiers and then sent to jail for 
19 days and was released from jail, before the completion of 18 
days on 16" December, 1971. In the last days ofhis life, he lived 
incultivation. 

Another freedom fighter of Bangladesh was (231) 
Brajamohan Sinha (II) of Majergaon under Companyganj of 
Sylhet District. By profession, he worked in tailoring at Agartala, 
during the freedom movement of Bangladesh. Within a few days, 
Brajamohan Sinha (ID arrived at home to meet with father. On 


98 


hearing the news of illness after meeting with the father, he came 
back to India and thereafter joined in the training of Muktifauj 
under the supervision of Balaram Sinha and Kunja Sinha, the 
Indian Military officer and captain of Imphal respectively. 
Thereafter, he took active part in Muktapur Kalaincherra and 
Bholaganj, under Commander Alamgir. Thus, Brajamohan Sinha 
joined in the Freedom Movement of Bangladesh and at last, he 
resorted to cultivation as profession. 

Another freedom fighter was (232) Moni Sinha of 
Majergaon under Chhatak Police Station of Sunamganj district, 
who escaped to India with some of his colleagues and joined in 
the Muktifauj training at Shillong. After training, Moni Sinha took 
active part in No.5 Bholaganj sector, in operation and was faced 
with a terrible fight against Pakistani soldiers. Later on, after the 
freedom of Bangladesh, Moni Sinha surrendered with arms and 
ammunitions to Colonel Shoukat Ali of Sylhet Madrasa. 

Next Freedom Fighter was (233) Thoiba Sinha of village 
Tetaigaon of Adampur Bazar under Kamalganj of Maulavi Bazar 
District. Mr. Thoiba Sinha worked as carpenter by profession. 
During the time of operation by the Pakistani-Punjabi soldiers, 
Thoiba Sinha took shelter in India and joined in the training of 
Muktifauj at Shillong under the supervision of Major Bath. 
Thereafter, Thoiba Sinha, took active part, in operation of guerilla 
war of Karnafuli and Joykolos river etc. After the freedom of 
Bangladesh, Thoiba Sinha took active part at Melisia training. 
Butat last, he lived his life asa farmer. Another freedom fighter of 
Bangladesh was (234) Nandalal Sinha of village Nayabaluchar 
under Companyganj of Sylhet District, who took shelter in India, 
He joined in the Muktifauj training at Jowai of Shillong. After 
training, he took active role against the Pakistani Soldiers in 
fighting at the Airport Salutikor and Telikhal. 

After the freedom of Bangladesh, Nandalal Sinha 
surrendered with arms and ammunitions to colonel Shoukat Ali 
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of Sylhet Alia Madrasa. Thereafter, he joined in the Police 
Department. But after 6 months, Nandalal Sinha resigned to the 
post, for inconveniences of family and thereby returned home 
and maintained his family by ploughing. 

Next freedom fighter of Bangladesh was (235) Bidyadhan 
Sinha of Bhanubil village, under Kamalganj of Moulavi Bazar 
district. He promised himself to join in the Muktifauj, for the 
treacherous activities of the Pakistani soldires over his family. Thus, 
he took shelter in India and thereby joined in the Muktifauj Training 
at Halflong. A fier training, he was sent to Baligaon camp, opposite 
to Dholai camp. 

Thus, Bidyadhan Sinha showed active participation in the 
Muktifauj, who surrendered arms to the WAPDA of Srimongal. 
He died in 1991 leaving two sons and one daughter along with 
his wife behind. 

Another Freedom Fighter of Bangladesh was, (236) Nimai 
Sinha of Madhabpur under Patrokhola of Kamalganj area at 
Maulavi Bazar District. He was an active worker of Student 
League and joined in the Muktifauj training at Halflong 
Lowerbond, with two of his friends, named Abu and Brojendra 
Sinha, by the advice of Martyr Girindra Sinha of Madhabpur. 
After training, he was appointed at Kamalpur border No. 4 sector 
under captain Sajjadur Rahaman. Thereafter, he took active role 
in fighting against the Pakistani soldiers. Next, he took participation 
in Kumarghat operation under commander Abul Kasem of 
Sherpur and later on, Khowai by Akhaura operation. 

After the freedom of Bangladesh, Nimai Sinha surrendered 
with arms at WAPDA of Srimongal. Later on, he joined in the 
Defence, Ansar, O.V.D.P. training at Malesia. He was an active 
member of VDP and lived in ploughing with his family. 

Next Bishnupriya Manipuri Freedom Fighter of | Bangladesh 
was (237) Biswambar Sinha of Baligaon under Kamalganj of 
Maulavi Bazar district. He was an active worker of freedom 
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movement and during war time, he took shelter, as a relative at 
Kalabari of Kailasahar in Tripura. He joined in the Muktifauj 
Training at Silchar Lowerbond, under the supervision of Captain 
Dhir Singh and thereafter joined at Chattarpur border operation 
of Defence under Commander Habibur Rahaman. 

After the freedom of Bangladesh, Biswambar Sinha 
surrendered with arms and ammunitions to the Maulavi Bajar 
Development Centre. Thereafter, Biswamber Sinha passed the 
H.S. examination in 1974 from Srimongal College, but not yet 
been provided w ith any job asa fieedom fighterofB angladesh ! 
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2. NEWS OF U.N.O. TO THE MUKTIFAUJ 
DURING THE FREEDOM STRUGGLE IN 
BANGLADESH 


Following is the statement of U.N.O. on 8® July 1971 in 
the international committee of labour party in London, about the 
Pakistan Situation in the freedom movement of | Bangladesh. 

The Pakistan Situation was discussed at the meeting of the 
labour party international committee and the following resolutions 
were adopted. 

1. The N.E.C. deeply concerned about the present human 
crisis in West and East Bengal, believes that the dangers of the 
present conflict within Pakistan, are a threat to international peace 
and security; that only a satisfactory political solution to the conflict 
within Pakistan, can restore stability and end the threat to peace 
and that of the urgency and scale of the present human suffering 
among the refugees and the danger of early famine demand an 
unpairing response from Britain. It therefore, urges. His Majesty 
Govt. to take the following immediate steps. 

(a) To raise the conflict in Pakistan in the security council, as an 
urgent question treating peace and endangering the security 
of others, 

(b) To increase substantially the British contribution to “U’Thunt 
Relief Fund and to make an immediate bilateral offer of 
generous additional aid to India, to assist her in the costs of 
meeting the refugee problem? 

Thus, the news of international statement helped to increase 
the encouragement of] Muktifauj organizers, accompanying more 
Bishnupriya Manipuri Freedom Fighters of ‘Bangladesh as below- 

(238) Mani Sinha S/o Prasun Sinha of village Rajnagar 
under chhatak police station of Sunamganj district, on 25" March 
1971, took shelter in India, due to treacherous activities of the 
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Pakistani Soldiers, and thereby he joined in the Muktifauj training 
at Shillong. Thereafter, Moni Sinha got involved in the Freedom 
Movement of Bangladesh. But in the Daligaon Operation Camp, 
he suffered from illness seriously. So, after the freedom of 
Bangladesh, he was invited for joining in the Defence Department, 
but could not join, due to his physical illness and living by cultivation 
with his family members. 

Moreover, the account of some more Bishnupriya Manipuri 
freedom fighters of remote backward village areas of Bangladesh 
are furnished below - (239) Dinomoni Sinha was one of the village 
freedom fighter of Puran Baluchar under companyganj police 
station of Sylhet District. He took shelter in India at the age of 15 
years, reading in Class-X, by the sudden attack of Pakistani 
soldiers. After trained up, Dinomoni Sinha was sent to No. 5 
sub-sector of Bholaganj Muktifauj under commander Fakrul. He 
showed his bravery by fighting with the Muktifauj soldiers against 
the Pakistani-Pathan Soldiers and became able to communicate 
with Sylhet. 

After the freedom of Bangladesh, Dinomoni Sinha was 
invited to join in the security force, but could not join and thereby 
continued his study and after passing the SSC exam, joined to 
the post of Asstt. Teacher in the Chhatak Govt, Primary School. 

Next eminent village freedom fighter of Bangladesh 
was(240) Bappi Sinha of Baligaon village under Kamalganj Police 
Station of Maulavi Bazar District. He was a famous artist in music, 
Thereafter, influenced by Bimal Sinha, the then Health Minister 
of Tripura, he joined in the Muktifauj training and thereafter, he 
fought as a Muktifauj soldier under Bahubal Habiganj 
Commandant Manik Choudhury. He worked in arms and 
ammunitions under J. L. Wing First nels power in Sylhet. In the 
freedom of Bangladesh, he surrendered and handed over 
weapons to the then Trip leader Sri Mongol WAPDA. At present, 
he is working in various socio-cultural activities. Another rural 
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Bishnupriya Manipuri freedom fighter of Bangladesh was (241) 
Basanta Kumar Sinha of Madhabpur under Kamalganj of Maulavi 
Bazar District, working as a Health Asstt. of Kamalganj Health 
Complex. He was caught red-handed on 14" June 1971, by the 
Pakistani-Panjabi soldiers under Major Ajay Khan and ordered 
to join in the Pakistani Regiment. But in the next morning on 16" 
June 1971, Basanta Kr, Sinha took shelter at Kailasahar of T ripura 
in disguise, crossing the border. Thereafter on 22™ June 1971, 
Basanta Kr. Sinha joined in the Muktifauj training at Lowarbond, 
Silchar, under Enamul Haque,where Basanta Kr. Sinha was 
appointed as road guide worker under Major Jiyaur Rahman of 
Bangladesh and then to engage as a worker with captain Hafijur 
Rahman of Bravo group under comander ‘Z’ Force at Ambasha 
of Tripura. 

Next, on 6" December 1971, a company of 150-200 
Bengal Regiment Muktifauj, took active operation at Srimongal- 
Kamalganj camp, accompanying Basanta Kr. Sinha. But two days 
later, he fell ill and was compelled to return to Halali of Kailasahar 
under Tripura, where he was hospitalised with care. 

Thus, after freedom of Bangladesh, Basanta Kr. Sinha 
returned from Tripura and got engaged as a supervisor of 
Kamalganj Health Complex under Bangladesh. 

Another Rural Freedom Fighter of Bangladesh was (242) 
Kuleswar Sinha of village Bhanubil under Kamal ganj Police 
Station of Maulavi Bazar District. During the time of freedom 
movement, when the Pakistani soldiers entered in Sylhet and made 
treacherous activities over the innocent ladies and gentlemen, 
Kuleswar Sinha took shelter in India in disguise as an absconder 
in the eye of Pakistani Soldiers and took active part in the No. 4 
sector after training in the Muktifauj. Even, he took activerole in 
the operations of border area - on several occasions. 

After the freedom of Bangladesh, Kuleswar Sinha could 
not join in the security force of Bangladesh, even after invitation, 
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for some inconveniences. At present, he is living with his family 
members. 

Next Bishnupriya Manipuri freedom fighter was (243) 
Mantri Sinha of Bhanubil under Kamalganj of Maulavi Bazar 
District, a lad of 13 years old during the freedom movement of 
Bangladesh in 1971. He took shelter at Dalugaon of Tripura and 
thereafter joined in the Mauktifauj training camp at Lowerbond 
of Silchar. Thereafter, he was sent to No. 5 sector of Muktifauj 
camp under Captain Sajjadur Rahaman. During the operation 
movement by Pakistani-Punjabi soldiers, he was shot at left leg, 
for which he was sent to India moving military hospital, where he 
got improved by successful operation. After freedom of 
Bangladesh, he was appointed in Army Medical Care and retired 
in 1989 with life pension, 

Next Rural Freedom Fighter of Bangladesh was (244) 
Brajendra Sinha of village Baligaon, of Kamalganj Police Station 
under Maulavi Bazar District. During the invasion of Sylhet by 
the west Pakistani armed forces in 1971, Brajendra Sinha escaped 
and took shelter at Eshakpur of Kailasahar under Tripura, crossing 
the border with his family members to the house of one of his 
relatives. Thereafter, he joined in the Muktifauj training at Lower 
Halflong of Silchar under captain Moni Singh and after two months 
about, he was posted at Kamalpur border under captain Sajjadur 
Rahaman, where he faced terrible fight with the Pakistani soldiers 
and got wounded with some Muktifauj jowans including killing of 
two Muktifauj soldiers. After a few days, Brojendra Sinha got 
improved after treatment and lived a peaceful life with his family. 

The other rural freedom fighter of Bangladesh was (245) 
Kunja Sinha of Madhabpur village under Kamalganj police station 
of Maulavi Bazar District. During the 1* part of 1971 in the 
Freedom Movement of Bangladesh, Kunja Sinha took shelter at 
Fotikroy of Dharmanagar under Tripura, accompanying Basanta 
Kr. Sinhaand Girindra Sinha. Thereafter, Kunja Sinha joined in 
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the Muktifauj training under Captain Sajjadur Rahaman and 
thereby appointed as a guide worker at Ambasha of Bengal 
Regiment. 

At last, Kunja Sinha took active role, to fight against the 
Pakistani-Punjabi soldiers through Pathar khola border, where 
the enemies faced very much troubles. Thus, after the freedom of 
Bangladesh, Kunja Sinha was invited to join the security force, 
but lived a peaceful life without joining the security force. Further, 
one of the remarkable Bishnupriya Manipuri freedom fighter of 
Bangladesh was (246) Padmasen Sinha, a civil engineering final 
year student of Polytechnique institute of Sylhet at gulerhour village 
under Kamalganj Police Station of Maulavi Bazar District. Sri 
Padmasena Sinha took active organising role to create obstacles 
against the Pakistani-Punjabi soldiers, co-ordinating with Sabur 
Mia of Adampur union under Colonel Rob. and Md. Ilias Mia of 
MCA. Even on 9" April 1971, the company of Padmasen Sinha 
surrounded a Pakistani soldier, by seizing arms and ammunitions. 
Then a terrible fight was fought between the Muktifauj and the 
Pakistani soldiers, for which in the next night, Padmasen took 
shelter in India through Kamalpur border. Thereafter, he joined 
in the Muktifauj training at Halflong. After training, he joined in 
the Kathalbari camp of Kamalpur under Babrul Hussain, asa 
drawing guide to observe the enemy party, only because of having 
the civil engineering ideas. 

Moreover, in another work of operation, Padmasen Sinha 
planned to throw away the Dhalai bridge, so as to surrounding 
the Pakistani soldires. Following that plan, in the first week of 
November 1971, a battle took place between the Muktifauj with 
the Indian soldiers and the Pakistani soldiers, where the Pakistani 
Army overcame the situation by long artillery, 

Thereafter, Padmasen Sinha took Participation in discussion 
with the Muktifauj about the struggle affairs of Bangladesh 
Freedom Movement at Grand Hotel in Calcutta, headed by Mr. 
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Sanjoy Gandhi, the then youth congress 
leader of India. Since then, Padmasen Sinha 
was invited to join in the work of drawing 
and maping with the Indian Army, by Indian 
Zonal Commander Bahadur Singh. With this 
aim in view, Padmasen remained engaged in 
laborious work of artillary for about a 
fortnight from 9" December 1971 and 
thereby, helped the Muktifauj who entered 
the interrior of Bangladesh, where the Pak-soldiers fled away to 
Somesennager through Tillagaon and thus evacuated all captured 
places of Bangladesh. 

But it is a matter of great regret that this eminent social 
worker Padmasen Sinha, now breathed his last a few years back, 
He tried his level best to make a cordial relation between the 
Bishnupriya Manipuris of India and Bangladesh through social 
developmental activities, for which, everybody cannot forget this 
eminent social worker and freedom fighter of Bangladesh. 

Next Bishnupriya Manipuri freedom fighter of Bangladesh 
was (247) Hirendra Sinha of Majergaon under companyganj 0! 
Sylhet district. During the freedom movement of Bangladesh in 
March 1971, Hirendra Sinha took shelter in India and thereby 
joined in the Muktifauj training in India, only to protect the 
motherland East Pakistan, better called Bangladesh, from the 
attack of Pakistani soldiers. Thus, Hirendra Sinha took active 
role in several operations after returning from training camp. 

So, after the freedom movement of Bangladesh, Hirendra 
Sinha joined in Defence Deptt. and lived a peaceful life with his 
family members. 


Padmasen Sinha 
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3. A TALE OF MARTYRDOM OF A 
BISHNUPRIYA MANIPURI MUKTIFAUJ 
SOLDIER 


The tale of martyrdom was nobody else but (248) Girindra 
Sinha of village Madhabpur under Keramatnagar Police Station 
of Maulavi Bazar Dist. Having heard the news through 
broadcasting of Pakistan General Yahia Khan on 23" March 
1971, Girindra Sinha was determined to resist the Pakistani 
soldiers in Bangladesh. But due to serious condition by the 
enemies,Girindra Sinha took shelter in India through Kathalkandi 
and thereby joined in the Muktifauj training in June 1971 after 
staying a few days at Fatikroy and Kailasahar. Thereafter, he 
showed active bravery in mining operation to resist the enemy 
force of Pakistani regiment. 

But in the second time, he was caught in red handed and 
started towards Dholai camp by the Pakistani soldiers, on the 
way to Madhabpur Sri Mandap in the Durgapuja festival. After 
hearing the ill news of Girindra Sinha, the Local Union Council 
moved to and fro for finding Girindra Sinha, but proved futile. At 
last, it was learnt that Girindra Sinha was shot dead and the dead 
body of Girindra Sinha like Xebec, was reported to have been 
thrown in the Dholai river, 

Thus, Girindra Sinha, a valiant hero and Bishnupriya 
Manipuri freedom fighter of Bangladesh, sacrificed his life in 
freedom movement and hailed as a martyr of Bangladesh. 

Another valiant Bishnupriya Manipuri freedom fighter of 
Bangladesh was (249) Dilip Sinha, S/o. Parikshit Sinha of village 
Cherrapathari under Kamalganj police station of Maulavi Bazar 
District. He took shelter in India during the freedom movement 
of Bangladesh and thereby joined in the Muktifauj. Thereafter, 
he jumped into four operations against the Pakistani soldiers and 
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able to resist the enemy party. 

After the freedom of Bangladesh, Dilip Sinha returned to 
his motherland Bangladesh from India. But as a matter of ill luck, 
he had been suffering from dermological disease and thereby faced 
death in 1974. Next Bishnupriya Manipuri freedom fighter of 
Bangladesh, was (250) Bireswar Sinha, S/o Brojomoni Sinha of 
village Saichiri under chunarughat police station of Habiganj 
District. During the freedom movement of Bangladesh, Bireswar 
Sinha took shelter at Matibil of Kamalpur and joined in the 
Muktifauj training at Khowai camp and training at Ampi 
respectively, under Colonel Abraham and thereby after training, 
joined in the No. 3 sector, 2! East Bengal under Golam Helal 
Mursheed Khan. But at last, Bireswar Sinha was caught in red 
handed by the Pakistani Soldiers and seriously beaten. In the last 
moment, he was released. Thus, Bireswar Sinha proved his 
bravery and promoted to the Post of Subedar of Muktifauj. 

The next Freedom Fighter was (251) Dhono Sinha of 
Majergaon under Companyganj of Sylhet District. He took shelter 
in India and after training, he came back from India and fought 
against the Pakistani Soldiers. At present, he lived in cultivation 
with his family. 
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4. KIDNAPPING A BISHNUPRIYA 
MANIPURI FREEDOM FIGHTER ON THE 
WAY TO PHILIPPINE 


Inthe final stage, we find one notable volunteer of U.N.O. 
and Asstt, Secretary of Deputy Prime Minister of Bangladesh, 
who was nobody else but the remarkable Bishnupriya Manipuri 
Freedom Fighter of Bangladesh (252) Rabindra Kr. Sinha, S/o 
Falguni Sinha of Tilokpur village under Kamalganj Police Station 
of Maulavi Bazar District, He was born on 5" J; anuary 1951 and 
reared up at Chatlapur T. E., Somser Nagar, by the service of his 
father. During the freedom movement in Bangladesh, he was a 
Degree Student of MC College, Sylhet, having honours in 
Mathematics. But due to the treacherous activities of the Pakistani 
soldiers, he left Bangladesh, informing his father and thereby took 
shelter in India and thus, he joined in the Muktifauj training 
temporarily, for which he was successful in Guarilla War. After 
the freedom of Bangladesh, he was appointed as the Secretary 
under the Deputy Prime Minister. On the way to Philippine, he 
was kidnapped by the miscreants on27-8-1979 at Ducca Ajimpur 
Airline and shot dead, which was a shock to everyone.’ 

The next one (253) Ananda Sinha of Kamalganj, was 
another freedom fighter, who was the follower of Mujibur 
Rahaman. The next freedom fighter of Bangladesh, was (254) 
Suramoni Sinha alias Mintu Sinha of Baligaon village under 
Kamalganj police station of Maulavi Bazar district. At the time of 
freedom movement of Bangladesh, he took shelter in India and 
thereby joined in the Muktifauj training and thereafter engaged 
himself to fight against the Pakistani-Punjabi soldiers, 

After the freedom of Bangladesh, Suramoni Sinha alias 
Mintu Sinha came back from India. Thereafter, he got engaged in 
work ina private Industrial Institution. 
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Another valiant hero and organizer of 
Bishnupriya Manipuri freedom struggle of 
Bangladesh was, (255) Nilmoni Chatterjee 
of village Ghoramara, under Komalganj 
Police Station of Moulavi Bazar District. After 

earing the historical news in Dhaka Radio 
broadcasted by Banga Bandhu Seikh 
Mujibur Rahaman, he formed a committee 
to fight against the Pakistani-Punjabi soldiers. 
Among other social workers of Bishnupriya Manipuri 
Community of Bangladesh in various ways of the Muktifauj cadets, 
‘or the freedom movement in Bangladesh, among which (256) 
Sti Nandeswar Sinha of village Tetaigaon under Kamalganj Police 
Station of District Maulavi Bazar, deserve special mention. Inthe 
freedom struggle of Bangladesh, he took shelter in Tripura and 
with the responsibility, he engaged himself in the work of 
recruitment of Muktifauj and moved from Halahati camp to 
harmanagar and Agartala training camp for encouragement of 
the Muktifauj soldiers. Thereafter, he had to enter in the interior 
places of Bangladesh in various means to Madhabpur Hilly places 
and also to Bhanubil areas to fight against the foes. 

Thus, after the freedom of Bangladesh, Nandeswar Sinha 
was appointed asa member of Adampur Union Council. Even, 
he raised various problems of Bishnupriya Manipuri Minority 
Community to the President of Bangladesh in 1975. At present, 
he is a teacher by profession. 

During the freedom movement in Bangladesh, some 
Freedom Fighter guides were provided to collect urgent news 
against the foes in the interior place of] Bangladesh, among which, 
(257) Bhuban Sinha of village Ghoramara of Bhanughat under 
Sylhet District, was another important figure, who took shelter in 
India, leaving his family members. He collected various secret 
news two times against the enemy party, by entering in the interior 
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places of Bangladesh. 

But in the third time, when Bhuban Sinha entered in the 
month of September 1971, he was caught red handed by the 
Pakistani-Punjabi soldiers in the Patharkhola border area and 
was taken him to the Somser Nagar camp via Madhabpur 
Bishnupriya Manipuri joint temples, where he shouted looking at 
the priest of the temple to inform his family members regarding 
his serious condition. But all efforts of Bhuban Sinha were ended 
in smoke. It seemed that Bhuban Sinha was shot dead by the 
Pakistani soldiers at Somsennagar camp and feasibly thrown his 
dead body, which was not found anywhere. Yet, after hearing the 
sad news of the death of Bhuban Sinha, his shradha ceremony 
was performed by his family members, the tragic scene of which 
cannot be forgotten in the history of freedom movement of 
Bangladesh. 

Furthermore, at the eleventh hour, ten Gipsy cars of 
Pakistani- Punjabi soldiers arrived at village Cherrapathari of 
Madhabpur under Bhanubil area, when the temple of priest 
Satyeswar Mukherjee was broken. But at last, (259) Nanda 
Kishor Mukarjee, the brother of Satyeswar Mukarjee, plucking 
up courage, complained to the higher officer, for which Major 
Subedar of Pak-Soldiers instructed them to leave the place and 
thereby Nandakishor Mukarjee drove out the Pak-soldiers to 
protect the motherland Bangladesh. 

Thus, the freedom movement of Bangladesh ended with 
tears and bloodshed and on 16" December 1971, Bangladesh 
became independent, by the valiant activities of Banglabandhu 
Mujibur Rahaman, the leader of Awami League part, by joining 
hands with the Bishnupriya Manipuris and others, which can be 
remembered in the golden history of freedom movement in 
Bangladesh. 
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CHAPTER-6 
PERIOD FROM 1975-2010 


1. BRIEF ROLE OF BISHNUPRIYA 
MANIPURI MAHASABHA IN LANGUAGE 
MOVEMENT FROM 1975 TO 1983 AS 
PIONEER OF FREEDOM MOVEMENT 


A very short account of the role of the Nikhil Bishnupriya 
Manipuri Mahasabha and other wings in language movement from 
1975 to 1983, is furnished here under, since the predecessors of 
the said Mahasabha were the contributors of the freedom 
movement. 

The Nikhil Bishnupriya Manipuri Mahasabha observed 72 
hours hunger strike in 1972 as said earlier, and thereby submitted 
memorendum both to the Govt. of Assam and Tripura, for the 
introduction of Bishnupriya Manipuri language in the primary stage 
of education along with other wings. Thereafter, the Govt. of 
Assam issued a circular vide No “EMI-169-7413-7, Dt. 
29.1.77”, for introducing the Bishnupriya language in the primary 
stage of education. But the then Mahasabha, headed by Nanda 
Kishor Sinha, deeply protested against the circular, though there 
were some repercussions among this linguistic minority community. 
On the contrary, Sri E.N. Pakitin, the Superintendent of Census 
Operation, 1961 wrote in his letter videNo. 79/9/3546, Dt. 24- 
7-61, that the Bishnupriya Manipuri and the Meitei Manipuri 
language are completely different in linguistic point of view, as 
recorded by George Grierson in 1891 in his “Linguistic survey of 
India”, Vol.-V, Part-II, page 419. But it was a matter of great 
regret that there was no any Govt. record regarding the speaking 
of Bishnupriya Manipuri language since 1931 to 1951, though 
designated as Caste Hindus in the 1931 Census Report. Further, 
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in the Linguistic Census Report of 1961 Vide No. 309-59-119, 
dt. 24.7.61, it was stated that “there was no separate Bishnupriya 
Manipuri and Meitei Manipuri language as counted.! The said 
report was cleared as follows- “The Annual Return Forms of the 
Education Department for schools in the district, distinctly 
indicated Meitei and Bishnupriya under one column as ‘Manipuri’ 
for their identification since several decades. This was established 
by the two Annual Returns of Karimganj, Hailakandi and Silchar 
subdivisions for the year 1961-62 and 1969-70 respectively. 
These documents are in the record and relied upon. The Govt. of 
Assam also, under written order/communication, as back as, on 
August/September 1975, decided that the Bishnupriya Manipuri 
is a religious section of Hindu Manipuri in Assam. Therefore, the 
term Hindu Manipuri in Assam includes both Meitei Manipuri 
and Bishnupriya Manipuri.”” 

But on the contrary, the Deputy Commissioner of Cachar 
of the then time, wrote in his letter vide No. SCMS/76/19/ Dt. 2- 
5-76 that the Bishnupriya Manipuri and the Meitei Manipuri are 
linguistically different languages with one another, which did not 
clearly tally with the Annual Return of 1961-62. In addition to 
this, the Inspector of Schools, CDC, Silchar, in his letter vide 
No. 5651, Dt.24-8-78 informed that the students of Bishnupriya 
Manipuri community had no separate language and as such, they 
were being assisted financially with O.B.C. scholarship, equivalent 
to the other beneficiaries.> 

To remove all these anomalies, the Mahasabha demanded 
among other things, to the Govt. of Assam, for the introduction of 
Bishnupriya Manipuri language in the primary stage of education. 
This truth is revealed at last, when the Govt. of India, issued a 
notification, vide No, 9/27/7 8/C D/C EN, Dt. 26,6,80/7,8,80, 
providing a code structure by name “Bishnupriya Manipuri” in 
1981 Census, with a copy addressed to Nanda Kishor Sinha, 
the then president, Nikhil Bishnupriya Manipuri Mahasabha, Club 
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Road, Silchar-1, Assam. Even, the Commissioner for Linguistic 
Minority of the Govt. of India, vide his 20" report, very explicitly 
and strongly urged upon the State Govt. of Assam to introduce 
“Bishnupriya Manipuri Language” without waiting for 1981 
Census. Sri Saran Singh, Ex-advisor to the Honourable Governor 
of Assam also, studied the matter elaborately and found no bar 
and assured of immediate introduction of the language in late 1982. 

Hence, the Govt. of Assam introduced the Bishnupriya 
Manipuri language in the primary stage of education by Govt. 
Notification No, EMI-169/74/pt-I 11/310, Dt.14.11.83, basing 
on various memorandums, on behalf of various organisations, 
including the Nikhil Bishnupriya Manipuri Mahasabha. But due 
to the various protest and disturbances created by the State Govt. 
of Manipur, along with her sister association, the Govt. of Assam, 
was bound to stay the earlier notified order under Govt. notification 
No. EMI-169/74/ pt-111/314, Dt. 8.12.83.As a result, various 
organisations of the Bishnupriya Manipuri Society like the 
Bishnupriya Manipuri Student Organisation, the Nikhil Bishnupriya 
Manipuri Mahasabha, Sanskriti Parishad etc., by creating 
pressure, approached to the Govt. of Assam, to withdraw the 
stay order on the introduction of the Bishnupriya Manipuri language 
in the primary stage of education. 
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2. ORIGIN OF THE BISHNUPRIYA 
MANIPURI SAHITYA SABHA AS A SPECIAL 
ROLE IN LANGUAGE MOVEMENT 


After pending the order, vide No. EMI -16 9/7 4/Pt -III/ 
314, Dt.-8.12.83 by the Govt. of Assam about the introduction 
of Bishnupriya Manipuri Language in the primary stage of 
education, the Nikhil Bishnupriya Manipuri Mahasabha, along 
with other wings like Bishnupriya Manipuri Students Union etc., 
were very much up and doing, for creating pressure to the state 
Govt. of Assam, for the withdrawal of the pending order, for the 
introduction of the language. In sucha critical juncture, a socio, 
cultural and literary organisation, better called the “Bishnupriya 
Manipuri Sahitya Sabha”, was originated in April 1984 at 
Karimganj, with the executives of Gokulsena Sinha of Village 
East Krishnanagar, Dullabcherra as President, Gopendra Kr. 
Sinha, EAC, Karimganj as Vice President, Manikanta Sinha, Vill- 
Singari, P.O.-Silchar as General Secretary, Debadatta Sinha, 
Narsingpur, Prakasa Nanda Sinha of Bhubaneswar Nagar, 
Krishnadhan Sinha of Guwahati and Brajagopal Sinha of 
Dullabcherra, the author of Book as Secretary, Gita Mukarjee, 
Karimganj and Shyamananda Sinha, Chencoori, as members 
respectively along with the patrons of Sri Bhupendra Kr. Sinha, 
editor Dristipat and member District Congress Committee 
Karimganj, Sri Nanda Kishor Sinha, Ex-MLA, Assam and 
member District Congress, Silchar and Manik Sinha Kabyaratna 
of Narsingpur, Cachar etc. The Patrons were the contributors of 
freedom movement, along with other associate members at the 
very outset. The Sahitya Sabha was formed under Registration 
No,- 1723/1984-85, with a view to develop the literary and socio- 
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cultural activities like-broadcasting of song and dance in the AIR, 
Silchar and Agartala, for ethnic identity of the Bishnupriya 
Manipuris etc. 

Thus, the Bishnupriya Manipuri Sahitya Sabha proceeds 
to the State Govt., for a speedy disposal of the long pending 
demand, for implementing the Bishnupriya Manipuri language at 
the primary stage of education from the ensuing academic session 
1985. Even the Bishnupriya Manipuri Sahitya Sabha, submitted 
Memorandum, to Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, the then Prime Minister of 
India, on his august visit at Silchar on 12-12-85, for introducing 
the Bishnupriya Manipuri Language at the primary stage of 
education in Assam and Tripura from the next academic session, 
1986, who kindly consented and informed to Sri P. K. Mahanta, 
the then Chief Minister of Assam. 

Thereafter, having ended the 1* Annual session of 
Bishnupriya Manipuri Sahitya Sabha at Narsingpur (Bhatirgram) 
Cachar in early 1985, the Bishnupriya Manipuri Sahitya Sabha 
proceeded to Dispur. It submitted Memorandum to Mr. Prafulla 
Kumar Mahanta, then the Chief Minister of Assam in the early 
part of 1986-represented by Sri Gokulsena Sinha and Sri 
Brajagopal Sinha, the President and the Secretary of the 
Bishnupriya Manipuri Sahithya Sabha respectively, for the 
implementation of the Bishnupriya Manipuri Language at the 
primary stage of education from the current academic session by 
withdrawing the stay order of the previous notification, issued by 
the Govt. ofAssam. 

Inthe same footing, the Bishnupriya Manipuri Students and 
youth organisation of Tripura observed 228 hours “hunger strike” 
till death, on 26" May 1986, headed by Paritush Sinha,General 
Secretary and Haridas Sinha, Vice President, on behalf of 
President, by submitting ultimatum to the Govt. of Tripura, in 
connection with the introduction of the Bishnupriya Manipuri 
language at the primary stage of education. In the hunger strike, 
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that followed, Sri Dasharat Devbarma, the then Deputy Chief 
Minister of Tripura, called the President and the General Secretary 
of Bishnupriya Manipuri Students and Youth Organisations of 
Tripura on 29" May 1986, to call off the strike and to make a 
decision for amicable settlement. The representatives of the said 
union, met with the Deputy Chief Minister. But the representatives 
could notreach at an amicable settlement and at last, the strike 
was withdrawn by the consent of Rabindra Devbarma, the leader 
of T.U.J.S. (Tripura Upajati Juba Sammittee) of above political 
parties.* 

On the other hand, the Nikhil Bishnupriya Manipuri 
Students Union assembled at Silchar Bishnupur Colony in the 
Annual General Conference on 15,6.86 and condemned the 
decision of the Manipur Legislative Assembly on 13.6.86, to delete 
the word “Manipuri” from Bishnupriya Manipuri and thereby 
informed both the Central Govt. and the State Govt. of Assam 
and Tripura respectively, not to give due importance to the decision 
taken by the Manipur Govt. 

Under such circumstances, the Bishnupriya Manipuri 
Sahitya Sabha tried her level best to approach the State Govt. 
for the implementation of the Bishnupriya Manipuri language, by 
withdrawing the previous Govt. Notification. As a result, a 
telegram from Private Secretary Education Minister, Assam to 
the President Bishnupriya Manipuri Sahitya Sabha Vide No. 1630, 
Dt.10.12.1987 arrived as follows :- 

1) “1830CA140Assam Sachivalaya ISTES4 Gokulsena Sinha, 
President of the Sahityasabha, East Krishnanagar No. ME- 
3/85 ML Education Minister consented to meet two 
representatives of your Sahitya Sabha on 15th December 
at 3 P.M. at Janata Bhawan. Kindly make it confirm to 
attend," Private Secretary to the Education Minister. 

2) Another W.T. message under No.270G, NR-8798GR-55. 

To Disposal Karimganj 
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V-PS to Minister Home, Assam DPR No. MH/MSG713/ 

89 Dt.17-7-89 

Pl. inform Gokulsena Sinha, President Bishnupriya Manipuri 
Sahitya Sabha about an appointment granted to this organisation 
on 19-7-89 at 4 PM at the Janata Bhawan and request them to 
participate in the discussion.‘ 

Thus, Sri Gokulsena Sinha, the then president of the Sahitya 
Sabha discussed with Mr. Brigu Kr. Phukan, the then Home 
Minister of Assam, who consented in his tour at Karimganj Ramani 
Mohan Institute on 18-8-89 to the Sahitya Sabha, for inclusion 
of Bishnupriya Manipuri language as medium of instruction at the 
primary stage of education. 

But, it is a matter of great regret that, by the protest of 
Manipur Govt. and also from various circles, again, the order of 
Education Department under Notification No. EDG-459/86/21 7, 
Dt. 21-07-89 was kept pending after a month. In the mean time, 
the Manipur Govt. was very much up and doing to create pressure 
on the Central Govt. forinclusion of Meitei Manipuri language in 
the 8" schedule, which was deeply protested by the Bishnupriya 
Manipuri Sahitya Sabha through telegram to the President of | India, 
the Prime Minister of India, the Home Minister of India, New 
Delhi on 01-05-90 and even proceeded to New Delhi on 18- 
06-90, represented by Gokulsena Sinha, the president of Sahitya 
Sabha, three General Secretaries, named - Manikanta Sinha of 
Singari, Cachar, Gour Kishor Sinha of Silchar, Brajagopal Sinha 
of Dullabcherra Karimganj respectively, along with Prof, Bimal 
Krishna Sinha and Prof. Nishi Ranjan Sinha of GC. College, 
Silchar, headed by Guru Chandra Kanta Sinha,a famous dancer 
of New Delhi, by submitting a Memorandum to the Prime Minister 
of India, along with other distinguished persons, for protecting 
the ethnic and cultural identity of Bishnupriya Manipuri speaking 
people as Manipuri. 

Thus, this representation had a great repercussion throughout 
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India including New Delhi, by various newspapers, about the 
threatening of the identity of the Bishnupriya Manipuris —namely 
the “Amritbazar” Dt. 5-10-90, the “Organiser” etc. But the “Times 
of India”, New Delhi Dt. 11-09-90 supported the ethnical identity 
of the Bishnupriya Manipuris. Even the then Central Govt. 
instructed the State Govt. of Assam and Tripura, to review the 
matter regarding the recognition of Bishnupriya Manipuri 
Language at the primary stage of education, by protecting the 
ethnic identity, as fundamental right of the constitution, basing on 
the Report of 1981 Census. So, in the history of development of 
social and cultural activities, the Bishnupriya Manipuri Sahitya 
Sabha has a special role in the first part of 21* century, which has 
been very much active in the field of social development. 
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3. ACTIVE ROLE OF BISHNUPRIYA 
MANIPURI STUDENTS UNION AND GANA 
SANGRAM PARISHAD 


When the Bishnupriya Manipuri Sahitya Sabha was very 
much up and doing, the student union plunged into horrorto the 
language movement, by plucking up courage from the previous 
activities. So, with the aim of strengthening the language movement, 
NBMSU (Nikhil Bishnupriya Manipuri Students Union), with the 
help of Gana Sangram Parishad, was formed on 27-09-92. They 
arranged a National Convention on 01-1 1-92, consisting of the 
Mahasabha, Sahitya Sabha, Samaj Sanstha and Students Union 
at Kalinjar near Silchar of Cachar, where all the parent 
organizations encouraged the Students Union, to take necessary 
steps regarding the language movement and agreed to help in all 
possible manner. 

‘Thus, to strengthen the activities of Students Union and the 
Gana Sangram Parisad about the issue of language movement, a 
36 hours road blockade strike was called on 16-11 -92 in the 
Barak Valley. But at the Tequest of Mr. Hiteswar Saikia, the then 
Chief Minister of Assam, the said road blockade strike was 
suspended temporarily and thereafter, took partin the discussion 
with the Chief Minister at Dispur fora solution. Butas there was 
no fruitful result came out of the discussion, next step was taken 
by the Students Union and Gana Sangram Parishad jointly, headed 
by Rajkumar Anil Krishna and Rabisankar Singha respectively, 
for the Rail Rukho (Blockade) Movement of 501 hours in the 24 
week of March, 1996. It was that to be chalked out agitational 
programme w.e.f. 6 AM on 16-03-96, for the implementation of 
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Bishnupriya Manipuri language at the primary stage of education, 
as not any fruitful discussion made, assembled by various social 
organisations including the Students Union and the Gana Sangram 
Parishad in the conference hall of the Office of the D.C., Silchar 


on 15-03-96 vide his invitation letter No. CCL20/96/24, Dated 
14-03-96, Silchar. 
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4. SUDESHNA SINHA AS MARTYR IN 
LANGUAGE MOVEMENT 


According to the agitational programme news spread on 
16th March 1996,that language movement picketers from various 
places of Barak Valley like Silchar, Meherpur, Narsingpur, 
Katakhal, Katigorah, Hailakandi and Ratabari areas were 
arrested, while they were trying to block the Hailakandi-Katakhal 
train and Barak Valley Express train. It was shocking matter to 
mention that the Tripura psassenger train was blocked or forced 
to stop in the moming at kalkalighat railway station of Patherkandi 
area, by innumerable students and youths, They assembled over 
the railway line, headed by Sudeshna 
Sinha daughter of Suresh Sinha and 
Usharani Sinha, a young girl of 27 
years of village Kochubari under 
Patherkandi. Sudeshna Sinha, was 
shot dead, to keep the National Flag 
in her chest, by shouting the slogan 
Mother tongue, Long Live!” in the 
morning of 16-03-96,by one police 
sub inspector, who was incharge of 
the police brigade at Kalkalighat 
Railway Station at that time. Thus, Sudeshna Sinha sacrificed her 
life with bloodshed and thereby embraced death as Martyrdom, 
in protecting the right, for implementation of the Bishnupriya 
Manipuri Language at the primary stage of education, which 
cannot be forgotten. 

In addition to the incident of killing of Sudeshna Sinha, 
nine more agitating youths were seriously wounded and injured 
by the gun firing of barbarous police personal at Kalkalighat 
railway station. The name of injured youths are furnished below 
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with address, that were admitted into Guwahati Medical College 
Hospital and Silchar Medical College Hospital respectively, in an 
emergent situation. 
Admitted into Guwahati Medical College Hospital 
1) Pradip Sinha (Bilbari) 
2) Arun Sinha (do) 
Admitted into Silchar Medical Hospital 
3) Miss. Ratna Sinha (Bilbari) 
4) Miss. Namita Sinha (do) 
5) Miss, Promodini Sinha (Kochubari) 
6) Dipankar Sinha Jamiralla) 
7) Kamlakanta Sinha (Bilbari) 
8) Bikash Sinha (Gokhila) 
9) Shyamal Sinha (Bilbari) 
This was like the "Black Hole Tragedy” in the history of the 
Bishnupriya Manipuri language movement.$ 
To add to utter surprise, Prof. Nishit Ranjan Das was one 
of the eye witnesses of the very martyrdom of Sudeshna Sinha, 
that attended at noon at the Patherkandi Civil Hospital, starting 
from Karimganj. He remarked - "Sudeshna is the pioneer of all 
today. The more Bishnupriya Manipuris will remain in this world, 
the more mother tongue movement of various castes and 
communities will remain in this world, the more heroine Sudeshna 
will remain the source of inspiration of language movement."” 
As aresult, just two days after this incident (18th March 
1996), Hiteswar Saikia, the then Chief Minister of Assam, 
declared formally by cabinet decision, vide Govt. Notification 
No. TAD/ OBC/92/94/pt-3, Dt.18.03.96 notifying the 
Bishnupriya Manipuris in the OBC list under serial No.13, basing 
on the decree of the Assam Backward Class Commission, vide 
letter No. ABC/BPR/ 19/94/55/559, Dt. 30.10.95 and Letter 
No. TAD/OB C/9 2/9 I/pt/3, Dated Dispur, 10 March 1996 
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from the Deputy Secretary to the Govt, of Assam, W.P.T. and 
BC Department. So, the DC of Cachar, Silchar requested the 
Bishnupriya Manipuri Students Union and the Gana Sangram 
Parishad Silchar, for immediate withdrawal of Rail Rukho and to 
communicate to him vide his letter No. CCI/20/ 96, Dated 
Silchar, 19th March 1996.8 

‘Thus, the Student Union and the Gana Sangram Parishad 
withdrew the Rail Rukho and communicated with the Govt. of 
Assam, for taking necessary steps about the implementation of 
the Bishnupriya Manipuri Language at the primary level of 
education. 
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5. REGISTRATION OF THE 
RADHAMADAVJIEU SEBA PARICHALAN 
SAMITEE 


During the extreme stage of the language movement, the 
only inter- socio-cultural-religious temple called Sri Sri 
Radhamadhavjiu Mandir of Bishnupriya Manipuri Community was 
setup in 1866, at Sri Sri Radhakundadham of Mathura District 
under U.P. in India. Its predecessors were the pioneers of freedom 
movement, that was registered in 1994 vide No. 74/1994 under 
the Social Registration Act, by the Govt. of India. The founder of 
the Temple was Srimat Brahmarshi Pundarikaksha Sarma of 
Khalibari, Karimganj. The main aim and object of this temple, is 
to develop the socio-culture, spiritutial and religious activities of 
this ethnic community, which demanded to the National Govt. 
from time to time, along with the nourishment of Sri Sri Govindojiu 
Mandir that setup in 1925 at Nabadwipdham of West Bengal by 
Srilo Bhubaneswar Sadhu Thakur of Bhubaneswar Nagar, Cachar 
District. These two temples are the only religious and cultural 
existence of this Commmunity. 


Srimat Brahmarshi ‘Srilo Bhubaneswar 
Pundarikaksha Sarma Sadhu Thakur 
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6. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
BISHNUPRIYA MANIPURI LANGUAGE BY 
JOINT EFFORTS OF THE MAHASABBHA, 
SAHITYASABHA, SAMAJ SANSTHA AND 
THE STUDENTS UNION 


When the report of the Assam Backward Class Commission 
vide letter No. ABC/BPR/19/94/55/559-61, Dt.30.10.95 and 
the Deputy Secretary to the Govt. of Assam W.P.T, and BC 
Department letter No. TAD/OB C/92/91/Pt/3, Dated Dispur, 
10 March 1996 was published, one Sri K. Kumardhan Singha. 
S/o Late Gourbabu Singha of village and P.O. Pallairbond, Dist. 
Cachar (Assam), made a challenge to the Honourable Guwahati 
High Court. He filed a case vide Civil Rule No. 3146 of 1996 
against the verdict of the All Assam Other Backward Class 
Commission, Dt. 30-10-95 and the Govt. Report, Dt. 10-03- 
96, regarding the listing of Bishnupriya Manipuri as OBC under 
serial No.13. At that time, the Respondent No. 9, was the 
Bishnupriya Manipuri Sahitya Sabha, which continued the litigation 
with the help of Samaj Sanstha etc. 

Even the Govt. of Manipur, submitted another litigation in 
the Supreme Court of India Civil Appellate Jurisdiction under 
petition, for special leave to appeal (Civil) No. 8862/1 999, by 
challenge to the verdict of State OBC Commission under 
Guwahati High Court, regarding the listing of Bishnupriya 
Manipuri, as OBC, under serial No. 13 of the state list of the 
Govt. of Assam. Even after the decision, by the Govt. Notification 
vide No. A(IE154/95/184, Dated Dispur the 2-6-99, on 
introduction of Bishnupriya Manipuri language in the primary stage 
of education, the Respondent No.7, was the Bishnupriya Manipuri 
Sahitya Sabha. She tried her level best with all its efforts to 
overcome the situation, The following last one glaring example is 
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adequate, that declared by the Honourable Supreme Court of 
India against the Govt. of Manipur regarding the listing of 
Bishnupriya Manipuris as OBC under serial No.13 inthe state 
list of Assam. 


Verdict of the Supreme Court 


THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA 
CIVIL APPELLATE JURISDICTION 
CIVIL APPEAL NO.4796-47970F 2000 


STATE OF MANIPUR ---------------- APPELLANT 
VERSUS 
UNION OF INDIA AND OTHERS ---------- RESPONDENT 
(With Civil Appeal Nos. 4798/2000, and 4801/2000) 
ORDER 


CANOS 4796-2000,4800/2000 AND CA. No. 4801/2000 
We see no reason, to interfere with the order under 
challenge. These appeals are, accordingly, dismissed. ° 
New Delhi Sd/-(RUMA PAUL) 
March 08, 2006 Sd/-(DALVEER BHANDARI) 


So, taking into consideration of all these, like the judgment 
of both the Honorable Guwahati High Court and the Honourable 
Supreme Court,the Bishnupriya Manipuri Language was 
implemented with reprinted “Kanak Path” headed by Bidhan 
Sinha, Bekirpar, vide letter No. AI(E)/154/95/Pt.(1ID/30/30, 
Dated Dispur, 08.03.01. Thus, the Director of Elementary 
Education, Assam, Kahilipara-19 directed the D.I. of schools of 
Silchar, Karimganj and Hailakandi vide letter Memo No. ELM. 
13-2006/57, Dated Kahilipara, 24/02/2006, to submit proposals 
within one week from the receipt of this order with the 
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Finance(S.L.U.) Department Format, for regularisation of 
Bishnupriya Manipuri Language teachers with the perspective date 
of effect and subject to availability of L.P. School teachers as 
proposed by the D.I. of Schools Silchar, Karimganj and Hailakandi 
respectively vide their letter No. DIS/COP-805/2003/751 6, Dt. 
06/12/05, DIK/2005-06/W.P.(C)8253/2002/3029, Dt. 16/08/ 
05 and DIH/ 43/A-1/05/8505, Dt,03,1 0.05, with the 
implementation of the language with the reprinted "Kanak Path," 
for class III as endorsed by Sri H.C. Das, the Director SCERT, 
Assam, Ghy-6 vide letter Memo No. SCERT/AC A-96/ACM/ 
NTB/99/37, Dt,27/06/2007 to the Govt. of Assam (Education 
Department), Dispur. 

Thus, the Bishnupriya Manipuri language was implemented 
at the primary level, with the reprinted “Kanak Path” in class Tl 
and IV, with the regularisation of 149 language teachers in Assam. 
At the same footing, the said language was also implemented at 
the primary level in Tripura and in the provincialised schools, where 
the Bishnupriya Manipuri language speaking areas are located, 
as reported. 
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7. RECOGNITION OF THE BISHNUPRIYA 
MANIPURI DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 


The year 21st June 2010, is a 
7 memorable historical day of the 

Bishnupriya Manipuri Linguistic Minority 
Community, because of the recognition 
| of the Bishnupriya Manipuri Development 
Council, being the development of only 
socio-economic organisation, by the 
1 Govt. of Assam vide Govt. Notification 
No. TAD/B C/63/2010/9, Dt. 21-06-10, 
headed by Mr. Kartiksena Sinha, the then MLA of Patherkandi 
constituency, as chairman of the Development Council on adhoc 
basis. This Council is the only socio-economic and cultural 
organisation of the community, that is recognised by the Govt, of 
Assam, with a view to upgrade the downtrodden people of the 
society, in addition to the self dependence somehow, unemployed 
youths of the community." 

Thus, within a few years, after the formation of the 
Development Council, some beneficiaries were financially helped 
in various ways, either in cash or in kind, among the poor people 
of the society. But most of the poor people are deprived in 
comparison with the beneficiaries, being the only socio-economic 
organisation, to foster the poor people, that yet to be fulfilled, as 
reported. On the whole, the Bishnupriya Manipuri Development 
Council, that formed and recognised with the aim of development 
of the society, is yet to reach its goal, unless the development of 
literary and cultural activities along with economic welfare, 
specially a national history to be published in the field, are to be 
taken into account as positive step. 
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8. CONCLUSIVE REMARK 


In the long run, it can be said that the Bishnupriya Manipuris, 
as once upon a time, the ruling race of the state of Manipur,are 
the natural torch-bearers of the spirit of fighting. Its innate object 
for these people to register their protest and lodge their fight, 
whenever they encounter injustice, torture and atrocities. They 
are never used to being subjected to any kind of humiliation and 
are in the habit of raising their voice instinctively, on encountering 
any unfairness or wrength in the way of life, 

This is the instinct, that has induced the Bishnupriya 
Manipuris and make their presence felt, in the shape of violent 
protest or sometimes silent revolts against the contemporary rulers, 
right from the time of Rovert Clive and Lord Cornwallis to the 
days of Lord Mount Batten. 

However, these people could not record their fi ight against 
the British or the Pakistani rulers, during the Bangladesh war of 
Independence in union, as a unison way of the whole community, 
only due to the locational and geographical after deals, 
Nonetheless, the fight posed by these people against the 
tulers, from time to time, is really worthy of recognition, since 
these people as victims of mass displacement, due entirely to the 
unfavourable royal policies, have got marginalised socially, 
politically culturally and economically . Their brave fights have, 
unfortunately, failed to attract the attention of, ‘the historians and 
builders of modern history in India It is a matter of extreme pain 
that the relentless and untiring fight of the Bishnupriya Manipuris 
-who jumped into the country's long freedom struggle in India, 
entirely moved by individual instincts, innate in them culturally, 
has not received due recognition in recorded history. The 
Independent India also, saw their unified fi ight for protecting and 
securing their socio-cultural identity and sanctity. 
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In fine, it can well be hoped that this Indo-Aryan offshoot will be 
able to receive recognition from the mainstream India in the days 
to come, by quoting the verse of a famous poet- "Our sweetest 
songs are those, that tell of a saddest thought". As a true to the 
fact that the fate of the illustrious Bishnupriya Manipuris into 
freedom and other movements, are still hanging in the neck of a 
collar, by the study of new learners and young researchers, that 
expected to remove to take the more positive step, asa source 
of inspiration in the society, and the nation as well. 
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CHAPTER 7 
A SUMMARY NOTE 


‘The Bishnupriya Manipuris are the early inhabitant and ruling 
class of Manipur, having Indo-Aryan stock and culture, judging 
from their ethnic origin, cultural heritage, religious and linguistic 
point of view, They migrated from their early settlement in Manipur, 
first starting from the middle of 18" century in the wake of internal 
dissensions till the advent of the Meiteis under Pamheiba 
(Garibnowaj) in power in Manipur, towards south western 
direction to Cachar, Tripura and Sylhet (Present Bangladesh). 
They migrated later on, due to religious upheaval in the late 18th 
and early 19" century, by the ruthless Burmese invasion, upto the 
treaty of Yandavoo in 1826 AD, So, they settled in Tripura, Barak 
Valley and Surma Valley, as a part and parcel, and thereby took 
a vital role in the freedom movement. 

Thus, on an evolutionary process, the Bishnupriya 
Manipuris, had to struggle for their existence after migration, since 
the rule of British East India Company. They moved at Pratapgarh 
along with Sylhet, as the Prime centre for freedom movement, by 
uniting Patherkandi and Ratabari areas, near Tripura state. It was 
proved, by various foreign accounts and Govt, records, specially 
during the Permanent Settlement Act of 1793 and the revolt of 
1857 and in the early 20 century like, Satyagraha Movement of 
1916. Non-Co-Operation of 1920-21 and Bhanubil Tenant 
Revolt of 1930-31, Civil Disobedience Movement of 1930 etc. 
At that time, it was seen that a great wave of the Bishnupriya 
Manipuris, involved in the freedom movement, As per record, it 
is seen that during the rule of the East India Company, some 
special Freedom Fighters like Kamala Hajari, Manjuri Kshetrani, 
Bhagabati Mishra of Pratapgarh and Nuton Singha and Pollar 
Singha of Cachar at the time of Sepoy Mutiny and during the 
Tenant Revolt of 1930 at Bhanubil, freedom fighters like 
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Panchanan Sarma, Girindra Mohan Sinha, Baikuntha Nath Sarma 
and Lilabati Sarma etc. are note worthy. Further in the Civil 
Disobedience Movement in 1930 some freedom fighters like 
Rajkumar Amin of Patherkandi, Badan Sinha of Tinokhal, Sambhu 
Sinha of Khalibari, Narendra Sinha, Kalachand Singha and Hunou 
Singha of Patherkandi etc., are worthy to be mentioned. Even 
during the time of Peasant Revolt in the Surma Valley as stated 
earlier, Pandit Jawharlal Nehru, the world famous poet Rabindra 
Nath Tagore and Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, visited the Tenant 
Revolt of Bhanubil area and admired the Bishnupriya Manipuri 
freedom fighters. 

Inthe next stage, during the second world war of 1940- 
45, a great spirit of enthusiasm, created in the mind of the 
Bishnupriya Manipuri freedom fighters. Special mention may be 
made to freedom fighters like Shyamakanta Sinha of Mantrigram, 
who was arrested at Bajaricherra on the way to Baithakahal in 
1940, by the C.I.D. Inspector Binoy Gupta. Further, freedom 
fighters of Quit India Movement of 1942 like Sunachan Singha 
of Jamiralla, Bhupendra Kumar Singha (Maniraz), Karimganj and 
Nanda Kishor Sinha, Ex-MLA of Silchar, were arrested and sent 
to Tezpur jail at the time of Martyr Birbala Kanaklata. 
Furthermore, Manik Singha, Kabyaratna of Narsingpur, Rakhaljit 
Rajkumar of Kanchanbari, Kailasahar, Rasaraj Singha of Tikor 
Burunga of Bikrampur area, Banamali Sinha of Baskaltilla, 
Manisena Rajkumar of Beratuk and Mahendra Kr. Sinha of 
Chamtilla, Dullabcherra area under Karimganj, were arrested and 
sent to jail. Particularly Nanda Kishor Mukarjee of Chencoori 
and Surendra Kumar Sinha of Kalinjar under Meherpur area, 
were sent to jail and reported to be awarded with “Copper Plate 
Momento” as freedom fighter in the Quit India Movement of 1942, 
by the Govt. of Assam. 

Inaddition to this, in the freedom movement of 1943, by 
the Azad Hind Fauj under Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, a great 
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change was inspired by hoisting the “Tri-Colour-Flag”, first at 
Mairang of Manipur, on 12-04-1943 near Logtak Lake of 
Bishnupur area, where a large number of Meitei and Bishnupriya 
Manipuri freedom fighters joined. The leading role was taken by 
K. Kanglen Singha, M. Koireng Singha, the Ex. Chief Minister 
of Manipur, that born of Bishnupriya Manipur family, as reported, 
along with Randani Devi and Kanya Devi, the pioneer of the 
Nupilan Movement of 1940, are worthy to be mentioned. 

To fan the flame of the movement at that time, the rise of 
Irabat singha was very important. He followed the Peasant 
Movement with leftist ideology, headed by Mrinal Dasgupta and 
Biresh Mishra. He released from Sylhet Central Jail in March 
1943 under the instruction of Manipur Govt., being political 
imprisonment. He convened a great meeting at Ramkrishna 
Srimandap of village East Krishnanagar, Dullabcherra under 
Ratabari area, consisting of both the Meiteis and the Bishnupriyas, 
as to remove the racial and linguistic problems under the 
presidentship of Norodhvaj Singha of Bishgaon under Habiganj 
subdivision, but proved futile. Anyway, after that attempt, Irabat 
Singha organised the peasant movement in different: parts of Barak 
Valley. 

To add to this, the Bishnupriya Manipuris also involved in 
the Cultural Movement, as part of Freedom Movement. Glaring 
examples are - Gokulanda Gitiswami of Bhanubil area 
(Bangladesh), Guru Senarik Rajkumar of Silchar, Guru Nileswar 
Mukharjee of Masimpur (Sylhet), Paramesh Sinha of Patherkandi 
(youngest son of Tanubabu), Dhirendra Sinha (third son of 
Choudhury Sinha, Ex-DSP of Patherkandi etc). Really many 
songs, dramas, dances and kirtans etc. influenced the cultural 
movement more and more, in an unique way, to fight against the 
imperialistic tendency of the British Govt. 

During the last moment of the 2nd World War, when J; japan 
surrendered before the Allied Powers like America, Russia and 
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England etc., the British Govt. arrested the Azad Hind Forces, 
who revolted strongly, but ruthlessly suppressed including the 
Te-Bhaga Movement at Barak Valley. Needless to mention that 
one leader of the Te-Bhaga Peasant Movement, Sri Chandbabu 
Sinha of Patherkandi area, was shot dead brutally in March 1946, 
near Patherkandi civil hospital, who faced death as Martyr of the 
Peasant Movement. 

Atthat time, the British Govt. sent cabinet mission, headed 
by Mr. Strafford Cripps, Pathick Lorence and Mr. A.V. Alexander, 
to discuss with the Congress for independence of the country, 
but proved futile. Rather, communal riots broke out with looting 
and killing of both the Hindus and the Muslims ina large scale 
throughout the country. Ithad a repercussion at Ratabari area 
and Patherkandi clash and protection of Kanailal Jieu temple was 
made by the freedom fighters. On the other hand, the division of 
Sylhet was made by a Referendum on July 1947, which was 
very much tragic. Lord Mount Batten, the last Governor General 
and Viceroy of India declared the Indian Independence Act in 
July 1947, with two dominion status, named India and Pakistan, 
by transfer of power on 15th August, 1947. Just after 
Independence, division of Sylhet by Referendum, had a great 
impact in India. Freedom Fighters like Sambhu Sinha and 
Narendra Sinha of Patherkandi area, accompanying Mrinal 
Dasgupta, submitted a memorandum to the Ruadad Commission 
in Calcutta, by which three and half thanas like Badarpur, Part of 
Karimganj, Patherkandi and Ratabari area, were included in Assam 
and thereafter, a large number of influx of refugees and their 
rehabilitation into various places in Assam and other parts of India, 
had a great effect upon the socio-economic structure of India. 

However, following the freedom movement by the 
involvement of Bishnupriya Manipuris, anew changing had been 
seen in the society. After State Reorganisation Commission of 
1956, the Mahasabha demanded both to the Central and the 
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State Govt. of Assam and Tripura respectively, for the identity of 
the Bishnupriya Manipuris, by introducing the mother tongue at 
the primary level and broadcasting of the culture like music and 
dance etc. But the Govt. did not pay heed to the demand. In the 
meantime, regional language movement sprang up like Bengali 
Language Movement of 1961, where the Bishnupriya Manipuris 
supported. Moreover, the Bishnupriya Manipuries supported 
Assamese as a state language in 1972, 

On the other hand, during the year 1970-71, freedom 
struggle of Bangladesh separating from Pakistan rose into climax, 
headed by Mujibur Rahaman of Awami League Party. At that 
time, a Large number of ‘Bishnupriya Manipuri freedom fighters 
involved and faced death and miserable life by imprisonment, 
which cannot be forgotten in the history of freedom movement in 
Bangladesh. The war ended with tears and bloodshed with the 
freedom of Bangladesh on 16-12-1971. 

Thus, the freedom movement of India and Bangladesh, 
involved by the Bishnupriya Manipuris, inspired into anew horizon 
in the society. It followed by the language movement, for the 
Protection of cultural and ethnical identity of the community, by 
which separate code structure by the name “Bishnupriya Manipuri" 
was recorded in the Census Report of 1981, headed by Nanda 
Kishor Sinha, the then president of Mahasabha, Thereafter, some 
new organisations like the Bishnupryiya Manipuri Sahitya Sabha, 
Samaj Sanstha, the Students Union and the Gana Sangram 
Parishad, rose in rebellion, to fight it out of the situation. As a 
result, the Bishnupriya Manipuri language was introduced at the 
primary level on 14-11-1983, basing on the Census Report of 
1981, but kept pending on 08-12-1 983, by protest from various 
circles along with the Manipur Govt. In the same footing, the 
language was introduced at the primary level by the Govt. of 
Tripura on 02-02-1985, which was also suspended two months 
later. 
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Again, by the utmost attempt of the Sahitya Sabha, the 
Govt. of Assam withdrew the ban on 21-07-1989, which was 
also again stayed by the Protest of the Manipur Govt. along with 
other various antisocial elements. To fight it out of the situation, 
the Sahitya Sabha started for New Delhi, witha delegation team, 
led by Sri Gakulasena Sinha the President of the Sahitya Sabha 
and three general secretaries named Manikanta Sinha of Singari, 
Gour Kishor Sinha of Silchar and Brajagopal Sinha of 
Dullabcherra, Karimganj, together with treasurer Prof. Bimal 
Krishna Sinha and member Prof. Nishi Ranjan Sinha of G. C. 
College, Silchar, headed by Guru Chandra Kanta Sinha of New 
Delhi. They met with the Prime Minister V. P. Singh, including 
Syed Mufti Mahammad, the then Home Minister and other M.P.'s 
of New Delhi, to protect the identity of the Bishnupriya Manipuris, 
during the time of the 8th Schedule Movement, that had a great 
repercussion in Assam and Manipur etc. 

In the next step, the Bishnupriya Manipuri Student Union 
and the Gana Sangram Parishad, plunged into the new horizon in 
the language movement, by plucking up courage of the previous 
activities .They submitted an ultimatum to the state Govt. of Assam 
for the 501 hours “Rail Rukho (Rail Blockade)”, on 16" March 
1996 with effect from 6 A.M. In such acritical juncture, the heroine 
Sudeshna Sinha, D/o Suresh Sinha of village Kachubari under 
Patherkandi, was shot dead near the Kalkalighat Railway station, 
on having forced to stop the Tripura Passenger Train with 
innumerable students and youths, along with the others injured 
seriously, that admitted into the Guwahati and Silchar Medical 
College Hospital at that time. 

Asaresult, two days later after the incident, Mr. Hiteswar 
Saikia, the then Chief Minister of Assam, declared formally by 
cabinet decision on 18-03-1996, notifying the Bishnupriya 
Manipuri in the O.B.C. state list under serial number 13, on the 
decree of the Honourable Gauhati High Court of Other Backward 
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Class Commision. But one K. Kumardhan Singha of village and 
post office Palairbond of Cachar District, made a challenge on 
the verdict of the Assam O.B.C. Commission, along with the 
Govt. of Manipur, to the Supreme Court of India. But various 
organisations like the Mahasabha, the Sahitya Sabha, the Samaj 
Sangstha and the Students Union etc. tried their level best, to 
overcome the situation. At last, the Verdict of the Supreme Court 
was passed in 2000 A.D. and accordingly the appeal of the 
Manipur Govt. along with the appeal of K. Kumardhan Singha 
was dismissed. Thus, the Bishnupriya Manipuri language was 
implemented at the primary level with the reprinted “Kanak Path” 
in class III and IV approved by the SCERT of the Govt. of Assam 
in 2006, headed by the Sahityasabha, the Mahasabha and the 
Students Union with the regularisation of 149 language teachers. 
Simultaneously, the said language was also implemented at the 
primary level in Tripura, in the language speaking locality, as 
teported. 

Hence, after a few years, the Bishnupriya Manipuri 
Development Council was recognised in 2010 by the Govt. of 
Assam, by Gazette Notification with Sri Kartiksena Sinha, Ex- 
MLA, as the Chairman, on Adhoc basis, with a view to upgrade 
the downtrodden people of the society. But the Development 
Council that formed with the aim of the development of the society, 
is yet to be reached its goal, in addition to the other greater 
organisations like the Mahasabha, the Sahitya Sabha and the 
Students Union etc. unless the development, of literary and cultural 
activities with academic qualities are developed. Specially, a 
national history of the Bishnupriya Manipuris should be published 
in the field, as a positive step, in relation to the history of the 
Bishnupriya Manipurisin the freedom and other movements, that 
expected in near future by the new leamers and young researchers, 
through their Profile pen, as source of inspiration in the society 
and the nation as well. 
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CHAPTER-8 
1. SOME RECORDS OF FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS 
GOVT OFASSAM 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 


KARIMGANJ (MAGISTRACY BRANCH) 
No. KMJ.14/95/31 Dated Karimganj, the2 1st Nov. '95 
To 

The Accountant General (A&E) 

Assam, Bhangagarh 

Guwahati-78 1005. 

Sub: Submission of descriptive rolls, specimen signature and 
photographs in respect of Smt. Tombi Sena Sinha W/o Late 
Mahendra Sinha deceased freedom fighter. 

Ref: Your letter No. Pen-5/Pol/S/95-96 dtd. 06.10.95 

Sir, 

With reference to the above, 1 am forward herewith the 
descriptive rolls, Specimen signature (in duplicate and photographs 
(in quadruplicate) duly attested in respect of Smti. Tombi Sena 
Sinha for taking necessary action at your end. 


Enclo: Yours faithfully 
Passport sizg photo 3 (three) 
copies, 2 (two) copies descriptive 
rolls and specimen R.T.L. of the applicant 
Sd/- (A. Deb Laskar) 
Sub-Divisional Officer, (Sadar) 
Karimganj 
Memo No. KMJ, 14/95/91-A Dated Karimganj, the 21st Nov’95 
Copy to: 
Smti. Tombi Sena Sinha W/o Late MahendraSinha of Vill & PO. 
Chamtilla, Dist. Karimganj for information. 
Sd/- (A. Deb Laskar) 
Sub-Divisional Officer, (Sadar) 
Karimganj 
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Rathindra Nath Sen 

Member, 

Assam Legislative Assembly Date wo... 197 
Karimganj 


This is to certify that Shri Mahendra Sing, son of late Suraj 
Sing of Chamtilla under Ratabari P.S. District Cachar, Assam is 
personally known to me for a long period, He migrated to India in 
his present address from Bhanubil of Karimganj P.S. District Sylhet 
(Now Bangladesh), in order to live in India as permanent citizen 
with other members of his family, He actively participated C.D. 
movement and no rent campaign in Bhanubil area in the year 1932 
and was arrested and convicted for more than 6 (six) months. Shri 
Sing served his full term of imprisonment in Sylhet District jail, 
where I too was serving my term of imprisonment then. 
As a freedom fighter he deserves every kind of help and 
sympathy from our popular Government. 


(Rothindra Nath Sen) 
06-11-1972 
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2, Records of Annual Return in L.P. School. 
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3. Maps about importants places of Bishnupriya Manipuri 
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4. NAME OF SOME SPIRITUAL GREAT 
MEN AND SOCIAL REFORMERS OF 
BISHNUPRIYA MANIPURI SOCIETY 

Some spiritual great men of Society 

1, Srimad Pundarikaksha Sarma, Khalibari, Pratapgarh, 
Karimganj (1796-1876) Founder of Sri Sri Radhamadhab Jiu 
Sebasram, Radhakunda, Mathura, U.P. 

2. Sri Sri Bhubaneswar Sadhuthakur, Bhubaneswar Nagar, 
Cachar (1870-1939) Founder of Sri Sri Gobindojiu Mandir, 
Govindobari, Nabadwip, West Bengal. 

3. Mahayugi Athoi Baba, Parugaon, Pratapgarh, Karimganj 

(1865-1910) Founder, Unokuti Ashram, Kailasahar, Tripura. 

Brahmagyani Naradbaba, Madanpur (Anipur), Karimganj 

(1917-1986) Samadhi Mandir at Govardhan Puri, Karma 

Marg, Mathura, U.P. 

N.B. : Collection from various sources). 

Some Social Reformers of Society. 

1. Gitiswami Gokulananda, Madhabpur, Bhanubil, Sylhet (1896- 
1962) 

2. Tanubabu Sinha Debvarma, ACS (Sebait, Govindabari), 
Kanaibazar, Pratapgarh, Karimganj (1879-1943) 

N.B. : More collection will be borrowed later on) 


* 
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5. NAME OF SOME FAMOUS HISTORICAL 
AND LANGUAGE RESEARCHERS 


Historical Researchers 


1. Late Mahendra Kr. Sinha, Rajar gaon, Patherkandi, Karimganj, 
BABT, Retd. Asstt, H.M., Karimganj Govt. H.S. School 
(1889-1959) Composed Book - "Ancient History of Manipur" 

2. Late Sena Sinha, Norsingpur, Cachar. Composed Book- 
"History of Manipur" 

3. Prof. Namadev Sinha, Chencoori Road, Silchar, Retd, H.O.D. 
(History) Halflong Govt. College. Composed Book- "History 
of Manipur" (Political and Social Aspect) 

4. Prof. Ranjit Sinha, Sylhet, Composed Book- "Manipuri Society 
of Bangladesh in the freedom Struggle" 

Language Researcher and Scholar 

1. Dr. Kaliprasad Sinha, M.A., Ph.D. D.LITT, Kachu Dharam, 
Meherpur, Silchar (1937-2011) Composed Book- "Etomology 
of Dictionary” in Bishnupriya Manipuri Language and many 
other Books about grammar, Religion and Philosophy. 
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6. NAME OF SOME IMPORTANT DANCER 


Pl Bh ee 


AND MUSICIAN, ARTIST OF SOCIETY 
Late Guru Nileswar Mukharjee, Masauli, Tripura (1888-1977) 
Late Guru Senarik Rajkumar, Kalinjar, Silchar, Cachar, Assam 
(1893-1983) 

Late Guru Chandra Kanta Sinha, Norsingpur, Silchar, Cachar 
(1929-1991) 
Guru Bipin Sinha, Singari, Silchar, Assam (1919-2000) 
Guru Nilmadhab Mukherjee, Loaipoa, Karimganj, Assam. 
Guru Haricharan Sinha, Shillong. 
Guru Banamali Singha, Lucknow, U.P. 

Rasbehari Sinha (State Artist Award, Assam), Baskaltilla, 
Dullabcherra, Karimganj. 
Guru Madan Mohan Mukharjee (State Artist Award, Assam), 
Narsingpur (Gandhinagar). 
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NAME OF SOME IMPORTANT 
LITERARY PERSONS OF SOCIETY 


Madan Mohan Mukhopadhyay, Panchdali, Anipur, Karimganj 
(Literary Pension holder and famous poet) 

Brojendra Kr. Sinha (Literary Pension Holder and famous 
poet), Retd. Principal, $.S.College, Hailakandi. 

Prof. Barun Kr. Sinha, Retd. HOD (English), S.S. College, 
Hailakandi, 

Samarjit Sinha, Agartala. 

Smriti Kumar Sinha, Prof. Tezpur University. 

Kalasena Sinha, State Literary Award Holder. Patiala, 
Karimganj, Assam. 

DILS Lakshmindra Sinha, Guwahati (State Literary Pension 
Holder). 

Radhamohan Sinha (Literary Pension Holder), Retd. $.D.O. 
Electrical Division, Silchar. 

Mathura Sinha (State Literary Award Holder), Silchar. 
Indra Kumar Sinha (State Literary Award Holder), Narsingpur 
(Bhatirgram), Cachar. 
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8. NAME OF SOME IMPORTANT MARTYRS 
OF SOCIETY 


2 


3; 


Rajbabu Sinha, Masughat, Silchar (Social Martyr). 
Girindra Sinha, Madhabpur, Maulavibazar (Freedom 
Movement Martyr of Bangladesh). 

Sudeshna Sinha, Kachubari, Patherkandi, Karimganj 
(Bishnupriya Manipuri Language Martyr). 

Bimal Sinha, Ex-Minister, Kamalpur, Distt. Dhalai, Tripura 
(Social Martyr). 
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9. NAME OF SOME IMPORTANT 
NEWSPAPER/ MAGAZINE OF SOCIETY 


- Nuadristi, Weekly Bi-Lingual (Bishnupriya Manipuri and 


Assamese) Guwahati, Pub Sarania, Regn. No. RNI No. 40965/90. 


. Abhijan, Monthly Magazine, Singari, Silchar. Regn, No, 1/2007/ 


2, dt, 22/01/2008. 


. Nua-Ela, A quarterly Magazine Satsanga Ashram Road, Silchar, 


P/Regn. No.-SC-11/2010-12. 


- Amar Pou, (Fortnightly Bilingual) (Bishnupriya Manipuri and 


Bengali) Agartala. Govt. Regn. No.-RNI 2825/73. 


- Kaakai, (Fortnightly Bilingual) (Bishnupriya Manipuri and 


Bengali) Diarmanagar, North Tripura. Regn. No.RN1-40844/88. 
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10. OTHER RECORDS 
GOVT OF ASSAM 
CHIEF MINISTER'S SECTT :: DISPUR 
No. CMS. 131/95/9 Dated Dispur, the 29th July. '95 


From — Shir Shantanu Thakur 
P. PS. to Chief Minister, Assam 


To 
The Accountant General, Assam (A&E) 
Pension-4, Bhangagarh, Guwahati-5. 


Sub: Transfer of freedom fighter’s pension to the widow of the 
Freedom Fighter Pension from State Revenue: case of Smt. 
Tombi Sena Sinha widow of Late Mahendra Sinha. 

Sir, 

I am directed to say that Smt. Tombi Sena Sinha Village & 
P.O. Chamtilla, Dist. Karimganj has applied for transfer of her 
husband’s Freedom Fighter’s pension enjoyed from State Revenue 
Rs. 500/- (Rupees five hundred) only per month under P.P.O. No. 
POL/4637. 

It is confirmed that Smti Tombi Sena Sinha is the legal heir 
and at present only legally wedded wife of Late Mahendra Sinha 
who was drawing the above pension from the Ramkrishna nagar 
Treasury upto October’93 or as admissible from time to time. He 
has expired on 1-12-1993. 

In view of the above the State Govt. considered the application 
of Smt. Tombi Sena Sinha and decided that the above pension is to 
be transferred to her name from the name of her deceased husband 
Late Mahendra Singa and grant the freedom fighter pension at the 
same rate or as admissible from time to time w.e.f. 1-11-1993. 

Necessary P.P.O. may kindly be issued with intimation to this 
Sectt. 

Yours faithfully 
P. B.S. to Chief Minister, Assam 


151 


No. CMS. 131/95/9-A Dated Dispur, the 29" July. 95 

Copy to: 

1. The Dy. Commissioner, Karimganj for information and necessary 
action. 

2. The Treasury Officer, Ramkrishna Nagar, Dist. Karimganj for 
information and necessary action. 

3. Smt. Tombi Sena Sinha widow of Late Mahendra Sinha Vill & 
P.O. Chamtilla Dist. Karimganj for information. 


By Order etc. 
P.P.S. to Chief Minister, Assam 
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P.P.S. TOC. M 
Chief Minister's Sectt. 
Assam, Dispur 
No. CMS.80/9 1/Pt/217June 16,1995 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 


This is to certify that Shri Nanda 
Kishore Mukherjee, S/O, Late Jita Raj 
Mukherjee of Vill. Chincoori in the district 
Cachar is a recognised freedom fighter of the 
State of Assam 


(Shantanu Thakur) 
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APPENDIX-1 


LIST OF BISHNUPRIYA MANIPURI 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS REFERRING TO 


Kamala Singha Hajari 
Ratna Singha Hajari 
Manjuri Kshetrani 
Janhabi Debi (Janu) 


Nutun Singh 
Pullar Singha 
Gillou Singha 
9. Paisananda Singha 
10. Tulsidas Singha 
11, Kailash Ch. Singha 
12, Shyam Singha 
13. Nara Singha 
14, Tabina Singha 
15. Bhagabati Misra 


16. Sroop Singha 

17, Ramdeen Singha 
18. Paraik Singha 

19. Dameer Singha 
20. Rajkumar Singha 
21. Soraram Singha 
22. Kujundar Singha 
23. Laxman Singha 


1 
2 
3 
4, 
5. Bargol Oja (Drum Dancer) 
6 
hs 
8 


NOTE 


Pratapgarh 
Pratapgarh 
Pratapgarh 
Pratapgarh 
Pratapgarh 
Pratapgarh 
Pratapgarh 
Pratapgarh 
Pratapgarh 
Pratapgarh 
Pratapgarh 
Pratapgarh 
Pratapgarh 
Pratapgarh 
Pratapgarh 


Pratapgarh 
Pratapgarh 
Pratapgarh 
Pratapgarh 
Pratapgarh 
Pratapgarh 
Pratapgarh 
Pratapgarh 
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Pratapgarh Freedom 
Fighters under Sylhet 
against landlords not 
to pay land revenue 
against the Permanent 
Settlement Act, 1793. 
“Pratapgarh in the 
Freedom Movement” 
by Uday Sinha, Page- 
11, 2011, Silchar 
Press Publication 


Maipuri Freeedom 
Fighters at the battle 
of Malegarh, Latoo in 
the Revolt of 1857, 
by the report of S, 
Stweart “The 
Mutiny period in 
Cachar” ~ by Dr. 
Sujit Choudhuty, 
Page-14, 1981. 


24. 
25. 
26, 
21. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35, 


36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44, 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 


Panchanan Sarma 
Chouba Singha 

Raman Singha 
Gobardhan Singha 
Rupchand Singha 
Gitiswami Gokulananda 
Mahendra Kr. Sinha 
Tanu Babu Sinha 

Guru Niles war Mukharjee 
Baikunthanath Sarma 
Lilabati Sarma 

Girindra Mohan Sinha 


Madan Mohan Sinha 


Krishna Kr. Sinha (H/Pandit) Patherkandi 


Pramod Sinha (O/C) 
Rajkumar Sinha, Amin 
Krishna Mohan Sinha 
Gajendra Sinha, Teacher 
Shyama Kanta Sinha 
Badan Sinha 

Tuku Sinha 

Dhanahani Sinha 
Ballavi Sinha 

Madana Chand Sinha 
Gopi Mohan Sinha 
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Bhanubil 


“Manipuris in 


Bhanubil Bangladesh in the 
f Freedom 
Bhanubil Movement” by 
Bhanubil Prof. Renjit Sinha, 
. Page-10. Reprint 

Bhanubil | 5990 A.D... Dhaka 
Bhanubil Published and 

. |“Merik Mingal” 
Patherkandi | py sunil Sinha, 
Kanaibazar | Page-31, 2011, 

Guwahati Publish. 
Sylhet = 
Bhanubil 
Bhanubil 
Bhanubil 
Patherkandi cS uta 
Andolone 
pee Pratapgarh” 

Bilbart Silchar publish, 
Patherkandi | by Uday Sinha, 
Bilbari Page-21, 2011. 
Nurkhaw 
Mantrigram 
Tinokhal 
Tinokhal 
Tinokhal 
Kachubari 
Bilbari 
Hailakandi 


49. 
50. 
51. 
52. 
$3. 
54. 
O5% 
56. 
are 
58. 
59. 
60. 
61. 
62. 
63. 
64, 
65. 


Lehousena Debi 
Sabitri Debi 
Buddhimanta Sinha 
Nabadwip Sinha 
Bidyasagar Sinha 
Dinanath Sinha 
Hemangini Sinha 
Kunjalata Sinha 
Usha Sinha 
Moitali Devi 
Kamala Devi 
Khamtal Sinha 
Raja Sinha 
Babuchand Sinha 
Tombi Kshetrani 
Badani Kshetrani 
Laxmi Kshetrani 


Bhanubil 
Bhanubil 
Bhanubil 
Bhanubil 
Bhanubil 
Bhanubil 
Bhanubil 
Bhanubil 
Bhanubil 
Bhanubil 
Bhanubil 
Bhanubil 
Bhanubil 
Bhanubil 
Bhanubil 
Bhanubil 
Bhanubil 
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“Swadinata 
Sangrame 
Bangladeshar 
Manipuri Samaj”— 
Dhaka Publish, 
Reprinted 2000 
A.D,, by Prof. Ranjit 
Sinha, Page-26, 2000 
AD. 


66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 
7. 
72. 


73, 
74. 
73. 
76. 
77. 
78. 


TD: 


80. 
81. 
82. 
83. 
84. 
85. 
86. 


LIST OF 'BISHNUPRIYA MANIPURI 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS REFERRING TO: 
NOTE IN THE SECOND WORLD WAR 


Sambhu Sinha 
Sachindra Banarjee 
Mouba Singha 
Ibemcha Singha 
Golap Singha 
Kalachand Singha 
Hunou Singha 


Krishnamani Sarma 
Purnachan Sinha 
Thangbabu Sinha 

Bijoy Sinha 

Kunja Lata Sinha 

Dhala Sinha, 

F/o Girindra Mohan Sinha 


Tamrosil Sinha 


Sonachand Sinha 
Nishikanta Sinha 
Suresh Sinha 
Rajmani Sinha 
Dhrunacharjya Sinha 
Laxmikanta Sinha 
Babuchan Sinha 


Satragram 

_ | “History of 
Patherkandi | Karimganj”, Publish, 
Patherkandi eee Ao 

1" 3, Page-184, by 
Patherkandi | py. Kamal Uddin 
Patherkandi | Ahmed. 
Patherkandi 


Patherkandi 


Bhanubil “Swadinata Sangrame 


Bhanubil Bangladeshar 
4 Manipuri Samaj, 
Bhanubil Dhaka, publish 2000, 
Bhanubil Page-13/26, by Prof. 
" Ranjit Sinhi 
Bhanubil iain 
Bhanubil 
Tetaigaon 
Jamirala “JE Path Dia 
E. Krishnanagar | Alam” Silchar, 

. Publish 1994, 
W. Krishnanagar | December, 
Panchdali Page-44/45, 

" by Mrinal 
Chamtilla Dasgupta, 
Baskaltilla 
Shyamnagar 
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87. Behari Sinha 

88. Lalmohan Sinha 

89. Mahendra Sinha 

90. Gopal Sinha 

91. Monoranjan Chatterjee 


92. Madan Mohan Mukharjee Panchdali 


Baskaltilla 
Patiala 
Chamtilla 
Chamtilla 
Bethubari 


“JE Path Dia 
Alam”, Silchar, 
Publication 
1994, Page-64/ 
45, 

by Mrinal 
Dasgupta. 


93. Kamini Mohan Mukharjee Panchdali 


94, GopiMohan Mukharjee 
95. Kalachand Sinha 

96. Tarachand Sinha 

97. Khandal Sinha 

98. Arjun Sinha 

99. Com. Manmohan Sinha 
100. Selkom Sinha 
101.Moni Sarma 

102. Tampha Sinha 

103. Sena Sinha 

104. Kolababu Sinha 

105. Kamalbabu Sinha 
106. Braja Mohan Sinha 
107. Baladev Sinha 

108. Laxman Sinha 

109. Sureswar Sinha 

110. Ramkrishna Sarma 
111. Krishna Mohan Sinha 
112, Bidyapati Mukharjee 
113. Irendra Singha 

114. Sachindra Banarjee 
115. Gopal Sinha 


Panchelali 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Patrogram 
Khalibari 
Patherkandi 
E. Krishna Nagar 
Bidyanagar 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Khalibari 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Rajbari 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
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116, Rupa Sinha 

117. Jogeswar Misra 
118. Madhu Sinha 

119. Narendra Sinha 
120.Deba Kumar Sinha 
121, Nimai Rajkumar 
122. Bijoysena Rajkumar 
123. Khambanjow Sinha 
124,Kalasena Sinha 
125.Chandrababu Sinha 
126.Gourbishnu Sarma 
127. Hunow Sinha 

128. Gokul Sinha 

129. Khirogopal Sinha 
130. Nittai Sinha 
131.Kameswar Sinha 
132. Babusena Sinha 
133. Senatal Sinha 


Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
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“JE Path Dia Alam”, 
Silchar, 1994, 
December, Page-44/ 
45, by Mrinal 
Dasgupta. 


LIST OF FREEDOM FIGHTERS OF 2ND 
WORLD WAR REFERRING TO NOTE 


Movement of Kanaibazar area 


134, Kukileswar Sinha, Singari, Pkd. Block Rd 
135.Chandreswar Sinha Do 
136. Brajendra Sinha Do 


Bazaricherra area Satvagraha movement in 1940 
137. MoubaSmgha 


138. Paka Singha “JE Path Dia Alam” 
139, Ibumcha Singha Silchar, 1994, Page-64, 
140. Sibaram Singha by: Mrinal Dasgupta, 


141. Khelendra Singha 
142. Santana Singha 
143. Thakin ChoubaSingha 


Some active Female members of Patherkandi area 
144. Moital Debi 

145. Tulsi Rani Sinha 
146. Kala Devi 

147. Mayo Debi 

148. Fulkumari Debi 
149. Gidanu Devi 

150. Bidhumukhi Debi 


151. Jini Debi 

152. Kuber Sinha Patherkandi 
153. Sukhomoy Sinha Patherkandi 
154. Taraleima Debi Patherkandi 


D/o Mahendra Sinha 


Taraleima Debi 
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155. Koirang Sinha 

156, Bhupendra Kr. Sinha 
157. Nanda Kishor Sinha 
158. Nanda Kishor Mukharjee 
159. Pabitra Sinha 

160. Rasaraj Sinha 
161,Muhi Sinha 
162.Gokulananda Sinha 
163. Manikbabu Sinha 
164. Surendra Sinha 
165.Gossain Sinha 

166. Radhamohan Sinha 
167. Banamali Sinha 

168. Manisena Rajkumar 


169, Rakhaljit Rajkumar 
170.Guna Sinha 

171.K. Kangleng Singha 
172.M. Koireng Singha 
173.H. Nilmani Singha 
174. Pakel Singha 

175. Subra Singha 
176.Randhani Devi 
177.Kanya Debi 


Patherkandi “Fagu Patrika” ] 


Karimganj Karimganj, 

: Publicartion 
Silchar 1986, Page-11 
Chencoori =. — - 

Do 
Bikrarnpur 
Bhakatpur 
Norsinghpur 
Norsinghpur 
Meherpur 
Patherkandi 
Patherkandi 
Dullabcherra 
Anipur 
Koilasahar 7 

. “Contribution of 
Koilasahar Fiecion 
Moirang Imphal |Movement” — 

: hal. | Silchar, 2002, 
Moirang Imphal | page.¢, by Uday 
Moirang Imphal |Sinha 
Moirang Imphal a 
Moirang Imphal 
Moirang Imphal 
Moirang Imphal 
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List of Freedom Fighters up to Independence referring to Note 


178. A. Hanjaw Singha Moirang Imphal 

179.L. Sonaba Singha Moirang Imphal 

180. Jatra Singha Moirang Imphal 

181.S, Ibohol Singha Moirang Imphal 

182. Irabat Singha Moirang Imphal 

183, Krishna Sinha Patherkandi 
184. Chandbabu Singha Patherkandi —_|«Pratapgarh in 
185.Paramesh Sinha Kanaibazar cea 
186. Dhirendra Sinha Patherkandi _|sitchar 

187. Durga Charan Sinha Patherkandi Peat | 
188. Durgaram Sinha Patherkandi | Uday Sinha 

189. Aswini Sinha Patherkandi 

190. Hemanta Sinha Patherkandi 

191. Iswar Misra Patherkandi 

192. Kalasena Rajkumar Patherkandi 

193. Sonadhan Sinha Unam Gaon 

194. Chandrasekhar Sinha Unam Gaon 

195. Bhadra Sinha Kachubari 

196. Maino Sinha Tinokhal 

197.Com, Loknath Sinha Silchar 

198.Com. Bimal Sinha Silchar Reet Stina 
199. Dhaneswar Sinha Chencoorie 1994, Page-179, 
200. Priyadhvaj Sinha Bikrampur ee 

201. Bachan Singha Ramnagar 

202. Babuchan Singha Silchar 

203.Com. Bhagirathi Singha Silchar 

204.Com. Binod Singha Silchar 
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205.Com. Bijoy Singha 
206. Gounittai Singha 

207. Jogeswar Sarma 
208. Gourhari Singha 

209. Nilmani Sinha 
210.Madhab Sinha 

211. Radha Mohan Singha 


212. Nittai Sinha 
213.Sarvovoum Chatterjee 
214. Ramkrishna Chatterjee 
215. Radhakanta Sinha 
216. Kulochandra Sinha 
217.Nanda Sarpancha 


218. Badan Sinha 

219. Falguni Sinha 
220.Golapgiri Sinha 
221, Chandrakirti Sinha 


Silchar 
Borkhola 
Silchar 
Silchar 
Silchar 
Kabuganj 
Kabuganj 


Dullabcherra 
Dullabcherra 
Dullabcherra 
Dullabcherra 
Dullabcherra 
Dullabcherra 


Fetipath 

Katakhal 
Katakhal 
Katakhal 
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“Golden Jubilee 
Souvenir” 
Dullabcherra 
Dev. Block 
Publication 1997, 
Page-14 


“Pratapgarh in 
the Freedom 
Movement” — 
Silchar 
Publication 2011, 
Page-46, by 
Uday Sinha 


List of More Bishnupriya Manipuri Freedom 


Fighters of Bangladesh in the Freedom 
Movement 1971 


222. Sarbabhoum Sarma, Bhanubil 
223. Ratan Sinha, Bhanubil 

224. Mantri Sinha, Bhanubil 

225. Babusena Sinha, Bhanubil 


226. Bidyadhan Sinha, Bhanubil “Swadinata Sangrame 
227. Kuleswar Sinha, Bhanubil Seen = 
228. Krishna Kumar Sinha, Kamalganj Gator; ‘kaka 
229. Satish Chandra Sinha, Tilakpur Publication, Reprint- 
. . 2000AD, Page-32-67, 
230. Nilkanta Sinha, Nuabaluchar by Prof. Ranjit Sinha 


231.Braja Mohan Sinha (I), Cherapathari 
232. Babusena Sinha, North Bhanubil 
233. Braja Mohan Sinha (II), Majergaon 
234. Moni Sinha (1), Majergaon 

235. Thoiba Sinha, Tetaigaon 

236. Nanda Lal Sinha, Nuabaluchar 
237.Nimai Sinha, Madhabpur 

238. Biswambar Sinha, Baligaon 

239. Mani Sinha (II), Rajnagar 

240. Dinamani Sinha, Puran Baluchar 
241. Bappi Sinha, Baligaon 

242. Basanta Kumar Sinha, Madhabpur 
243. Kuleswar Sinha, Bhanubil 

244. Mantri Sinha, Bhanubil 

245. Brajendra Sinha, Baligaon 

246. Kunja Sinha, Madhabpur 
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247. Padmasen Sinha, Gulerhour 

248. Hirendra Sinha, Majergao 

249. Girindra Sinha, Madhabpur 

250. Dilip Sinha, Cherrapathari 

251. Bireswar Sinha, Saichiri 

252. Dhono Sinha, Majergaon 

253, Rabindra Kr, Sinha, Tilakpur 

253. Ananda Sinha, Kamalganj 

255. Suramani Sinha (Mintu Sinha), Baligaon 
256. Nilmani Chatterjee, Ghoramara 

257, Nandeswar Sinha, Tetaigaon 

258. Bhuban Sinha, Ghoramara 

259. Nanda Kishor Mukharjee, Cherapathari 
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INDEX NUMBER FROMATOZ 


A 
Angom 04 
Aryan 01 
Arangzeb 05 
Assam 02 
Azad Hind Fauj 50 
A.V. Alexander 60 
Adampur Union 105 
Alinagar Union 15 
Amzad Ali Khan 30 
Awami League 93 
Abdul Sukkur Choudhury 62 

B 
Badan Sinha 62 
Burmese o1 
Bhabendra Narjee 05 
Babrubahan 05 
Bhanubil 30 
Bidyadar Tripaty 43 
Baikunthaniath Sarma 32 
Bir Tikendrajit 51 
Bhupendra Kr. Sinha 46 
Budai 15 
Bordoloi effect 63 
Bengali Language Movement 7 

Cc 
Captain Robert Stewart and 21 
Captain Stevens 21 
Census of India 1961 86 
Com Chandbabu Sinha 59 
Cyril Radelife 65 


166 


Communal Riot 
Cultural Squad 
Cripps Mission 
Cabinet Mission 
Com. Bimal Sinha 
Com. Sambhu Singha 


D 
Dharmananda Das 
Dharani Samhita 
Dr. Sujit Choudhury 
Dameer Singha 
Dullabcherra clash 
Development Council 


E 
E.W. Dun 
EN. Pakitin 

F 
Falguni Sinha 
Fulkumari Devi 

G 
Gakulananda Gitiswami 


Girindra Sinha 

Guru Nileswar Mukharjee 
Guru Bipin Sinha 
Gakulsena Sinha 

Garib Nowaj 


H 


H. Nilmoni Singha 
H.C. Stork 
Hakaluki Bil 
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Irabat Singha 
Immovable Property 
INTUC 


Islampur Union 


Jawharlal Nehru 
Jhanshi Regiment 
Julfikar Ali Bhuttoo 


K 


Khumal 

Kamala Devi 
Kujundar Singha 

K. Kumardhan Singha 
Kanak Path 


L 
Luang 
Logtak Lake 
Lussai Hills 
Laxman Singha 
Lilabati Sarma 


Moirang 

Mangang 

Mr. GN. Dod 

Manik Sinha Kabyratna 
Mr. Larkin 

Major Bygnik Singh 
Mundamala 
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SRSBSE 


Mahendra Singha 
Mrinal Dasgupta 
M. Koireng Singha 
Martyr dom 


N 
Nanda Kishor Sinha 
Nanda Kishor Mukarjee 
Narendra Singha 
NEC 
Nupilal Day 
Nutan Singh 


O. Kanya Devi 
O.B.C. 


Pakhangba 
Pamheiba 
Paraik Singha 
Pritam Pasa 
Padmasen Sinha 
Philipine 

Pulor Singha 


Q 


Quit India Movement 
Quinton 


R 
Ramdeen Singha 
Rajkumar Singha 
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Rabindra Aditya 
Radhamadhabji Temple 
Randhani Devi 


Sroop Singha 
Soraram Singha 
Surma Valley 
Shyama Kanta Sinha 
Sir John Shore 
Sudesna Sinha 
Sylhet Referendum 


T 
T.G. Ross 
Tanubabu Sinha 
T.C. Hodson 
Tale of Martyrdom 
Tripura Census 1901 
Te-Bhaga Andolon 


U 
Udai 
U.N.O. 
U. Thunt 
Utho Utho Kshtriya Santan 


Vv 
Verdict 
Vairabi Bridge 
V.P.S. 
V.D.P. 
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WAPDA 
Wavel 


Xebech 


Yahia Khan 


(Struggle of Bangladesh) 


Z. Force 
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